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APPENDIX D 

 
Levee Safety Action Classification (LSAC) Table 

 
USACE Levee Safety Action Classification Table*  

 

Risk 

Actions for Levee Systems and Leveed Areas in this 
Class 

(Adapt actions to specific levee system conditions.) 
 

Risk Characteristics of 
this Class 

Very 
High 
(1) 

 

Based on risk drivers, take immediate action to implement interim risk reduction 
measures.  Increase frequency of levee monitoring, communicate risk 
characteristics to the community within an expedited timeframe; verify 
emergency plans and flood inundation maps are current; ensure community is 
aware of flood warning systems and evacuation procedures; and, recommend 
purchase of flood insurance.  Support risk reduction actions as very high 
priority.   

Likelihood of inundation due to 
breach and/or system 
component malfunction in 
combination with loss of life, 
economic, or environmental 
consequences results in very 
high risk.   

High 
(2) 

 

 Based on risk drivers, implement interim risk reduction measures.  Increase 
frequency of levee monitoring; communicate risk characteristics to the 
community within an expedited timeframe; verify emergency plans and flood 
inundation maps are current; ensure community is aware of flood warning and 
evacuation procedures; and, recommend purchase of flood insurance. Support 
risk reduction actions as high priority. 

Likelihood of inundation due to 
breach and/or system 
component malfunction in 
combination with loss of life, 
economic, or environmental 
consequences results in high 
risk. 

Moderate 
(3) 

 

 Based on risk drivers, implement interim risk reduction measures as 
appropriate.  Verify risk information is current and implement routine monitoring 
program; assure O&M is up to date; communicate risk characteristics to the 
community in a timely manner; verify emergency plans and flood inundation 
maps are current; ensure community is aware of flood warning and evacuation 
procedures; and, recommend purchase of flood insurance.  Support risk 
reduction actions as a priority. 

Likelihood of inundation due to 
breach and/or system 
component malfunction in 
combination with loss of life, 
economic, or environmental 
consequences results in 
moderate risk.  

Low 
(4) 

 Verify risk information is current and implement routine monitoring program and 
interim risk reduction measures if appropriate; assure O&M is up to date; 
communicate risk characteristics to the community as appropriate; verify 
emergency plans and flood inundation maps are current; ensure community is 
aware of flood warning and evacuation procedures; and,  recommend purchase 
of flood insurance.  Support risk reduction actions to further reduce risk to as 
low as practicable.  

Likelihood of inundation due to 
breach and/or system 
component malfunction in 
combination with loss of life, 
economic, or environmental 
consequences results in low risk.   

Very Low 
(5) 

 
Continue to implement routine levee monitoring program, including operation 
and maintenance, inspections, and monitoring of risk.  Communicate risk 
characteristics to the community as appropriate; verify emergency plans and 
flood inundation maps are current; ensure community is aware of flood warning 
and evacuation procedures; and recommend purchase of flood insurance.   

Likelihood of inundation due to 
breach and/or system 
component malfunction in 
combination with loss of life, 
economic, or environmental 
consequences results in very low 
risk.   

No 
Verdict 

 
Not enough information is available to assign an LSAC.  

*Levee risk is the risk that exists due to the presence of the levee system and this is the risk used to inform the decision on the LSAC 
assignment.   
The information presented in this table does not reflect the overtopping without breach risk associated with the presence or operation of 
the levee system. 

 
  


