


Description ~¢'‘*~-- (See enclosed map and drawings.)

The following descriptions of the proposed project and associated impacts are
based upon information provided by the applicant.

The applicant is applying for a Department of the Army permit for the replacement
of Union Pacific Railroad (UPPR) Bridge 386.34 on the Pine Bluff Subdivision.

The purpose of this bridge replacement is to continuously maintain safe, efficient
and reliable railroad operations through this area in southwest Arkansas.

Access to Bridge 386.84 would require the use of a minimum maintenance road.
This road would require improvements, including widening and placement of rock
to allow for equipment to access the bridge. In order to replace Bridge 386.84, a
100-foot wide by 1,106-foot long construction area around the bridge is required.
This construction area would allow for material staging and necessary equipment
use throughout construction.

In order to access the entire length of the bridge, four temporary causeways
would be utilized to cross the two waterways identified. Two temporary
causeways would be required for each waterway (one on north side and one on
south side of bridge). These temporary causeways would be built using Type |
rock riprap (9 to 14-inch diameter) and Corrugated Metal Pipe (CMP) culverts,
which would maintain flow, to allow for aquatic life movements, throughout
construction. The temporary causeways would result in temporary impacts to the
waterways.

Due to the shortening of the bridge, there would be approximately 15 cubic yards
(0.01 acres) of fill (Type | rock riprap) permanently placed below Stream 2’s
OHWM to armor the proposed abutment (Proposed Bridge — Upstream Face
Profile, Figure 9A). The fill would be placed along the edge of the waterway and
would not result in the loss of linear footage of the waterway.

No indirect and/or cumulative impacts of the proposed project are anticipated. As
a result, there would be 0.16 acres of permanent impacts to Wetland A, 0.03 acres
of permanent impacts to Wetland B, 0.02 acres of permanent impacts to Wetland
C, 0.43 acres of permanent impacts to Wetland D, and 0.7 acres of permanent
impacts to Wetland E. The temporary causeways would result in 100 linear feet of
temporary impacts to Stream 1 and 180 linear feet of temporary impacts to

Stream 2.






Endnan~arad Species: Our initial finding is that the proposed work would not
aftect the tollowing endangered species or their critical habitats: Piping plover
and Red-cockaded woodpecker. This proposal is being coordinated with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, and any comments regarding endangered species or
their critical habitat would be addressed in our evaluation of the described work.

Flood Plain: In accordance with 44 CFR Part 60 (Flood Plain Management and
Use), participating communities are required to review all proposed development
to determine if a flood plain development permit is required. Flood plain
administrators should review the proposed development described in this public
notice and apprise this office of any flood plain development permit
requirements. Portions of the project are within the 100 year floodplain.

Evaluation Factors: The decision whether or not to issue a permit would be
based upon an evaluation of the probable impact of the proposed activity on the
public interest. That decision would reflect the national concern for both
protection and utilization of important resources. The benefits which may be
expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its expected
adverse effects. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal would be
considered; among these are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general
environmental concerns, historic values, fish and wildlife values, flood damage
prevention, land use classification, navigation, recreation, water supply, water
quality, energy needs, safety, food requirements and, in general, the needs and
welfare of the people. Evaluation of the proposed activity would include
application of the guidelines published by the Environmental Protection Agency
under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act.

Public Inve~~ent: The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments from the
public; Federal, State, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other
interested parties. These comments would be used to evaluate the impacts of
this project. All comments would be considered and used to help determine
whether to issue the permit, deny the permit, or issue the permit with conditions,
and to help us determine the amount and type of mitigation necessary. This
information would be used in our Environmental Assessment or Impact
Statement. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing.

Op~~-tu=i~- ¥or a Public | :aring: Any person may make a written request for a
public hearing to consider this permit application. This request must be
submitted by the public notice expiration date and must clearly state why a
hearing is necessary. Fa iIre of any agency or individual to comment on this
notice would be interpreted to mean that there is no objection to the proposed
work. Please bring this announcement to the attention of anyone you know who
might be interested in this matter.



Notification of Final | Actions: Each month, the final permit actions from the
preceding month are published on the Vicksburg District Regulatory web page.

To acress thic infarmation. vou mav follow the link from the Reaulatory web
page,

oorea A 2Lt
Thomas A. McCabe
Chief, Evaluation Section
Regulatory Branch
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