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1               COL. GIPSON:  Before we really get

2          started, we turn this thing all into a

3          formal process, and we start recording,

4          and we start doing all that stuff, I

5          really just wanted to come down here and

6          break the ice a little bit.  Just thank

7          you for showing up.  Thank you for your

8          participation.

9               I'm Jeremiah Gipson.  I want to

10          introduce myself formally, but I'm the

11          District Commander of the Vicksburg

12          District, and you're here really because

13          why?  Because you're a member of your

14          community, and you're interested in your

15          community, and that's what this is about.

16          Welcome to democracy in action.  Your

17          participation is vital, right?

18               So we know we have an issue.  There's

19          a couple of alternatives out there, but,

20          ultimately, we need your voices to be

21          heard.  And so, thank you for

22          participating in that process.  Thank you

23          for showing up twice now.  If you recall,

24          this is the second time I've come down

25          here.
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1               I think the first time I was, like,

2          maybe three days into my new job.  So I'm

3          a year into my job.  I'm a little more

4          polished, perhaps, and maybe a year -- I

5          just forgot a whole bunch of other stuff

6          in the past year.  But, you know, I really

7          just want to come down and listen to the

8          community and better understand your

9          voices, your concerns, and your needs.

10               One river connects us.  That's what

11          we're talking about.  It's called the

12          Pearl River.  But what I've learned in the

13          year studying it with my team and

14          listening and engaging with community

15          members is that it affects so many

16          different people in unique ways.

17               That river has different

18          personalities, wherever it starts, from

19          444 miles up in central Mississippi all

20          the way to the Gulf as it flows through

21          towns like this, like Monticello.  Okay?

22               Your community lives on it.  You've

23          got the paper mill right here.  Your

24          agriculture lives on it.  Your recreation,

25          your farms, your families.  You have grown
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1          up on this, and I know it's meaningful.

2          So with that, I simply just want to come

3          down here, break the ice a little bit.

4          We'll start the formal proceedings here.

5               But before we all kind of break and

6          things like that, I just wanted to come

7          down here and just express my appreciation

8          for you individually showing up and

9          participating in this process.  Thank you.

10          Tom, over to you.

11               MR. SHAW:  Thank you, sir.  Well,

12          good afternoon, everybody.  My name is Tom

13          Shaw.  I'm the project manager with the

14          Vicksburg District.  With me on the stage

15          today, of course, is Colonel Gipson, and

16          beside him is Brandon Davis.  Brandon is

17          our planning liaison with our

18          environmental planning group.

19               At this time, I would also like to

20          recognize -- we have a few members from

21          the non-federal interests.  That would be

22          the Rankin-Hinds Pearl River Flood and

23          Drainage Control District.  Keith Turner

24          is here with the -- with the District,

25          Renee Turner -- not related -- and Dallas
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1          Quinn.  So thank you, everybody, for

2          joining us.

3               So as we get going with this, there's

4          a couple of things that I would like to

5          mention is, thank you for coming out.

6          This is a -- if you will, this is a repeat

7          in many ways of what we did last year.

8               In other words, last year was more of

9          an informational meeting.  We took

10          comments.  We collected information from

11          you, concerns, you know, things that would

12          better enhance the project.  We took that

13          information from you, and subsequently we

14          took it and used that with us in the

15          design in moving forward.

16               When you came in downstairs, I wanted

17          to mention a couple of things very much.

18          It's very much appreciated if you would

19          sign your name, put your information on

20          there so that we have a record of your

21          attendance, first and foremost, because

22          your input does matter.  It is very

23          valuable to us, and it helps us to better

24          accomplish our job.

25               Also downstairs, when you came in,
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1          there were numerous poster boards or study

2          boards.  Those boards convey more

3          information than we can actually do in

4          this setting.

5               And so, at the conclusion of our

6          meeting today, one of the things that will

7          happen is, if you have additional

8          questions, particularly if they're more of

9          a technical nature, our subject matter

10          experts will be downstairs at those doors

11          to assist you with anything that we

12          possibly couldn't answer here from the

13          podium.

14               And so, at this time, I'm going to ask

15          Colonel Gipson -- he made a few opening

16          remarks, but I think there's a few things

17          else he'd like to mention.

18               COL. GIPSON:  Okay.  Thanks, Tom.  So

19          good afternoon, everybody.  My name is

20          Colonel Jeremiah Gipson, and I'm the

21          Commander of the Vicksburg District.  I'm

22          honored to address you today regarding the

23          revised draft environmental impact

24          statement for the Pearl River Basin

25          Mississippi Federal Flood Risk Management
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1          Project.

2               Today marks a significant interagency

3          milestone to address the flooding in

4          Jackson, Mississippi, and I want to

5          emphasize the critical role of your

6          participation during this National

7          Environmental Policy Act, or NEPA, review

8          period.

9               The NEPA process ensures federal

10          projects are thoroughly evaluated for

11          their environmental impacts, technical

12          feasibility, and align with the public

13          interest.

14               This revised Draft Environmental

15          Impact Statement, published on July 3rd,

16          2025, and open for public comment until

17          August 18th, 2025, evaluates flood risk

18          management alternatives to protect the

19          Jackson metropolitan area from devastating

20          floods as experienced in 1979, 1983, 2020,

21          and others.

22               Your feedback during this comment

23          period is essential to shaping the project

24          that is effective and responsive to the

25          needs of all communities.  Under
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1          Section 3104 of the Water Resources

2          Development Act of 2007, the Secretary of

3          the Army is authorized to construct a

4          flood risk management plan that is

5          technically feasible, environmentally

6          acceptable, and provides a level of flood

7          damage reduction equal to or greater than

8          the national economic development plan.

9               The revised Draft Environmental Impact

10          Statement assesses these criteria, using

11          the report to meet rigorous engineering

12          standards while minimizing environmental

13          impacts.  This includes evaluating the

14          Pearl River Basin, and we look forward to

15          engaging with downstream communities,

16          especially during tonight's event here in

17          Monticello and tomorrow in Slidell,

18          Louisiana.

19               Our commitment is to deliver a project

20          that is both practical and sustainable,

21          preserving the natural resources of the

22          Pearl River while protecting all

23          communities.  Your community input is the

24          cornerstone of this process.

25               The previous draft EIS released last
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1          year in June of 2024 received over 6,000

2          comments demonstrating the deep engagement

3          of our stakeholders.  This feedback

4          prompted us to refine the project

5          alternatives, ensure the proposed

6          alternatives balance the technical flood

7          risk reduction and environmental

8          stewardship.

9               By participating in the public

10          meetings, written comments or engaging

11          through email or snail mail, you help us

12          identify the concerns, refine the

13          alternatives, and ensure public

14          participation.  Said another way, your

15          voices ensure the solutions presented

16          reflect the priorities to those where we

17          live, where we work, and where we thrive

18          in this region.  We need to hear your

19          thoughts and your recommendations.

20               In closing, I urge you to engage in

21          this NEPA process.  Attend our public

22          meetings.  So thank you.  Review the

23          revised Draft Environmental Impact

24          Statement.  Share your insights.  Your

25          participation ensures we develop the flood
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1          risk management solution that is

2          technically sound, environmentally

3          responsible, and reflective of our shared

4          vision for a resilient area and

5          communities.

6               Thank you.  And I look forward to the

7          discussion today and feedback on the plan.

8               MR. SHAW:  So if you will permit me

9          to apologize, I failed to do one thing

10          that was very important, and that would be

11          to recognize the Monticello mayor, Justin

12          Mullins, and express our appreciation for

13          him allowing us to come and to present to

14          you folks.  And I'm not sure if he's here.

15          I did not see him, but -- oh, there he is.

16          Thank you, sir.

17               And also, if there are any local

18          officials, whether they're state, federal,

19          or otherwise, I would just ask, if you

20          don't mind, if you would recognize

21          yourself so that we would have a record of

22          your attendance.  Yes, sir.

23               MR. ERVIN:  Board of Supervisors,

24          Delane Ervin.

25               MR. SHAW:  Excellent.  Thank you very
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1          much.  This would probably be a good time,

2          too -- I mentioned the sign-up sheets

3          downstairs.  Those are helpful for other

4          reasons, because as our transcriptionist,

5          if you will, it's like a court reporter,

6          as they're taking their information down

7          and if somebody announces their name or

8          whatever, it helps to be able to check

9          that spelling, if you will, from that

10          list.

11               So before we get going, one of the

12          things that I would like to do is kind of

13          highlight the purposes and why we're

14          actually meeting here.  As I mentioned

15          earlier, it is a follow-up.  We do want to

16          share what has been accomplished since our

17          last visit before you and to show you what

18          the -- you know, what has gone into it in

19          terms of revised plans.

20               And we do want to hear from you about

21          what you think works, what do you think

22          maybe misses the mark.  And we also want

23          you, as you're thinking about this, to

24          consider what it would do for your

25          community.
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1               In just a moment, we'll have multiple

2          ways -- we'll show you multiple ways that

3          we can get comments from you.  One is

4          there is a public website for the Pearl

5          River Project where you can actually go

6          in.  You can see the documents, the

7          appendices that go along with it.

8               You have the ability -- we have

9          comment cards here, hard copies that you

10          can fill out.  You also have the ability

11          to do an email because we have an email

12          address for the project, as well.  And so,

13          we want to make sure that we do capture

14          your input.

15               Okay.  So let's go ahead and move.  On

16          the purpose, we've already kind of talked

17          about it; we're here to give you an

18          update.  The agenda, one of the first

19          things I want to talk about is the rules

20          of engagement.  As I mentioned, this is

21          being recorded.  It'll become part of the

22          public record.  It gets posted on the

23          public-facing website, as does the

24          transcription of this meeting.

