


unloading stations to coincide with the existing trans-load plant operations. The
rail yard expansion would include the addition of three (3) indus...al spurtri s
adjacent to the Norfolk Southern railroad ROW and within the eastern portion of
the project site. These tracks are referenced as Track 6, 7, and 8 which are
included in the proposed expansion. The total length of Track 6 to be installed is
approximately 3,565.23 linear feet with a capacity of 67 railcars. The total length
of Track 7 to be installed is approximately 2,420.84 linear feet with the capacity of
48 railcars. Two (2) maintenance spur tracks and five (5) raw material spur tracks
would be installed within the central portion of the plant facility boundaries.
These additional rail tracks would be used during the daily operations of the
facility and are generally interconnected with the Norfolk Southern railroad ROW
to the east. Electrical, mechanical and instrumentation would also be included
within the proposed activities. Site lighting and buildings would accommodate
operations and controls. This includes administration and sand storage. All
required utilities would also be implemented during construction.

Approximately 3.76 acres of emergent wetlands would be impacted for the
proposed project. A total of approximately 12,132 cubic yards of silty clay loam
would be placed in the jurisdictional areas.

The vegetative communities within the project area are dominated by Chinese
tallowtree, sweetgum, loblolly pine, and groundsel tree. Soil within the project
site is dominated by Escambia fine sandy loam.

The applicant proposes to mitigate for the unavoidable loss of jurisdictional
impacts through the purchase of credits from an approved mitigation bank that
services the project area.

Upon reviewing this notice, you should write to this office to provide your opinion
of the impacts this work will have on the natural and human environment and
address any mitigation you believe is necessary to offset these impacts. Other
comments are welcome, but the above information will further our review of the
applicant's plan as proposed. Comments of a general nature are not as helpful as
those specific to the impacts of the subject project.

State W'-*~~ ~--~"**y Permit: The State Pollution Control Agency must certify that
the described work will comply with the State's water quality standards and
effluent limitations before a Corps permit is issued.

~+ltural Resources: The Regulatory Archaeologist has reviewed the latest
published version of the *~“‘~1al Regis*~~ ~f Yigtoric ™'~~~ -, state lists of
properties determined eligible, and other sources of intormation. The following is
current knowledge of the presence or absence of historic properties and the
effects of the proposed undertaking upon these properties: The area has been
previously assessed for cultural resources. No historic properties will be
affected by the proposed extension of time to perform previously authorized
work.




E~dangered Speci~~ Utilizing the Standard Local Of ating Procedure for
Endangered Species (SLOPES) as signed on June 28, 2017, between the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District (Corps) and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the Corps has determined that the proposed activity would have
no effect on the Black pine snake, Dusky gopher frog, Gopher tortoise, Ringed
map turtle, and Wood stork.

Floodp'~*=* In accordance with 44 CFR Part 60 (Floodplain Manag¢ ent and
Use), participating communities are required to review all proposed development
to determine if a floodplain development permit is required. Floodplain
administrators should review the proposed development described in this public
notice and apprise this office of any flood plain development permit
requirements. The proposed project site is not within the 100 year floodplain.

Eromferadiane Eont~-~- The decision whether or not to issue a permit will be based
upon an evaiuauon of the probable impact of the proposed activity on the public
interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and
utilization of important resources. The benefits which may be expected to accrue
from the proposal must be balanced against its expected adverse effects. All
factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered; among these
are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns,
historic values, fish and wildlife values, flood damage prevention, land use
classification, navigation, recreation, water supply, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food requirements and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.
Evaluation of the proposed activity will include application of the guidelines
published by the Environmental Protection Agency under authority of Section
404(b) of the Clean Water Act.

Pr--'ic Inve'-2ment: The purpose of this notice is to solicit comments from the
public; Federal, State, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other
interested parties. These comments will be used to evaluate the impacts of this
project. All comments will be considered and used to help determine whether to
issue the permit, deny the permit, or issue the permit with conditions, and to help
us determine the amount and type of mitigation necessary. This information will
be used in our Environmental Assessment or Impact Statement. Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public h¢ ‘ing.

Og=~-tunity fo- ~ Public Hearing: Any person may make a written request for a
public hearing to consider this permit application. This request must be
submitted by the public notice expiration date and must clearly state why a
hearing is necessary. Failure of any agency or individual to comment on this
notice will be interpreted to mean that there is no objection to the proposed work.
Please bring this announcement to the attention of anyone you know who might
be interested in this matter.




Notific~*'~n of Fi=~al P~-~t A~%2ns: Each ...onth, the final permit actions from

the preceding month are published on the Vicksburg District Regulatory web
page. To 2rrace thie infarmatian voail mav follaw the link from the Regulatory

web page,

Ihomas A. McLape
Chief, Evaluation Section
Regulatory Branch















