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U.S. Army Engineer District, Vicksburg
ATTN: Mr. Kent Parrish
4155 Clay Street
Vicksburg, Mississippi 39183-3435
Dear Kent,
I have completed comments (Enclosure 1) EPA’s “Economic and Environmental
Restoration Initiative” for the Lower Yazoo River Basin.
If you have additional comments or questions, please let me know.
Sincerely,

Jesse K. McDonald
President/Senior Economist
Encl

Comments on:
Lower Yazoo River Basin
Economic and Environmental Restoration Initiative
Prepared by:
Jesse K. McDonald
President/Senior Economist
JAYMAC Consultants
215 Santa Anita Drive
Starkville, Mississippi 39759

1. Priority One: Public Safety and Public Health
a. Flood protection of structures-houses/business/roads. In the current economic
analysis, several alternatives were analyzed that provided flood protection to
houses/business/roads. Alternative 2A provides nonstructural measures for
buildings in the 100-year flood plain; i.e., floodproofing all structures damaged by
100-year flood event, ……… Alternative 2B includes 14 ring levees and
removing or relocating the remaining structures outside the protected areas of
these ring levees.
b. Sewer and water infrastructure improvements and Environmental Health.
Although the measures described in these two sections may be in the interest of
the residents of the Lower Yazoo River Basin, they are not in the authority of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Yazoo Backwater Pump Study.
2, Priority Two: Floodplain Protection and Restoration and Community Economic
Development
a. Conservation Easements from willing sellers on 50,000-80,000 acres on the most
frequently-flooded lands through specially targeted Emergency Wetland Reserve
Program (NRCS)/Section 319 (EPA) initiatives. Alternatives analyzed in the
current analysis included the land acquisition that ranged from the acquisition of
197,600 acres of agricultural lands between 91 and 100.3 feet, NGVD, through
flowage easements (Alternative 2); the purchase of perpetual easements on
124,400 acres of woodlands to be reforested and 81,800 acres of woodlands to
prevent any future clearing (Alternative 7); to the acquisition and
reforestation/conservation measures on 26,400 acres of agricultural lands through
perpetual easements from willing sellers (Alternative 2B). The recommended
alternative (Alternative 5) includes the acquisition of conservation easements and
reforestation on 55,600 acres of agricultural lands at the lowest elevations.

b. Creation of a new National Wildlife Refuge to include a 20,000 acre bottomland
hardwood wetland and deep-water swamp wetland restoration initiative; this
project is to assist in meeting objectives of Hypoxia Task Force Plan,
approximately 20,000 of the most frequently flooded tributary riparian area lands
will be targeted for fee-title acquisition. It is very doubtful, that under existing
budget constraints, that any Federal or state agency would be willing or fiscally
able, to take on the management and operation of an additional 20,000 acre
wildlife refuge.
c. Landowner assistance, education/technology transfer on sustainable forestry
operations and economic development implemented by U.S. Forest Service,
private industry, non-government organizations. Even though this may be a
useful program for local landowners, it is not in the authority of the current study.
d. Assistance to landowners for best management practice installation on
agricultural lands; to be conducted through USDA, EQIP programs. Even
though this may be a useful program for local landowners, it is not in the authority
of the current study.
e. Development of a model carbon sequestration trading program specific to the
Yazoo River Basin. Even though markets for carbon sequestration trading seem to
exist, specific guidelines on the use of such markets in the evaluation of Federal
projects have not been established.
3.

Priority Three: Economic Development through Nature Based Tourism
a. Establish a National Recreation Area to include the existing complex of refuge
and national forest land, and the proposed new National Wildlife Refuge. The
proposed new National Wildlife Refuge has been addressed earlier. Also, as
stated earlier, it is highly unlikely that any additional National or state entities can
be managed and operated under current budget constraints. In many cases,
Federal and state entities are discontinuing or drastically reducing services on
existing projects.

b. Establish a Delta Interpretative Center within Delta National Forest or other
existing public lands. See comments above concerning budget restrictions.

c. Develop integrated promotional materials, programs, and activities, such as bird
watching trails…….. These type activities are not within the authority of this
study.
d. In coordination with Department of Interior and National Forest Service; other
public and private entities. These type activities are not within the authority of
this study.

e. Community Watershed Assistance Office. Probably not sufficient funding in
private or state entities to accomplish this task.
f. Technical assistance to private landowners for establishing hunting and
recreation opportunities. Again, under current budget constraints, it would
probably be very difficult to find an entity that could afford to undertake this task.
g. Funding for job training in the fields of forest and fish and wildlife management,
and ecotourism development and business management. These type activities are
not within the authority of this study.