25               And so, you'll be able to see the
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1          documents themselves.  The comments will

2          ultimately end up out there.  You'll get

3          to see the video, if you want to see this,

4          as well as the hard copy translation of

5          the comments.

6               So I mentioned earlier, we're here to

7          talk about this document.  The document

8          was released for public review back on the

9          3rd of July for 45 days, and that

10          culminates on the 18th of August.  So

11          you've still got plenty of time to put

12          your comments and add them to the

13          document.

14               And as I mentioned, it will become

15          part of the public record.  The rules of

16          engagement, I would make a couple of

17          requests.  One would be when you -- when

18          we finish our presentation, we would ask

19          you, if you don't mind, please hold your

20          questions until after the presentation.

21          We've got a microphone up front for you to

22          come up.  We'd just ask, if you don't

23          mind, please state your name and then what

24          your concern is.

25               The other thing we'd like to do so



Page 16
Transcript of Meeting 7/29/2025

1-800-245-3376
Brooks Court Reporting

1          that everybody has an opportunity to speak

2          if they choose to is please limit your

3          questions or your time to about three

4          minutes, if you would.  I will kind of

5          moderate that.

6               The other thing is, I think you can

7          see all of that QR code over there.  I'm

8          not sure.  It looks like it may run off

9          the page.  But, anyway, there's a QR code,

10          as I mentioned earlier.  Take a snapshot

11          of that on your phone, and you can then go

12          to the website, also.  We have already

13          discussed how you can provide your input.

14               With that, I'm going to turn it back

15          over to the Commander where he's going to

16          talk about -- physically talk about the

17          document just a little bit.

18               COL. GIPSON:  Okay.  Tom, I wasn't

19          expecting that.  So this is the appendices

20          and the table of contents.  It is large,

21          but it also is very inclusive of the

22          previous event or previous releases,

23          right?  So, you know, really, it gets down

24          into -- on your right-hand side, all the

25          appendices.
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1               So many people when we came here last

2          time had questions on the cost data, and

3          we received a lot of comments on the

4          transparency and visibility of the costs.

5          So we went back for the last -- and, you

6          know, fully providing the costs.  The

7          other was the environmental.  So those are

8          really the two big updates that we wanted

9          to highlight from this year's work.  Tom,

10          over to you.

11               MR. SHAW:  Yes, sir.  Okay.  Thank

12          you, sir.  Next on the list is our public

13          meeting schedule.  As the Commander

14          mentioned, we have -- this is the first of

15          four meetings.  We have a meeting tomorrow

16          in Slidell, and then there'll be two

17          meetings in Jackson on Thursday.

18               So the purpose, we are here providing

19          an update.  And why does the project

20          matter?  The Jackson metro area is home to

21          half a million people, and it has faced

22          repeated flooding, culminating probably in

23          1979 is probably the project flood of

24          record.

25               And we were tasked, our authority is
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1          to provide flood damage reduction.  And

2          so, that's the authority by which we've

3          moved forward with the project, which

4          basically means we need to reduce the

5          flood damage.  As mentioned previously by

6          the Commander, Section 3104 says that the

7          focus is reducing flood damage,

8          environmentally sound and technically

9          feasible and with a goal that that could

10          lead to construction soon.

11               You know, everything with the

12          government takes a little while to happen,

13          but -- and so, we had multiple forms of

14          feedback, all addressing everything from

15          flood risk to habitat concerns, downstream

16          concerns, and, of course, economic

17          considerations as well.

18               And so, what has actually changed

19          between what we presented last year and

20          now?  We refined the alternatives that

21          we've used.  Alternatives A, C, D, and E

22          were basically removed, and we've moved

23          forward with two.  We'll be describing

24          those in a little bit, an alternate D1 and

25          an alternate E1.
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1               The Commander mentioned that we do

2          have a -- we prepared an economic

3          appendix.  That development is complete.

4          And then, based on feedback we've heard,

5          one of the other things we did was to

6          include additional flood risk management

7          measures in the form of three additional

8          levees to protect communities that were

9          heavily impacted.

10               So we would be remiss if we didn't

11          talk briefly about the history of the

12          Pearl River flooding.  As we're all aware,

13          there have been multiple projects that

14          have been associated with the Pearl in its

15          history, everything from the Ross Barnett

16          Reservoir to the channel shaping or

17          adjustments, to the addition of levees.

18               And then, the reason we've got a note

19          on there about the 1879 Chief of Engineers

20          report, why is that important?  Because

21          many of the problems that were described

22          then are still there.  And I think

23          everybody downstream is aware and

24          concerned with the bank caving, the fact

25          that we have trees that are being -- you
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1          know, banks that are sloughing off going

2          into the river.

3               So, anyway, the Pearl has a long

4          history of issues there.  As many of you

5          are aware, there used to be navigation on

6          the Pearl River, and the photograph that's

7          over there on the right-hand side is

8          there -- it actually used to be a

9          significant amount of sand and gravel

10          business, and that is actually a USACE

11          snag boat.  It's called the Black Warrior,

12          and that's just south of Rockport, I

13          believe.

14               Okay.  So now we're going to dive off

15          a little bit more into what history has

16          shown us.  And so, going all the way back

17          to that Chief's report we talked about in

18          1879, you can see there are some

19          significant events that have happened in

20          the -- if you will, in the life of the

21          Pearl.  And we've already mentioned some

22          of that.

23               And it would include, like, opening of

24          Interstate 55.  Of course, we mentioned

25          Ross Barnett Reservoir.  And believe it or
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1          not, when they -- the interstate was --

2          there was a significant amount of

3          channelization in the river at that time

4          when they were doing the construction and

5          the addition of levees.  So I'll let

6          everybody take a look at this briefly.

7               And at the conclusion, these slides

8          will be posted on our website, as well.

9          And at this time, I'm going to ask

10          Brandon, if he will, to provide some

11          feedback on the comments that we received

12          last year.  Brandon.

13               MR. DAVIS:  Thank you, Tom.

14          Everybody can hear me okay?  Good.

15          Brandon Davis here.  Glad to be with you.

16          I am the planning lead at the Vicksburg

17          District, as Tom said, and thanks, Tom and

18          Colonel Gipson for having me up here

19          tonight.

20               Looking at my clock, it is 6:22, so

21          that's suppertime, and I know that there's

22          a lot of other places you folks could be.

23          So the fact that you're here, we

24          appreciate that.

25               When we came here last year, I learned
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1          a lot.  I think I learned more at this

2          location than I did at any of the other

3          locations because of you bringing up the

4          concerns that you had, but more

5          importantly, how I had something in common

6          with you guys.

7               I grew up in a small town,

8          Leakesville, down around Greene County.

9          We're on the Chickasawhay River.  We also

10          rely on the Leaf River.  We have George --

11          I believe it was Georgia Pacific in New

12          Augusta.  So knowing family members and

13          loved ones that live down there and work

14          in that area, if any -- if there was any

15          concern that something was going to impact

16          my community, I would be concerned as

17          well.

18               I learned a lot from that, and I

19          appreciate you guys having the passion

20          that you had, and it's the thing that I

21          think that I've carried with me the most

22          as we went through this is, you know, it

23          really -- it matters to you guys.

24               So what I want to do to get into this

25          tonight, we have -- like the Colonel had
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1          said, we received a lot of responses back

2          from the last time we released the

3          draft -- excuse me -- back in 2024.  If

4          you look down, it would be in your

5          right -- make sure I've got my hands

6          right.

7               The right bottom hand corner.  The

8          five common comments that we received from

9          the Monticello area was tied to economics,

10          downstream impacts, flood risk concerns,

11          real estate, and wildlife and threatened

12          endangered species.  I don't want to go

13          too deep into this, because we do have

14          these boards downstairs, and you probably

15          can see them a little better.  So we do

16          have these blown up where you can look at

17          them downstairs.

18               But one of the things I did want to

19          mention to you-all is we are trying to do

20          our best to be as transparent as possible.

21          If you see comments -- let's look at the

22          second comment here, the downstream

23          impacts.  We talk about that, and I'm

24          going to talk about more about that in the

25          H&H or, excuse me, the hydraulic section.
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1          But we're showing you where it can be

2          found in the report, both in the main

3          report and the appendix section.

4               We want to have that trans- -- the

5          transparency with you.  Now, I will say

6          you've probably seen -- you don't see

7          anything on the first one there.  Reason

8          being is because that wasn't included in

9          the report on the projected cost if it

10          exceeded the authorized budget.

11               We have an idea of what the cost might

12          be, but we don't know if it will bust, and

13          what we do, we call it the 902 limit.  And

14          we'll have to worry with that at that

15          time.  Like I said, 902, we have to go

16          back and do an additional report to seek

17          more money.  Okay?  That's really the

18          bottom line here.

19               So you're not going to see that in the

20          report, but the other main comments, they

21          are out there.  So I wanted to point that

22          out to you.

23               One of the big things that you guys

24          had talked about that you're not going to

25          see tonight, but I think I can help you
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1          with that, is bank cave-ins.  You talked a

2          lot about losing land, bank cave-ins along

3          the way, along that area.

4               Bank cave-ins is not a part of the

5          authority of what we have for this study,

6          so it's not going to be included in that.

7          But we can help you with that.  There are

8          other programs that we have in the Corps

9          of Engineers, one being the Upper Yazoo

10          Project, and we have also some Delta

11          Headwaters projects.

12               I would invite any of the elected

13          delegation to get up with me after this

14          meeting.  Be glad to set up a site visit

15          to show you what those projects look like,

16          and then you can go back to your local or

17          your congressional, Cindy Hyde-Smith, and

18          the various elected officials to try to

19          get that type of authorization for this

20          area.

21               But, again, I do want to meet with you

22          about that, and, like I said, we can set

23          up site visits to go take a look at that.

