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                          1201 Blakely Dam Road                                      LOCFC

                               Royal, AR 71964                        
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC)

DATE:  14 January 2008
CALL TO ORDER:  1858 Hours by Arnie Habig
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Brenda Meeks, Operations Project Manager, Ouachita Project Management Office

Jennifer R. Adams, Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Robbie Hancock, Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Al Behm

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer
Al Gathright
Arnie Habig

Sue Hale

Larry Raney
Patty Roddenberry
Buck Rogers

Jerry Shields

Pat Smith

Jerry Williams

Howard Wright
Minutes Review:  The November 13, 2007 minutes were approved.

Subcommittee Progress Reports: 

Lake Ouachita Vista Trail and ADA Trail:

Jerry S. stated that 1/3 mile of the LOViT trail had to be redone at Mountain Harbor Road due to parking complaints from an adjacent private landowner.  The trail would be relocated but it would take 1 mile to replace.  However, it will keep to the original goal of only using Corps and Forest Service land for the trail and parking.  Also, a portion of the Hickory Nut Mountain section of trail would have to be relocated due to proximity of private land.  Two National Recreation Trail Grants totaling $138,000.00 have been applied for to use on the Hickory Nut Mountain Renovation and the trail extension; neither have been received yet..  Both grants should be approved by the end of January.  All benches and plaques have been completed and work started today on the third section of trail, up to the Hickory Nut Mountain Vista, with the Corps equipment operator.  Jerry S. complimented the Corps’ equipment operator on the job he had done and stated it was possible that the third leg of the trail could be completed by the end of the year.  A discussion was held on the possibility of loaning two Forest Service operators to operate the two machines the FOLO was renting for trail construction.  Jerry told the Members about the night-time “Armadillo Run” conducted by Shangri-La and held the third week in November. 
Rick S. and Jerry S. met with the county judge on the ADA trail.  An approximately $150,000 grant from Arkansas Game and Fish Commission was approved.  Clearing for the elevated section has begun, with about 500 feet and second part of the loop to go.  The grant will pay for the piers and volunteers will build the decking.  Montgomery County will do the paving.  The kiosk is up and parking lot prepared for paving.  A target completion date of 1 June was estimated by Jerry S.  The possibilities of a restroom and picnic area were discussed.  
Other info – Jerry S. has been invited to the International Trail Symposium in Little Rock for November 2008, hosted by the National Trails Association.  Some pre- and post symposium activities may be held at LOViT.  
Campgrounds:  

FLREA/ACERIA:  Dave D. asked whether or not Colonel Wehr had received a copy of the FLREA staff study.  Arnie H. stated it was forwarded to Rick S. on September 28, 2007 and Rick S. informed him it had been forwarded to Colonel Wehr and a copy of the FLREA staff study was given to the Little Rock Engineer District.  LOCFC has not received a response from Vicksburg District.  However, as a result of sending the FLREA staff study to the Little Rock Engineer District, they are taking credit for the HR 4304 Army Corps of Engineer Recreation Improvement Act (ACERIA) introduced into legislation on December 6, 2007, which was referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  Arnie H. stated that no response has been received from Senators Pryor’s and Lincoln’s offices to the LOCFC letters sent to them on December 17, 2007 asking them to co-sponsor companion legislation in the senate.


Stakeholders Meeting:  Brenda M. stated that a Stakeholder meeting with Colonel Wehr would be held at the Ouachita Project Management Office on 28 January.  The LOCFC would be able to have two representatives present at the meeting. Members discussed whether or not to take a hard stance at the meeting.  Discussion was held on the recreation budget, how appropriations fees need to be specifically earmarked for recreation, and on pressuring local and state politicians.  Jerry S. stated that the Quorum Court in Montgomery County passed a resolution to keep the campgrounds open year round and that by law a response is required.  A discussion was held on what the LOCFC can offer to help Colonel Wehr and if Arnie H. should visit the Colonel in Vicksburg.  It was determined that Al G. and Arnie H. would attend the meeting on January 28. 
NRRS:  Arnie H. stated that the NRRS allowed him to make a reservation for 2 May even though the campground doesn’t open until 5 May.  The reservation window has changed from 240 days in advance to 180 days.  Recreation.gov website is stating all campgrounds are full instead of campgrounds are closed.  Robby H stated he is working with NRRS on this problem.
Lake Ouachita Clean-up:  Arnie H. stated it is time to start thinking of T-Shirt ideas for the clean-up.  Pat W. will be looking at combining Lake Hamilton and the Lake Ouachita clean-up when he returns from vacation.
Aquatic Weed:  Aquatic Nuisance Species Planning Task Force (ANSPTF) meeting to be held 15 January.  Al B. stated that federal funds are available and the LOCFC needs to keep the aquatic weed committee active.  
FOLO – No activity, balance of $15,019.04 
Adjournment:  The LOCFC adjourned at 8:32 p.m.  
