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ONRCS

Natural Resourses Conservation Service
Greenwood Araa Offlce

F.O.Bax 1180

Greenwood, M5 88935-1180
(662)d53-2762 (662)453-7841FAX

June 23, 2005

Mr. Peter Nimrod, Chief Engineer
Mississippi River Levee Board
P.O. Box 637

Greenville, MS 38702-0637

Dear Mr. Nimrod,

This is a follow up letter of our rheeting with Mr. Kent Parish of the U.S. Corps of
Engineers on May 12, 2005, in Vicksburg.

Since the beginning of the Farm Bill Program in 1985, which allowed for land retirement,
we have enrolled 105,028 acres in the Wetland Reserve Program in the Mississippi
Delta. Additionally, we have provided technical services to the Farm Service Agencies
enrolling 167,109 acres in the Conservation Reserve Program. All of these acreages
are established to bottomland hardwoods. Each year we enroll an additional 8 to 9,000
acres in the Wetland Reserve Program and plant that acreage in hardwood seedlings.

Since 1985, we have had approximately 1,105 acres converted from woodlands to
croplands in the 13 delta or part delta counties that make up our area. As you can see,
this is a very small amount of land converted from woodland to cropland. | do not
foresee this trend changing in the future. | believe that there will continue to be many
acres planted to hardwood trees in the Mississippi Delta.

If | can provide more information, please let me know.

Sincerely,

The Natural Resources Consarvatian Service providas leadership In a partnership effort ta help peaple
conserve, maintain, and Improve our natural resources and environment,

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer
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Sulie 1321, Feders] Building -
100 West Capitol Sireet
o dJackson, MS 28208

Board of Mississippi Levee Cormmissioners
_James E. Wanamaker, Chief Engineer

P.O. Box 637 o

Greenville, MS ‘38702—0637
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