24          We'd love to take you guys out in the

25          field.  But let's go ahead and get into



Page 26
Transcript of Meeting 7/29/2025

1-800-245-3376
Brooks Court Reporting

1          what this report actually shows.  Next

2          slide, Tom.

3               So I don't want to read slides to you,

4          and I do have a script here.  So if I'm

5          not looking at you the entire time, my

6          team gave me a script so I just don't get

7          up here and say what I want to say.

8               But what we have here is that anytime

9          the Corps of Engineers, that we evaluate a

10          potential project, we're not just going to

11          look at one idea.  We've got to look at

12          multiples.  And what we do is we develop

13          measures.  And the best way to explain

14          what a measure is, it's almost like if

15          you're making biscuits, you got all your

16          ingredients, you put it together, and your

17          product is the biscuit, but you have your

18          flour, your lard, everything like that.

19               It's kind of like what we do with

20          alternatives.  We take all the measures,

21          we put them together, and we have our

22          alternatives.  So for this project here,

23          we had three alternatives that were

24          considered.  Now, as you know, there is a

25          long history with this project starting
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1          way back.  Tom was just showing you on the

2          slides some of the history of this.

3               1986, we had what they called the Four

4          Point Plan, Shoccoe dry dam up around

5          Carthage, Mississippi.  We went on to

6          2007.  From 2007, non-federal interest,

7          the Rankin-Hinds Group, they started

8          working a project based on the Section 211

9          authority.  And here to where we are now.

10               Of course, we released -- in 2024, we

11          released a draft of the EIS.  But here we

12          are today, we have another draft we're

13          putting out here.  And the alternatives

14          that were considered are A -- I think

15          we're on the right slide.  Yeah.  So A1

16          was a non-structural approach.  We had D1,

17          which was a structural approach that

18          included a weir.  That weir will be

19          located just south of the I-20 bridge in

20          Jackson.

21               And we also had alternative E1.

22          Basically, it's the same as D1, except it

23          does not have a weir with it.  Everything

24          else pretty much is the same, other than

25          having the weir.  But as we go through
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1          these next couple of slides, we're going

2          to talk about what these alternatives are,

3          and we're going to start with A1.

4               Alternative A1 was a non-structural

5          approach that was carried forward from the

6          2024 draft EIS, and it was -- and we

7          modified that to include some levee

8          features in the Canton Club levee area.

9          One of the big comments we received from

10          the citizens of the Jackson area was

11          having more levee sections to protect

12          their homes from the Pearl River.  So

13          there was levee sections added.

14               A non-structural approach to flood

15          risk management focused on reducing damage

16          and risk without building large physical

17          structures like dams, levees, weirs,

18          channels, things of that nature.  Instead,

19          what it's going to do, it's a strategy to

20          adapt to the natural environment, and it

21          helps people and properties stay out of

22          harm's way.

23               An example of that is, you know,

24          elevating a home, floodproofing a home.

25          Also buyouts or relocations are examples
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1          of what you would see in a non-structural

2          potential alternative.

3               The successful implementation of A1

4          would rely on -- and this is really one of

5          the key points here.  The success of A1

6          would rely on voluntary participation of

7          qualified homeowners and may include

8          additional costs incurred by the

9          homeowner.  So you'd have to have willing

10          participants to be a part of an

11          alternative like this.

12               Typically what you see in the Corps of

13          Engineers on these studies, we assume in

14          the planning phase that it's going to be

15          100 percent, but we know that's not

16          realistic.  The reason we do 100 percent

17          is for trying to estimate cost.

18          Nationally, what you see is somewhere

19          around 35, maybe to 50 percent

20          participation rates, and that's people

21          that own structures.

22               So while alternative A1, it did garner

23          a lot of support from non-governmental

24          agencies and organizations and certain

25          federal agencies, it did fall short of the
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1          effectiveness and practicability, making

2          it insufficient for addressing long-term

3          flood risk problems in the area, and it

4          was screened from the project.

5               A lot of it, again, as we talked about

6          having individuals willing to be a part of

7          the program for home buyouts, flood

8          elevation -- or, you know, floodproofing

9          their homes.  And some of the areas where

10          this non-structural plan would be

11          implemented, a lot of these homes just

12          didn't meet the criteria.  So we screened

13          it out from consideration.

14               So now we go to the next slide, Tom.

15          We're going to look at alternative D1.

16          Alternative D1 focuses on a comprehensive

17          structural solution to reduce flood risk

18          in the Jackson area.  This approach

19          includes a series of large-scale

20          construction efforts to design and improve

21          the manage of -- the flow of water down

22          through the Pearl River.

23               Want to go through a couple of these

24          things, and I also want to make sure that

25          we clear some of the confusion that we've
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1          had from various areas here.  There is not

2          going to be any dredging or anything to

3          the main channel itself.

4               So what's going to happen is there's

5          going to be a deepening of the channel

6          overbank area.  And there is a great slide

7          downstairs that I want you to take a look

8          at that shows what the overbank areas look

9          like.  That's what we'll be going in to

10          clean that area out to help with the flow

11          of water and also creating more water

12          surface elevation when you have high water

13          events.

14               But there's not going to be any

15          touching of the actual river channel

16          itself.  It's just the overbank areas to

17          allow for more water to move if you have a

18          high event.  Also adding federal levees.

19          There are four key levees:  The Canton

20          Club, McLeod, Richland, and Cany Creek.

21          They could be built to provide flood

22          protection.

23               It was 705 homes in the area that

24          would benefit from these and also 40

25          industries in the Jackson areas that would
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1          benefit from having these levees added to

2          the project.  There is a new weir in

3          alternative D1 and a fish passage.

4               The weir would be built -- would

5          include the fish passage, a low-flow gate

6          to maintain the aquatic connectivity, and

7          it will support the local ecosystem.  Very

8          important that we don't try to do anything

9          to disconnect the ecosystem from the Pearl

10          all the way up to the Ross Barnett

11          Reservoir.  So there are measures added in

12          there for that if a weir was selected.

13               Some auxiliary features, such as

14          improvements to the existing federal

15          levees, pumps, and seepage, are also

16          needed to accommodate the ponding area

17          behind the weir.  Non-levee improvements,

18          there are levees that are currently not

19          under federal jurisdictions.  There is one

20          around the Savanna Street wastewater

21          treatment plant.  We would also work --

22          would work to improve to increase

23          system-wide protection.

24               Bridge modifications.  Now, we're not

25          going to make -- we're not going to remove
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1          any bridges or, you know, build any

2          bridges, but we are going to -- some of

3          the bridges, if I could say, the

4          structures around the bridges will be

5          armored to accommodate any modified

6          channel overbank and ensure the flow.

7          There's no type of -- you know, the water

8          coming down and the new overbank cleared

9          areas.

10               We want to make sure those bridge

11          structures are armored, and they're not

12          going to be impacted.  Certainly you don't

13          want to interrupt any type of traffic

14          flow.  Traffic is already bad enough in

15          Jackson as it is.  So we don't want to do

16          anything to impact the traffic through

17          there.

18               And also, there's going to be

19          mitigation measures that are included in

20          this for environmental enhancements,

21          habitat restorations, and other

22          compensatory measures to offset any

23          unavoidable impacts.  It's just when you

24          do a project, sometimes you're going to

25          have impacts that are unavoidable.  So we
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1          have to mitigate for that to try to make

2          up for the impacts that were created.

3               Overall, D1 aims to reduce the flood

4          risk through major infrastructure

5          upgrades.  It's also going to take steps

6          to minimize environmental impacts and

7          maintain ecological functions.  I will say

8          this, that in alternatives D1 and E1 --

9          we'll get to E1 momentarily -- there are

10          no non-structural components included in

11          either one of those.

12               But as we provide the information up

13          to the Assistant Secretary of the Army for

14          Civil Works, those features could be added

15          back into this alternative.

16               Go on to the next slide, Tom,

17          slide 13, alternative E1.  As I told you,

18          it is basically the same as D1.  The

19          difference is we take out the weir.  So

20          you have the open channel.  But we still

21          go in, we do the deepening of the channel

22          overbank area.  Again, there's not going

23          to be any impacts to the channel itself.

24               Still add the levees that we talked

25          about at Canton Club, McLeod, Richland,
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1          and Cany Creek.  Again, the big thing to

2          take away from this is 705 homes and the

3          40 industrial structures that are being

4          protected from these levees.  Still going

5          to have the non-levee improvements.

6               The bridge modifications will probably

7          still have to take place.  And when I say

8          that, again, it's just armoring the

9          structures of these bridges.  We don't

10          interrupt any type of traffic flow.  And

11          then the mitigation.  Mitigation wouldn't

12          be quite as bad -- quite as much because

13          of some of the -- because of some of the

14          features wouldn't be included in this

15          alternative.

16               But right now what we're going to do

17          is we're going to shift over to the

18          hydraulics side, the next slide.  This is

19          something that's very important, because I

20          know that you guys had -- and I'm sorry if

21          I'm going light on you every now and then.

22          I know that the alternative -- the

23          hydraulics is something that you had a big

24          concern about, and we want to make sure

25          that we are explaining that well.
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1               Now, I'll say this, I don't know

2          everything about hydraulics.  I'm not a

3          hydraulic engineer.  But we do have their

4          subject matter experts downstairs with

5          some boards.  They can further explain

6          that to you.  So if we can't answer the

7          questions here, we have people in the

8          house that can answer your questions for

9          you tonight.  And if they can't, we'll get

10          some more that can.

11               So I just want to encourage you,

12          again, that we do have people downstairs

13          to help with the subject matter -- with

14          the subject matter experts to help with

15          more technical-style questions.

16               But looking at this graph here, you

17          look at this graph and you're kind of

18          like, so what, what does it matter to me?

