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                          1201 Blakely Dam Road                                      LOCFC

                               Royal, AR 71964                        
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC)

DATE:  October 8, 2007

CALL TO ORDER:  1900 Hours, Ouachita Project Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Richard D. Stokes, Resource Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office

David Wilkie, Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Bill Barnes

Al Behm

Rick Farmer

Al Gathright

Arnie Habig
Sue Hale
Larry Raney (New Member)

Buck Rogers

Jerry Shields 

Pat Smith
Jerry Williams

Pat Witherspoon
Howard Wright

Announcements:  Arnie H. introduced Larry Raney as the newest member and stated all the positions are now filled.  Arnie H. said a new member list had been sent out to everyone prior to the meeting..

Minutes Review:  Arnie H. asked for a review of the 10 September 2007 minutes. A motion for approval of the minutes was made, seconded and approved. 
Lake Ouachita Vista Trail: Jerry S. said ADA trail was moving along, the kiosk was up, the parking lot is completed along with 1.5 miles of trail. The LOViT is being flagged out for benches with stakes and some benches have been put in. Three (3) volunteers showed up today to work the placement of benches on the trail. Tentatively, the week of October 15-19, 2007 has been set to utilize equipment from the Corps along with an operator. The Corps and volunteers are scheduled to meet at the Joplin Church at 0830 hrs on October 15, 2007 to begin work. There was discussion on finding a secure area to store the mini-excavator when not in use, rather than transporting the equipment daily to the trail site.  The problem was resolved. 


A fern expert, Mr. Dan Crank is scheduled to be in the area on October 25th to hike the trail and point out all the different types of ferns along the trail. 
Aquatic Weed:  Rick S. said the fly over has been completed and the Corps will need some volunteers for ground truthing after the result come in. 
Twin Creeks Boat Ramp: AG&F has placed a new slab at the end of the ramp, however, there is a drop-off on each side that measures about 2 ½ feet, which needs to be corrected. 
Fisheries and Campground:  Sue Hale said that the East Lab at Mt. Pine is interested in working with the Corps and the LOCFC on various projects. They have a websites: www.mpseast.com. One of the projects they are interested in is the mapping of Lake Ouachita. Sue asked if it would be possible for them to come and do a presentation during the next meeting on Monday, 12 November 2007. Bill B. said they would need to look at giving them ample time on the agenda vs. other agenda items. Arnie H. said they would need to get with Rick S., if they needed any special equipment and they would need to be ready to kick the program off at 1900hrs.  The Members agreed to have a presentation by Mt. Pine High Tech Lab students at the beginning of the meeting in November.
Marina Safety: Bill B. said during a recent marine expo he had attended that they had a Marina Electrical Safety Seminar on boat faults and ground faults that cause electrical problems at marinas. He said he would be sending out copies a Power Point presentation to Marinas on Lake Ouachita and to the Corps.  
Federal Land Recreation Enhancement Act (FLREA): Arnie H. said the Staff Study on the FLREA was completed and forwarded to Rick S. He had received a message that the staff study was timely, since General Crear was going before a Congressional Committee next week and may use the staff study as a reference. 
NRRS: Dave D suggested an experiment on the reservation system that would be more equitable and allow some method for one to two week campsite utilization. He recommended a committee prepare a staff study to make this recommendation.  A Campground Review Committee, consisting of Pat Smith, Buck Rogers, Rick Farmer, Al Behm, and Arnie Habig, was formed to address possible changes that could be made to the NRRS to increase campsite utilization. Arnie H. will develop a draft staff study, but asked the Committee to do some research on local campgrounds. 

Lake Cleanup Results: Pat W. gave a final report on the Lake Ouachita cleanup. The number of volunteers and turnout was fair. There was one scout troop that was counted as one volunteer rather than counting the whole troop.  It was felt this type of head count on that day made it look like less than the more than 200 volunteers who participated. 


Al G. asked that possible in January 2008 we decide if we want to join with Lake Hamilton and the state park cleanup and to decide on the shirts for 2008.  Jerry S. said that they do have money left over to start with for next year. Bill B. said that Cisco Food gave the food and may send a team next year to participate in the cleanup. 
FOLO Budget:  Jerry S. provided a budget overview for the cleanup and everything is in the green with a balance of $14, 489.14
Adjournment: 2030hrs. 