19          Well, I want you to look at -- if you look

20          at the right side, and what this graph is

21          going to show you, it's going to show you

22          the water surface elevations, what they're

23          expected to be with and without the weir

24          in place -- with and without the

25          alternatives D1 and E1 during a 100-year



Page 37
Transcript of Meeting 7/29/2025

1-800-245-3376
Brooks Court Reporting

1          flood event.

2               What a 100-year flood event is, is

3          that it's a storm with a 1 percent chance

4          of occurring in any given year.  So it's a

5          common benchmark that we use when we are

6          evaluating flood risk projects.

7               The key points here when we're

8          interpreting this graph is that the

9          upstream is to the right side of the

10          figure.  So let's look on the right side

11          where -- you know, put your hand where the

12          right side of it is.  You're going to see

13          a blue line there.  Blue line shows the

14          water surface level without the project

15          being implemented.

16               We have an orange level -- excuse me.

17          An orange line that's going to show what

18          the water surface would be with D1 or E1

19          being in place.  As we talked about, as

20          you can see on there -- and, again, this

21          is downstairs.  I know the folks in the

22          back, this may be difficult to see, but we

23          do have this downstairs for you to look

24          at.

25               The D1 Weir is located just downstream
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1          of the I-20 bridge in Jackson, and you can

2          see that -- maybe you can see that on the

3          slide there's a mark.  Yeah.  Thank you,

4          Tom, for marking that for us.

5               So the extent of the impacts, I know

6          this is something that is very important

7          to you-all down here.  What does it mean

8          for me?  Okay.  What does it mean for

9          Monticello and for your community?  So the

10          biggest expected inducements is 3-1/2

11          inch -- it's 3.5 inches.  This is reduced

12          from alternative C.

13               As you move downstream, the influence

14          of the project steadily declines to the

15          physical and ecological characteristics of

16          the Pearl River, and that's with the

17          widening of it and the connectivity to

18          other tributaries.  So as you can see

19          there on the slide, you can see that those

20          lines get closer and closer and closer

21          together.

22               The good news for the areas here

23          downstream is, again, we know that there

24          is a lot of concern that we heard from you

25          on the downstream impact.  The hydraulic
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1          modeling shows that hydraulic impact

2          resolves itself about five miles north of

3          Monticello here near the confluence of

4          Copiah Creek during the 100-year flood.

5               So the concern that we had of --

6          because we didn't really know.  It was

7          something that we needed to learn -- you

8          know, analyze ourselves.  This is what we

9          learned.  So about five miles north of

10          here where we see the water really impacts

11          the hundred year.  Then it goes away.

12               There are no expected impacts of the

13          state of Louisiana due to the construction

14          of the features near Jackson as described

15          in our alternative D1 and E1.  And

16          something else, too.  So when there's not

17          a lot of water, what happens?  During

18          drought season, right?  So for low flow

19          scenarios, a drought gate is included in

20          the weir design.  This gate helps maintain

21          water levels when minimal flows from the

22          Ross Barnett don't naturally overtop the

23          weir, like what you see during a drought

24          or water supply withdrawals.

25               But I think more importantly, this
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1          feature doesn't increase downstream flows

2          during a flood event.  It only supplements

3          minimal flows.  We are ensuring that no

4          added stress to downstream communities are

5          occurred during dry conditions.  So

6          droughts, floods, we're not seeing the

7          impacts of the 100-year or droughts here

8          in Monticello.

9               All right.  Next slide, Tom.  Thank

10          you.  Economics.  In economics, there's

11          not a -- there's a lot of information.

12          There's not a lot on the slide just

13          because I don't want to sit here and read

14          to you, but I want to point out the

15          important parts.

16               Both alternatives D1 and E1 would

17          reduce annual damages from flooding from

18          the headwater of the Pearl River by

19          approximately 70 percent in the Jackson

20          area.  Both alternatives would remove

21          approximately 90 percent of residential

22          structures from the 100-year floodplain

23          and approximately 60 percent from the

24          500-year floodplain.

25               Both alternatives would remove over



Page 41
Transcript of Meeting 7/29/2025

1-800-245-3376
Brooks Court Reporting

1          60 percent of non-residential structures

2          from the 100-year floor -- excuse me --

3          100-year floodplain and approximately 70

4          percent from the 500-year floodplain.

5               Some comments that we have received is

6          questions about the costs that were used.

7          We did use a cost contingency of around

8          44 percent.  The reason we did that is

9          based on -- is based on the current level

10          of design.  There is some risk in the

11          design that we have, and once we know

12          decisions made by the Secretary of the

13          Army, we can currently modify that.

14               Our Engineering Regulation

15          1110-2-1302, it's updated as of June of

16          2023, and in the class of costs that we

17          see, you normally typically would see

18          about a 20 to 50 percent contingency rate

19          on design.  So, like I said, the big thing

20          is, is the -- what we are seeing and the

21          reason that you might see a higher cost is

22          based on the level of risk around the

23          level of design that we currently have.

24               Next slide, Tom.  So the next few

25          slides -- and we're wrapping this up -- is
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1          going to fall on the environmental

2          compliance of the project, and we have

3          numerous threatened and endangered species

4          that are potentially impacted.  We have

5          "may affect but not likely adversely

6          affect" -- that's a lot to say -- for the

7          northern long-eared bat and the tricolored

8          bat.

9               Also would likely adversely affect but

10          not likely jeopardize would be the Gulf

11          sturgeon, the ringed sawback turtle, the

12          Pearl River map turtle, alligator snapping

13          turtle, Louisiana Pigtoe mussel, and the

14          Monarch butterfly.  Also USACE -- and

15          we've worked with Fish and Wildlife

16          Service to come up with those

17          determinations.

18               So USACE has determined that E1 may

19          affect but would not likely affect all

20          species mentioned in D1.  Remember the

21          difference between E1 and D1:  E1 does not

22          have the weir, where D1 does.  But you

23          would possibly see some adverse effects

24          but not likely jeopardize the continued

25          existence of the ringed sawback turtle,
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1          the Pearl River map turtle, and the

2          alligator snapping turtle with E1.

3               Remember, we're going to be doing some

4          overbank work with the banks, and that is

5          some of the potential habitat area for

6          these species.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife

7          Service concurred with these

8          determinations and provided reasonable and

9          prudent measures and terms and conditions

10          to implement that would minimize the

11          adverse effects.  These can be found in

12          the biological opinion, which is

13          Appendix D of the draft report.

14               Implementation of these reasonable and

15          prudent measures and terms and conditions

16          are mandatory for the listed species.

17          Should either alternative move to

18          construction, there are steps that must be

19          taken to reduce the impacts to the species

20          or anything that's threatened and

21          endangered.

22               Habitat Mitigation.  The preliminary

23          mitigation plans are found in Appendix F

24          of the document.  It's being developed

25          with the non-federal interests in our
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1          other resource agencies.  We've had very

2          good collaboration with the non-federal

3          interest and Fish and Wildlife Service and

4          EPA on the habitat mitigation.

5               It's a general mitigation plan based

6          on existing data that is specific to the

7          project and to the area.  The team has

8          agreed on the data and assumptions and

9          have applied professional experience and

10          judgment where appropriate -- and they

11          have applied -- excuse me -- professional

12          experience and judgment where appropriate.

13          This is where I'm having to read the

14          script, because I'm not an environmental

15          guy.  So I want to make sure I'm telling

16          you the right thing.

17               The lands identified by the

18          non-federal interest are being assessed

19          for forested habitat mitigation.  These

20          lands are within the Pearl River Basin and

21          are available for acquisitions.  Any

22          riverine mitigation measures will be

23          assessed in detail in a subsequent phase

24          of the design but prior to construction.

25               So once we know what decision that is
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1          being made by the Assistant Secretary of

2          the Army, we're going to have supplemental

3          NEPA that we have to do for this effort.

4          We are well aware of that.

5               Both alternatives would impact several

6          ponds and oxbow lakes, which are

7          considered lacustrine habitat.  However,

8          D1 would create a larger but similar type

9          of habitat, so mitigation would not be

10          required as it would be self-mitigating.

11          That's D1.

12               For alternative E1, that same habitat

13          would be impacted, but mitigation would be

14          required as a weir would not create a

15          large body of water or similar habitat for

16          riverine -- or the lacustrine.  Excuse me.

17               All right.  So when the Assistant

18          Secretary of the Army identifies a federal

19          plan under the authority, a specific

20          mitigation plan will be developed using

21          the appropriate species and models to

22          refine project impacts and identify the

23          mitigation measures that would be

24          sufficiently mitigated for all types of

25          habitats.  Again, as I said, once we have
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1          a firm plan of what the Assistant

2          Secretary would like to do, obviously

3          based on your comments and the community's

4          comments, a decision will be made, and

5          then we will have to do supplemental NEPA

6          to finish what we need to finish before

7          the construction is done.

8               HTRW is hazardous, toxic, and

9          radioactive waste.  For any project that

10          involves the Corps of Engineers and the

11          American Society for Testing and

12          Materials, phase 1, environmental site

13          assessment must be done to outline and

14          identify any potential concerns

15          surrounding HTRW.

16               If concerns are found, a phase 2 may

17          be done, and a phase 2 involves collecting

18          soil, water samples to assess whether they

19          contain any potential contaminants or

20          areas of concern.  For this project, there

21          have been over six environmental site

22          assessments on the area.

23               Prior to any form of construction --

24          this is very important to note.  Before

25          any construction, HTRW site assessments
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1          will be done and appropriate measures will

2          be completed to address HTRW prior to

3          construction.

4               Currently, within the study area, we

5          do have Superfund sites, as well as two

6          former landfills and a former Gulf States

7          creosote site.  All right.  Almost done.

8          So the next slide, Tom.

9               Cultural resources.  And if you see

10          there's a graph up there on the slide.

11          That's courtesy of the Mississippi

12          Department of Archives and History.  And

13          as you can tell, this is a very rich area

14          of cultural resources.  Cultural resources

15          are physical or intangible elements that

16          reflect the culture, historical, or social

17          value of a community or society.

18               A good example of cultural resources

19          is the great building we're sitting in

20          right now, and it's just to give you an

21          idea.  As with all studies, these were

22          considered in the revised draft EIS.

23          Alternatives D1 and E1 have the potential

24          to cause reasonably foreseeable adverse

25          effects to historical properties,
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1          including National Register listed or

2          eligible district sites or structures.

3               Section 106 of the National Historic

4          Preservation Act is a federal law that

5          requires agencies to consider the effects

6          of their properties on historic -- excuse

7          me, effects on their projects on

8          historical properties before they are

9          carried out.

10               It preserves the cultural heritage and

11          ensures that important historic buildings,

12          site structures, and cultural resources

13          are identified and considered during the

14          project planning.  The undertaking is

15          complex, and there may be impacts to

16          historical properties with full effects.

17               A programmatic agreement is being

18          negotiated with the State Historic

19          Preservation Office, or SHPO, tribes, and

20          other stakeholders to avoid, minimize, and

21          mitigate any adverse effects.  The

22          programmatic agreements will be finalized

23          and signed before the record of decision,

24          ideally before the final EIS.

25               And I'd like to say that our team has
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1          done a great job of working with the SHPO

2          to come up with what this programmatic

3          agreement is.  And, again, that's the

4          plan.  So whenever we start constructing

5          or get ready to construct, we know what

6          we'd have to do to minimize any impacts to

7          cultural resources.

8               All right.  It's my last next slide,

9          Tom.  Tribal.  The project team has been

10          actively coordinating with our federally

11          recognized tribes throughout the study

12          process.  To date, there are no tribal

13          lands or specific tribal rights that have

14          been identified within the study area.

15               However, tribes have acknowledged the

16          presence of protected tribal resources

17          that include cultural keystone species.

18          These are plants, animals, or natural

19          resources that are central to the tribal

20          culture and identity.

21               Significant sites and landscapes,

22          areas such as burial grounds, historical

23          trails, traditional villages, gathering

24          places, fisheries, and other locations of

25          culture are of spiritual importance.
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1          These resources are being considered in

2          the planning process to ensure respectful

3          and reasonable treatment of areas within

4          the cultural -- within the cultural value.

5               We look at our water quality.  A

6          Section 404(b)(1) evaluation will be

7          conducted and further data will be

8          provided -- and further data is provided.

9          Section 401 pre-filing meeting requests

10          were submitted to the Mississippi

11          Department of Environmental Quality on

12          July 11, 2023, and was reissued on

13          April 26, 2024, and April 10, 2025, due to

14          the inclusion of additional features

15          within the alternatives.

16               Final thing I want to talk to you

17          about tonight is recreation.  Currently it

18          is quite difficult for the public access

19          to the Pearl River in the study area.

20          Ever been to Jackson, you know that.

21          There's not a lot of ways to get down to

22          the Pearl River up there, because much of

23          the land along the waterfront is privately

24          owned.

25               There are only two public boat ramps,
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1          one at LeFleur's Bluff State Park and

2          another at the Ross Barnett Reservoir dam.

3          With a no-action alternative, public

4          access to the river for recreational use

5          will continue to depend upon existing

6          flood control, operation, and maintenance

7          as well as managing future development

8          around Jackson and Central Mississippi.

9               However, alternatives D1 and E1 do

10          create the potential for public

11          recreational opportunities.  These

12          incidental opportunities include boat

13          ramps, kayak/canoe launches, camping

14          areas, fishing piers, bikes, trails,

15          things of that nature, places to watch

16          wildlife, birds, things of that nature.

17               Any construction associated with these

18          alternatives would focus on the river

19          channel and bank areas disputed by

20          construction, and these potential

21          recreational features will be studied in

22          more detail as the project moves forward.

23               So that's what I got for you, Tom.

24          And, again, thank you all for being here.

25          I look forward to hearing your comments.
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1          Again, I would like to meet with the

2          elected delegation to possibly go up into

3          the Delta to look at some of the projects

4          on bank stabilization, things of that

5          nature.  So, again, thank you all for

6          being here tonight.

7               MR. SHAW:  Thank you, Brandon.  I

8          have to stay here at the mic.  I

9          apologize.  So you might be asking, so

10          what are the next steps?  So you can see

11          where the star is there, that's where we

12          currently are today.  We're in the middle

13          of the public review of the document, the

14          revised draft.

15               When the public comment period closes,

16          there will be a time where we are

17          incorporating comments, and we'll also be

18          performing additional quality control

19          efforts.  The comments that are generated

20          will become part of the final

21          environmental impact statement.

22               And we are anticipating our design

23          quality control or quality control efforts

24          and our council reviews to occur between

25          August and October.
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1               Once we are complete, there will be a

2          final release to the public for review.

3          It will be different from this current

4          review in that it will be for viewing

5          only.  We will not be soliciting comments

6          at the time, but it can vary anywhere

7          from, like, 15 to 30 days.  And after

8          completion, then we would have a

9          submission to the Assistant Secretary of

10          the Army for Civil Works.

11               So that concludes our portion of the

12          presentation.  As we've mentioned, we

13          really, really want your comments.  We've

14          also talked about multiple ways in which

15          you can get those comments to us, and

16          they're on the screen right here.

17               And at this time, I would like to

18          offer the opportunity for -- Mr. Mayor, if

19          there's anything you would like to -- to

20          make a statement to this audience, I would

21          like for you to have that opportunity to

22          do so.  Likewise, any of the local

23          officials and board, if you would like to

24          address the group at this time.

25               And if I could, if I could get you to
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1          step up to the microphone so that

2          everybody can hear your comments.  And

3          then when we finish all the comment

4          process, some of you, like I said, we may

5          ask you to go downstairs so that you can

6          get additional information from our

7          subject matter experts.  But I'd just like

8          to offer the opportunity for comments now.

9               MS. WATTS:  I'm Martha Watts.  I'm

10          speaking for the Lawrence County Board of

11          Supervisors.  I think the public needs to

12          know that this did not begin as a flood

13          control project.

14               In 2018, when I became aware of it, it

15          was the One Lake project.  Period, just

16          the One Lake project.  About a year later,

17          the One Lake group held a meeting at the

18          Ag Museum, and the Corps was not involved

19          at that point, or they were not front and

20          center as you are now.

21               But they held a meeting, and they

22          received a lot of blowback, and that's

23          when it evolved into a flood control

24          project.  So, you know, it's been around a

25          long time.
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1               But one of the things I want to say

2          right now is, on the part about the

3          cultural resources, are you aware that

4          there are Indian mounds behind LeFleur's

5          Bluff that would be flooded if -- it's in

6          the flood zone, if you were to go with the

7          D1?  I've got photos on my phone of that.

8          Okay.  So I just -- I didn't know that.  I

9          had asked one of my environmental friends,

10          and they were not going to bring that up.

11               But if it's truly a flood control

12          project, we've got $221 million, right?

13          Do you still have that?  That was a gift

14          from Roger Wicker?  That is more than

15          enough to do the A1, to do -- even build

16          on further with the A1 project with more

17          levees.

18               And if this is a flood control project

19          and that's the area, that's the

20          neighborhood that started all this,

21          turning it into a flood control project,

22          it seems to me that we've got the money to

23          do that and even do the expansions that

24          you have in your A1 plan.  I know that

25          that's not your preferred plan, but I just
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1          wanted to point that out also.

2               You know, in the -- you know, with the

3          221 million already in hand, would it then

4          be feasible to expand the A1 project to

5          include targeted tributary restoration and

6          additional levees, which was, I believe,

7          the Corps plan in 2006?  Brandon, is that

8          what you had told me?  That you had -- the

9          Corps had built a levee plan back then

10          that never got done.

11               But there would be no downstream

12          impact whatsoever if we go with the A1

13          plan.  Very few environmental impacts.

14          10.5 acres versus, what, 2500 acres or

15          however many you -- it may be down to 1500

16          now.  I don't know.  So there's no

17          question that alternative A1 would be a

18          good way to go.  I don't see that

19          happening.  I can kind of see the writing

20          on the wall.

21               Our concern, of course, is our largest

22          contributor to our tax base.  Georgia

23          Pacific is sitting here behind me.  They

24          contribute 1.25 million per year in taxes

25          to the county.  They employ 525 direct
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1          employees, and when they have a shutdown,

2          we've got 1500 employees.

3               They have to draw thousands and

4          thousands of gallons of water a day.  The

5          lower the water, the higher the

6          temperature.  The temperature needs to be

7          at a certain level for them to be able to

8          use it.  If the temperature is too high,

9          there is a fix for that.  It's an

10          extremely expensive fix, but they can --

11          they can deal with higher temperatures.

12          They cannot deal with no water.

13               Georgia Pacific just shut down a mill

14          in Georgia, I believe, and, you know,

15          that's frightening to us.  Thank goodness

16          it wasn't us.  It could have been us.  But

17          we cannot do without our Georgia Pacific,

18          the employees, with the tax base and all

19          of that.

20               So plan E1 would be something that we

21          might be able to live with.  Don't like

22          it.  On an environmental side, I do not

23          like that plan, but I just -- I'm

24          questioning not giving more credence to

25          the A1 when we already have enough funding
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1          to do that with the extra bells and

2          whistles that you could do.  Thank you.

3               MR. SHAW:  Thank you, ma'am.

4               MS. BRAMAN:  Good evening.  I'm Abby

5          Braman, Executive Director of Pearl

6          Riverkeeper.  Pearl Riverkeeper asks the

7          Corps to reject the prohibitively

8          expensive and environmentally destructive

9          lake plan alternative D1.  D1's price tag,

10          an astronomical $900 million, comes with

11          many other detrimental costs to our

12          communities and our environment.

13               U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

14          considers the Pearl River one of the most

15          biologically diverse rivers in the

16          country.  The river supports 140 species

17          of fish, 14 species of turtle, and 40

18          species of mussel.  The Corps planning

19          document states that D1 will cause major

20          long-term negative impacts to fisheries

21          and aquatic resources and destroy over

22          700 acres of rare wetland habitat.

23               D1 would destroy 50 acres of public

24          lands and wetlands at LeFleur's Bluff

25          State Park, an urban oasis, home to over
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1          200 bird species.  D1's community costs

2          could include a compromised drinking water

3          supply and permanent degradation of the

4          water quality in the impounded lake area.

5               The Corps warns of potential direct

6          impacts to Jackson's water supply due to

7          known hazardous septic waste sites in the

8          project area.  Sediment buildup and sewage

9          overflows will lead to further reductions

10          in water quality.  In quarter 1 of 2025,

11          Jackson Water reported over 4 million

12          gallons of sewer overflow to waters in the

13          project area, prompting MDEQ to issue a

14          water contact advisory that extended as

15          far as Monticello.

16               D1's dam and impoundment do not

17          provide any additional flood protection,

18          but they do add $165 million to the final

19          project cost.  For a flood risk management

20          project that is already hundreds of

21          millions of dollars over budget, how can

22          you possibly justify $165 million more for

23          a dam that does not provide any flood

24          mitigation?

25               Why should taxpayers in Monticello pay



Page 60
Transcript of Meeting 7/29/2025

1-800-245-3376
Brooks Court Reporting

1          for a lake amenity in Jackson?  Why should

2          Jackson taxpayers be asked to pay an extra

3          $165 million for a lake impoundment when

4          they're provided no remedy to address

5          their persistent and costly tributary

6          flooding?

7               Tributary flooding accounts for over

8          35 percent of the estimated annual flood

9          damage in the Jackson area.  Instead of

10          subsidizing a lake scheme, the Corps could

11          provide a more comprehensive solution to

12          Jackson flooding.

13               The Corps's newly proposed levee

14          segments would protect over 750

15          structures.  Pearl Riverkeeper would like

16          to know if there's potential for the Corps

17          to scale back some of the river overbank

18          excavation associated with alternative E1

19          to reduce its bloated budget and

20          environmental damage and enhance

21          recreational opportunities along the

22          river.

23               We can't afford to ignore Jackson's

24          tributary flooding, destroy our public

25          lands and wild spaces, and waste precious
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1          tax dollars on a development scheme.

2          Instead, economic growth in Jackson can be

3          achieved by reducing flood risk, which

4          will improve property values and foster a

5          more vibrant community.

6               Pearl Riverkeeper urges the Corps to

7          reject alternative E1 and instead

8          prioritize levees, tributary drainage,

9          conveyance at the river bridges, and a

10          reduced alt E1 excavation footprint.

11          Thank you.

12               MR. SHAW:  Thank you, ma'am.  Yes,

13          sir.

14               MR. PARKIN:  Is this an opportunity

15          for citizens?

16               MR. SHAW:  Absolutely.

17               MR. PARKIN:  All right.  My name is

18          Doug Parkin.  I am from Jackson.  Well,

19          I'm from Madison.  I own property in

20          Jackson.  I'm a member of Spring Lake

21          Fishing and Outing Club, which is right

22          where I-55 crosses the Pearl River in

23          Jackson.  You come past the coliseum to

24          the levee.  Our property basically starts

25          the base of the levee.  Not exactly, but
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1          basically, and across to the other side of

2          the river, almost to the base of the

3          levee.

4               We're the property that allowed the

5          easement for the levees in the first place

6          in the '60s.  The Pearl River, an easement

7          was granted for it to flow across our

8          property.  So we own the land under the

9          Pearl River.

10               We've had very little direct

11          communication with the district regarding

12          this since 2018, and I'm curious about

13          that.  I hope that will change.  I am also

14          wondering why we have 81 acres,

15          approximately 20 acres of oxbow lake.  The

16          remainder is riverbank and hardwoods and

17          cypress swamp, basically untouched since

18          the club bought the property in 1909 and

19          1911.

20               It's my understanding that all of that

21          cypress swamp will be devastated,

22          bulldozed, cleared bank to bank, and then

23          you'll use mitigation to cover for that.

24          I do not understand how you can mitigate

25          old growth timbers and old growth forests
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1          with a few -- with certainly lesser acres

2          of new planted stuff.  So I do not

3          understand that.  You're going to

4          interrupt the wildlife chain up that

5          river, and there's a tremendous impact

6          there that I'm really not sure has been

7          well addressed and considered.

8               I would be happy to show the Corps the

9          property anytime you'd like to see it.

10          Beyond that, I just am concerned that

11          sometimes projects start out as can we do

12          something, and never really considering

13          whether we should do it.  And I do not

14          think that this D1 and E1 projects are

15          appropriate for that section of the river.

16               I grew up there more than any other

17          single person that I'm ever aware of.

18          From the park all the way down to the city

19          garage were my stomping grounds.  I rode

20          horses, fished it, hunted it, and explored

21          every inch of it.

22               I stood on the top of the Pearl River

23          levee during the height of the '79 flood

24          on the only dry spot between High Street

25          and Fortification.  Looking out back



Page 64
Transcript of Meeting 7/29/2025

1-800-245-3376
Brooks Court Reporting

1          towards the city, I cannot possibly

2          imagine that you could have contained the

3          amount of water that was flowing all the

4          way back to the base of High Street, where

5          we were loading ski boats into the water

6          to move materials out, and that much water

7          being held inside just about centrally

8          lowering the shelf or the bank of the

9          river.

10               So I don't see how this is actually

11          going to cover that much water in the

12          future, and it's just a -- I'm not an

13          engineer, certainly not a water person

14          and -- but it's a real question that this

15          would really make that much difference.

16          So I thank you.

17               MR. SHAW:  Yes, sir.  Thank you.

18          Anyone else?  Yes, sir.

19               MR. MCCLOUD:  I'm Scotty McCloud.

20          That McLeod up there don't know how to

21          spell his name.  But, anyway, I'm going to

22          reiterate what Ms. Martha talked about,

23          about the paper mill.  I worked there for

24          44 and a half years.  Made a good living.

25          Got friends still working there.  Do you
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1          know how many gallons of water that thing

2          takes a day that pulls out of that river?

3          Do you have any idea?  Do you?

4               MR. SHAW:  A lot, sir.

5               MR. MCCLOUD:  Yeah, a lot.  Try 70

6          million.  70 million.  And you say a weir

7          is not going to impact us?  Man, I -- I

8          don't know about y'all.  I might not be

9          the sharpest knife in the drawer, but I

10          ain't a spoon.  Come on.

11               You put a weir up there, you're

12          disrupting the flow.  And how you going to

13          fill that lake up?  How you going to fill

14          it up?  You going to fill it up with the

15          river.  Man, this is crazy.

16               And I go along with that gentleman

17          that just spoke.  What about the

18          ecosystem?  Y'all even care about it?  You

19          say you do.  I don't know if you do or

20          not.  I've got a boat over yonder sitting

21          under my shed right now.  Can't even

22          hardly get up and down the river in it,

23          right now.  And you expect me to believe

24          that a lake with a weir, and it ain't

25          going to impact us down here?  That's
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1          crazy.

2               MR. SHAW:  Thank you, sir.

3               MR. BERRY:  I'll try to be fairly

4          brief.  My name is Andy Berry.  I'm in the

5          state senate, and I represent just a

6          little bit south of here all the way to

7          the Hinds County line, both sides of the

8          river.

9               In the 2024 legislative session, based

10          on feedback from some of these meetings

11          going back a couple of years ago, we

12          realized there had not been any real study

13          of the lower Pearl River.  And so, we got

14          money allocated for gauges that would

15          study the lower Pearl.

16               They have been in place for less than

17          a year.  And so, we don't have a lot of

18          data that how the river in its current

19          condition could be, you know, improved or

20          helped for the bank loss or the land loss

21          or the erosion that we see here, much less

22          what any of the E1, A1, D1, or any

23          other -- others out there plans would do.

24               So my request is let's take some of

25          this data into consideration and see how,
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1          with this new information -- because we

2          hear from the development in Flowood,

3          Rankin County, changes to the Strong

4          River, how that supposedly affects a lot

5          of this downriver, would it not be prudent

6          to wait just a little bit and maybe

7          consider some of this new data with these

8          gauges that we've got?

9               Because the lower river has not been

10          studied in years and years and decades and

11          decades.  I think that's a valid request.

12          And I know that y'all mentioned earlier

13          that somebody would explain, you know,

14          more technical details.

15               And the last gentleman kind of summed

16          up my point.  I've said this two or three

17          other times at these comments sections.

18          Nobody south of I-20 will ever be

19          convinced that another manmade structure

20          is going to improve anything south of the

21          river, south of I-20.

22               I want to visit with someone after

23          this, or if you've got somebody that can

24          break it down in layman's terms in two or

25          three minutes, I would love to hear how a
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1          weir or a dam or whatever is going to help

2          anybody south of that dam.  Thank you.

3               MR. MORGAN:  I just as well put my

4          two cents in here.

5               MR. SHAW:  Yes, sir.

6               MR. MORGAN:  I'm Ken Morgan.  I live

7          down in Morgantown, Mississippi.  I

8          represent District 100, which encroaches

9          Lamar County and Marion County and Forrest

10          County in the House of Representatives.

11               This thing has went on, this year, for

12          32 years.  I know, 'cause me and Ted

13          Thompson fight this battle.  You hear some

14          of them laughing, but, I mean, Ted gave

15          holy hell about this.  I mean, he was

16          tough, but he passed on.

17               A weir.  Now, I get a picture of a

18          weir as a wing being on the side of the

19          bank, but apparently we talking about the

20          seal.  Is that right?  Seal goes all the

21          way across.

22               UNIDENTIFIED:  All the way.

23               MR. MORGAN:  Right.  So you got a

24          wing on a weir, and I wanted to get that

25          cleared up.  But the biggest thing is,
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1          going back in my childhood when I was

2          about 13, 14 years old, going hunting down

3          on the Pearl River, I could look in the

4          water, and I could see fish swimming, just

5          like a creek.  We can't do that now

6          because of stuff that's already been put

7          into the river.

8               And it's not getting any better.  And

9          the biggest deal about the whole deal up

10          there, I bet you a thousand dollars to a

11          donut without a hole in it that the state

12          capitol building, the Old Capitol, has

13          never flooded.  You know why?  Them

14          people, when they come up to LeFleur's

15          Bluff in transit with steam paddle boats

16          coming up there years ago, they had sense

17          enough to know not to go down there and

18          build in the flood plain.

19                     (APPLAUSE.)

20               MR. MORGAN:  But, anyway, whenever

21          cotton fields and corn fields around the

22          Pearl River got engrossed by the

23          reservoir, things changed.  That $400 an

24          acre of property went from $400 an acre to

25          50,000 a lot, or whatever.  And that's
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1          just what's been going on.  This is a

2          realtor situation thing.

3               We had a bill come up last year

4          wanting to put a casino at the end of High

5          Street.  Well, guess what?  You'd have to

6          have enough water down there to float a

7          casino.  So you'd have to have the One

8          Lake plan.  We've had the Twin Lake plan.

9          Just on and on.  It won't give -- but you

10          ask them people in Kilgore, Texas, if

11          it'll flood.  Ask them people in Baton

12          Rouge if it'll flood.

13               When our good gracious God gives us

14          the strength and power to fight floods

15          that He creates for His own will, I want

16          to see them, because He's got the last say

17          about the whole deal.  And you can't stand

18          there and tell me that we can do this, and

19          it's going to be a hundred year flood.

20          Well, you don't know what's going to

21          happen that day after tomorrow or the next

22          day, either one.

23               That's all I've got to say about it.

24          It's a bad issue.  It's real estate

25          ventures, totally.  People getting --
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1          trying to get money for building homes and

2          all.  And got a lot of these people

3          convinced that lives in this area that

4          y'all talking about, Oh, yeah, we all

5          about that One Lake plan.  They going to

6          come by my house and build me a brand new

7          one up there on the hill somewhere.  Wait

8          and see if it happens.

9               MR. SHAW:  Thank you, sir.

10               MR. MULLINS:  I'm not a smooth

11          talker.  I'm a plain talker.  I'm the

12          mayor of Monticello, Justin Mullins.  I

13          represent Monticello, but, today, I feel

14          like I'm representing Oak Vale,

15          Mississippi.  That's where our land is,

16          and we all grew up down there.  My dad,

17          grandma, all of us.

18               Do thank y'all for coming.  I am

19          disappointed.  A few weeks back, I came up

20          there and had a meeting, and I expressed

21          what I felt like needed to be said here

22          today.  And the downstream studies that I

23          told them we needed to hear about, we

24          ain't heard.

25               And my stance is this:  Monticello's
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1          number one priority is protecting every

2          landowner in our community from new flood

3          erosion and water quality risks.  We

4          expect y'all to provide us detailed,

5          locally relevant modeling, real-time

6          monitoring, and enforcement of a legal

7          guarantee that no harm will be done down

8          here.  Thank y'all.

9                     (APPLAUSE.)

10               MR. SHAW:  Anyone else?

11               MR. BALLARD:  Hey.  My name is Mike

12          Ballard.  Sorry I don't have anything

13          prepared.  But I want to say I agree with

14          Martha on the first thing that you

15          brought, that was the D1, that y'all said

16          that there wasn't much participation as

17          far as the public was concerned.  You

18          couldn't expect the public to provide what

19          they need to provide to keep from

20          flooding.

21               But, hey, the Mississippi coast,

22          there's requirements for building down

23          there now.  Same thing could be applied in

24          that right there, or they could leave it

25          as it is.
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1               But the D1 project with a weir?  Look,

2          let's just face it.  It's a dam across the

3          Pearl River, and it backs up the river.

4          And you show on that board right there the

5          economic impact of how much it would

6          provide and add to the economy around it.

7          And there was a great deal of difference,

8          three-to-one difference between D1 and all

9          the other alternative projects without a

10          weir.  And that was economic impact.  The

11          big thing.

12               Ross Barnett wasn't built for flood

13          control.  If it had of been and it was, we

14          could mitigate a lot of the problems here.

15          You brought up the Yazoo River and Senator

16          Cindy Hyde-Smith.  But that basin and that

17          river's a whole lot different than the

18          Pearl River from Ross Barnett Reservoir to

19          the south.

20               You can't put in pumps.  You maybe

21          could in Jackson to mitigate some of the

22          flooding in downtown Jackson, if you built

23          the levees up enough to protect Jackson.

24          That's one thing you could do.

25               The D2 alternative is much better than
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1          a weir being built across the Pearl River

2          and damming up the Pearl River.  That's

3          basically what you're doing.  You're

4          damming up the Pearl River.

5               Because there's weirs all over

6          Louisiana, in a lot of rivers that I've

7          seen and I've been to, been around, and

8          all that is really economic development

9          for that area up there and serves us no

10          purpose down here whatsoever, other than

11          damming up the flow of the river, and as

12          it should be naturally.

13               Not going to stand up here and preach

14          much.  I did contact our federal

15          representative, senators, urged them to

16          come here to listen, to have input in, to

17          listen to what their constituents had to

18          say.  None of them showed up.

19               I would worry -- I would urge everyone

20          here to contact your fellow

21          representatives, your senators, your

22          representatives, and let them know your

23          displeasure in anything that you have

24          heard and what you've seen here tonight.

25               Because, ultimately, they hold the
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1          purse strings.  They control their

2          colleagues to an extent that they could

3          write letters and extend out to their

4          colleagues and send letters to shut all

5          this down if they wanted to.

6               So I would urge everyone here, contact

7          your fellow representatives to let them

8          know your displeasure in this and your

9          feelings over this, and let them express

10          your thoughts to these people right here.

11          Thank you.

12               MR. SHAW:  Anyone else?

13               MS. CARNEY:  Yeah.  I just want to

14          say I'm with Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith's

15          office here to listen.  So she did send

16          something.

17               MR. BALLARD:  I saw you, Debbie.

18               MS. CARNEY:  Okay.  I thought you

19          knew that.

20               MR. SHAW:  Yes, sir.

21               MR. LETCHWORTH:  My name is Alton

22          Letchworth.  I retired from the Corps of

23          Engineers.  Spent 30 years there.  We

24          worked on the Mississippi River from

25          Cairo, Illinois to Venice, Louisiana.  And
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1          over those 30 years, I've seen a lot of

2          changes, and I learned a little bit about

3          flood control.

4               And I looked at the Pearl River north

5          of the I-20 -- not the I-20.  The 25

6          bridge, Lakeland Drive, There's one bend

7          up there in particular that turns and goes

8          back northwest.  Well, Purple Creek flows

9          into it right in the upper end of that

10          bend.

11               When the river gets up, it's going to

12          force that water back up that creek and

13          cause flooding there.  If you look at that

14          bend, it's a horseshoe bend.  If you go

15          down below it and cut across, take that

16          loop out of it, that would increase the

17          flow.  Anytime you can increase flow, you

18          stop flooding.

19               But then I looked at the Lakeland

20          Bridge, the two bridges there, the river

21          bridge and the overflow bridge, and

22          there's numerous problems there that

23          restricts flow, which is the pilings under

24          it, and there's a bunch of them.  So

25          that's going to restrict flow there.
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1               When you go on down to where the weir

2          is now and the railroad bridge right below

3          that weir, that bridge is less than 200

4          feet wide.  So that's going to restrict

5          flow.  Then you go on down to LeFleur's

6          Bluff bridge, and you look at that bridge,

7          and that's one of the worst bridges that's

8          going to restrict flow out of there

9          because of the pilings that's under it.

10               The river should actually come through

11          the east side of that bridge and not the

12          west side.  But the east side, on that

13          side, it does come through there when the

14          river does get up and starts flooding.  So

15          it's going to restrict the flow there.

16               But on the east side, from the main

17          pillar there all the way over to the east

18          side, there's 12 pilings under that

19          bridge, 12 or 13 pilings.  All of those

20          pilings are going to restrict flow.

21               So regardless of what else you do, if

22          you don't correct those problems, you're

23          still going to have water backups, because

24          anytime you can increase flow, you move a

25          lot of water in a short period of time.
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1          The more water you can move, the less it

2          spreads out.

3               So without correcting those issues,

4          you're not going to stop the flooding in

5          Jackson.  Thank you.

6               MR. SHAW:  Anyone else?

7               MS. MCWILLIAMS:  I have a question.

8          When you put that weir in, is that going

9          to be above where the sewage runs into the

10          river, that we just going to be filling up

11          down here with sewage, and y'all going to

12          have all the clean water?  You know, we

13          had a sewage leak not too long ago coming

14          out of Jackson, contaminated the water all

15          the way downhill.  We had rain after rain.

16          (Indiscernible) tributary.

17               You passed the Pearl River.  You seen

18          what it looks like.  You come across

19          Copiah Creek and seen what it looked like.

20          Ain't enough water moving in there to

21          clear the water with the rain that we've

22          had to have made the water clearer down

23          here.

24               So when you put the weir in, are you

25          going to put that weir in below where that
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1          sewage run in or above it?

2               UNIDENTIFIED:  The weir is the

3          (indiscernible) sewage leak.

4               MS. MCWILLIAMS:  That's right.  You

5          know whenever they stop that water up

6          there and fill that lake up, we going to

7          be filling up with sewage.  But they won't

8          be flooding in Jackson.  They'll be skiing

9          and shopping.

10               MR. SHAW:  Yes, ma'am.  Thank you.

11          Ma'am, can we get your name if you don't

12          mind.

13               MS. MCWILLIAMS:  Oh, Marie

14          McWilliams.  I'm sorry.

15               MR. SHAW:  Thank you, Ms. McWilliams.

16               MS. MCWILLIAMS:  I own property on

17          the river in Rockport.

18               MR. SHAW:  Thank you.  We just want

19          to make sure we get it in the transcript.

20          Thank you.  Anybody else?

21               While you're thinking, maybe, one of

22          the things I did want to mention is please

23          don't forget -- for example, if you do

24          have a technical question, our subject

25          matter experts are down there in front of
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1          the boards.  They would love to be able to

2          explain these things to you.  Please, they

3          are an asset be used.  I would ask that

4          you would please consider having a little

5          conversation with them.

6               MS. REYNOLDS:  My name is Alicia

7          Reynolds.  I've lived here for 80 years,

8          and I just want to ask you something.

9          First of all, you, as a group, have y'all

10          been out here and looked at the river, the

11          way it comes like an L, and when that

12          water comes down, it makes a 90 degree

13          turn nearly, and it's washing out?  We've

14          got buildings in danger of caving into the

15          river already.

16               And so, you're saying that that won't

17          have an impact, make this -- this worse?

18               To me, I've always thought the Corps

19          of Engineers ought to be up here helping

20          Monticello and trying to stop the erosion

21          that's taking place.  But, you know, I've

22          been to both meetings, and I've listened

23          to you speak.

24               And, sir, you need to slow down a

25          little bit, because I did not understand
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1          three-quarters of what you said because

2          you read too fast.  Now, I don't know if

3          that's because you were nervous or not,

4          but I've noticed that you speak a little

5          bit different, slower than you did when

6          you were reading.  Okay?

7               MR. DAVIS:  I appreciate that.

8               MS. REYNOLDS:  You're welcome.  For

9          your other three meetings, I would suggest

10          that.  But, you know, what concerns me is

11          the lack of caring for people below

12          Jackson.

13               (AUDIENCE APPLAUDS.)

14               MS. REYNOLDS:  And what also concerns

15          me is because I think this is a moneymaker

16          for people, for realtors, and I hate to

17          say it, maybe politicians and so forth

18          that's in Jackson and elsewhere.  I want

19          to know who's going to own that property

20          right next to that One Lake.  Okay?

21               If I -- I want to do one thing.  I

22          want to ask each of you a question, and I

23          want you to be honest with me.  And if

24          you're not, then that's between you and

25          your God.
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1               But, sir, you know, you have these

2          meetings because they're usually required.

3          You usually have to have community input

4          so that you can file your report, because

5          they want you to go out in the community

6          and ask their opinion.  But, sir, I want

7          you to look at me in face and answer me

8          yes or no.  Is this a done deal?

9               MR. SHAW:  No, ma'am, it is not.  It

10          is not a done deal by any means.  This

11          group will do just what we mentioned

12          earlier.  We will take these comments

13          back.

14               It will influence the final EIS, the

15          final Environmental Impact Statement, and

16          that in turn will be provided to the

17          Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil

18          Works for him to consider what the next

19          action would be.  It is absolutely not a

20          done deal.

21               MS. REYNOLDS:  And who is this

22          gentleman again?

23               COL. GIPSON:  Adam Telle.

24               MS. REYNOLDS:  Adam?

25               MR. SHAW:  Adam Telle.



Page 83
Transcript of Meeting 7/29/2025

1-800-245-3376
Brooks Court Reporting

1               COL. GIPSON:  The person who is

2          nominated to be the next Assistant

3          Secretary of the Army for Civil Works is

4          Adam Telle.  He has not been confirmed by

5          the Senate, so he is not in position yet,

6          but that is who has been nominated, and he

7          is going through the confirmation process,

8          through the Senate oversight process.

9               MS. REYNOLDS:  And he is the head

10          person?  He's the final decision-maker?

11               COL. GIPSON:  He is the -- he, by

12          law, is the identified decision-maker.

13               MS. REYNOLDS:  Then he's the one we

14          need to contact.

15               COL. GIPSON:  We are here to gather

16          the information, but, yes.  He will, when

17          confirmed, will be provided all this

18          information.

19               MS. REYNOLDS:  And will -- how do we

20          find that contact information for him?

21               COL. GIPSON:  If he's confirmed, it

22          will be -- it can be made available.  He

23          is then a public servant, just like all of

24          us that work --

25               MS. REYNOLDS:  And how do we get to
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1          that availability?

2               COL. GIPSON:  We can provide it to

3          you.

4               MS. REYNOLDS:  Would you, please?

5               COL. GIPSON:  Sure.

6               MS. REYNOLDS:  And I think

7          everyone -- in fact, I think it needs to

8          be published.  And now I want to ask you

9          the same question, sir.

10               COL. GIPSON:  Sure, absolutely.

11               MS. REYNOLDS:  Is this a done deal?

12               COL. GIPSON:  I am a uniformed

13          military officer.  I am sworn by oath to

14          support and defend the Constitution.  This

15          is not a done deal.  I would tell you that

16          this is democracy in action.

17               As I started off kind of before we

18          started the official proceedings here,

19          this is democracy in action.  And my role

20          in it is to ensure its visibility through

21          the process.

22               MS. REYNOLDS:  And, sir, can you

23          answer that same question?

24               MR. DAVIS:  I will make sure I don't

25          speak too fast.  I do appreciate the
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1          constructive criticism.  Thank you.  No,

2          ma'am.  This is not a done deal.

3               Again, we are here tonight to collect

4          information from you.  That's why everyone

5          that's sitting here, it's important to

6          hear from you of what this means to you so

7          we can take that back and share that with

8          the right people.

9               MS. REYNOLDS:  Well, I hope that

10          you're -- all three of you have spoken the

11          truth, but it's at your doorstep, not

12          mine.  But I was told last year by someone

13          else that -- and I cannot share who it

14          was, but they said this is a done deal,

15          they're just going through the steps.  And

16          I hope that's wrong.  Thank you.

17               MR. SHAW:  Thank you.

18               MS. WATTS:  These are not your

19          enemies.  These are the good guys.  This

20          landed in their lap.  They're having to

21          figure it out.  They're having to follow

22          federal law and figure it out.  They are

23          not your enemies.

24               They are extremely neutral.  They are

25          doing their job, and I think they're doing



Page 86
Transcript of Meeting 7/29/2025

1-800-245-3376
Brooks Court Reporting

1          a fabulous job of it.  They are being

2          transparent.  You can find any information

3          you need on this, but these are not your

4          enemies.  These are the good guys.  They

5          just got stuck with this project, and I

6          know they're ready to get it off their

7          desks also.

8               MS. EVANS:  What happened to the one

9          you talked about that you wish they'd go

10          back to, which was A something?

11               MS. WATTS:  The A1?

12               MS. EVANS:  Yeah.  Or whatever.

13          Yeah.  The one you said was --

14               MS. WATTS:  Yeah.  Because there's --

15          there's no -- it's just levees, and it's

16          just the A1.  But they don't make the

17          decisions.  They narrowed all of these

18          options down to these three.

19               MS. EVANS:  This part only mentions

20          two of them:  D1 and --

21               MS. WATTS:  Well, they -- well, yes,

22          and I kind of disagree with that.  But the

23          alternate A1, they do not really recommend

24          that it made it into the DEIS.  They're

25          recommending either the D1 or the E1.
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1               MS. EVANS:  What do you recommend?

2               MS. WATTS:  Well, not the D1.  It's

3          an obstruction.  And I told Colonel Gipson

4          when we met in April, you know, you asked

5          me -- I don't remember your exact

6          question, but I said no obstruction in the

7          river.  That was the first thing I said

8          was we cannot take any obstruction in the

9          river.

10               And you know, they're here.  So y'all

11          don't treat them like they're the bad

12          guys.  They're not.

13               MR. SHAW:  Anyone else?  Yes, sir.

14               MR. PYRON:  My name's Craig Pyron.

15          I'm from Crystal Springs.  I own land on

16          the Pearl River, on the sawmill at

17          Georgetown on the Pearl River.

18               And last year, early summer, we had a

19          meeting at Georgetown talking about the

20          Pearl River and all the things that were

21          going on.  And the gentleman that ran the

22          reservoir water levels said that he is

23          running the reservoir on a 1997 or '96

24          basin-wide study, and he has to do just

25          what that says.
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1               And here we are in 2025, and he's

2          running that reservoir on a study that's

3          27, 28 years old.  And there's been

4          tremendous more economic development in

5          the Flowood area where you've got more

6          asphalt, more concrete, you've got more

7          roofs, and you've got a lot of economic

8          growth.

9               And I'm for economic growth, but if we

10          don't know -- the water is not soaking in

11          the ground up there now.  It's running in

12          the Pearl River.  And I've watched the

13          banks.  The river will be up this high,

14          just -- and then, in a few hours, it's

15          down to the floor, and we're losing

16          valuable land.  And something's got to be

17          done.  Thank you.

18               MR. BERRY:  That's part of what those

19          gates that I spoke about earlier are

20          hopefully going to address as well.

21               MR. SHAW:  Anyone else.

22            (AUDIENCE CHANTS "NO WEIR.")

23               MR. SHAW:  Okay.  Well, with that,

24          we're going to conclude this part of the

25          presentation.  I would ask that you please
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1          take the opportunity to talk to our

2          subject matter experts, and thank you so

3          much for your attendance, and we

4          appreciate you very, very much.

5           (END OF PROCEEDING AT 7:35 P.M.)
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