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                          1201 Blakely Dam Road                                      LOCFC

                               Royal, AR 71964                        
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC)

DATE:  14 May 2007

CALL TO ORDER:  1900 Hours, Jerry Shield’s Home
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Richard D. Stokes, Park Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Titus Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Beverly Buys

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer

Al Gathright

Arnie Habig

Sue Hale
Jerry Shields

Patrick Witherspoon

Howard Wright
Announcements:  Arnie H. presented Rick S. with a personalized plaque for his dedication and support of LOCFC and the LOViT to be placed on a trail bench. Al G. presented Arnie H. with a personalized plaque for his leadership and support of the LOCFC and the LOViT to be placed on a trail bench.
Minutes Review:  It was moved by Arnie Habig the April 9, 2007 minutes approved as submitted. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

New Business:  Arnie H. sent two (2) letters to the AGFC, one on May 9, 2007 and the second on April 18, 2007. The first letter to Mike Armstrong, Chief of Fisheries, contained supporting background information obtained from Johnnie C. identifying locations for carp introduction on the North side of the lake.  Second letter to Scott Henderson, Director AGFC, was in reference to the a statewide Aquatic Nuisance Species Task force for the State that has been formed.  It was recommended the LOFC send a letter requesting Member participation on the task force.
Waste Water Subcommittee: Rick S.  elaborated on the 592 Elevation issue that the Corps is dealing with regarding the placement of sewage disposal tanks Rick S. gave the Members background on the problem and speculated on where this will possibly lead in the future if we cannot get the State and the Corps to set a definite elevation, which is based on either the vegetation line denoting aquatic to terrestrial plants or the spillway elevation.  Rick S. stated he was still working on a draft SOP to be presented to the LOCFC for its comments and possible additional input.
Lake Ouachita Vista Trail: Jerry S. stated since the last meeting another bridge had been constructed.  Two creek crossings have been armored along with the approaches.  Titus H. informed the Members about the signage on the critical area road crossings with an anticipated placement prior to Memorial Day.  Jerry S. talked more about the trail propinquity problems with the Bates’ rent house at the Joplin crossing and the limited parking in this area.  Due to a similar problem with the Hickory Nut Mountain trail layout the USFS has agreed to relocate the planned trail and provide another EA for the area.  
Jerry stated he had called Representative Ross’s office to find out the status of the $4.5 M request to complete the LOViT and the Crystal Gap Bridge.  He was informed there is the possibility LOCFC would get the money requested.  Because of this conversation Jerry called a meeting with the USFS and the Corps at Federal building in Hot Springs to determine where the appropriated money for the LOViT would go.  The USFS didn’t seem to want any part of the appropriated money but would be willing let the Corps have all of it for trail construction.  Also the USFS would transfer the land upon which the Crystal Gap Bridge would be built to the Corps.  The USFS asked if an alternate route would be feasible and was informed it would not since the alternate trail would add 15 miles, cross 270, and then come back to the planned trail on the West side of Crystal Gap at a cost comparable to the cost of the bridge and possibly more. Jerry said there were also incidentals to the bridge construction and approach that had not been considered at an additional cost of $1 M, which Representative Ross’s office did not think a problem for increasing the original request.  Jerry S. said that according to Rep. Ross’s Office we should know how much we will be receiving by the fall.  He stated if the Corps/LOCFC get the money the intent is to hire six full time construction workers to complete the entire LOViT.
ADA Trail: Rick S. and Jerry S. informed the Members that Montgomery County has upgraded the road to the gateway trail head off Shangri-La Road, ADA Watchable trail Site prep is in process for the restroom and trail base, and that Ms. Kirsten Bartlow (w/AG&F) has recommended the LOCFC and Corps write letters to the AGFC informing them of the trail construction progress and requesting information on their allocation of funds for their 1/3rd of the ADA Trail. 
Trail Construction Award: Arnie H. announced that Jerry S. will be receiving another award for the LOViT trail on June 2nd and asked Al G. if he would accept the Award on Jerry S. behalf and LOCFC.  Al G. stated he would.
Marine Safety:  Sue H. said that marina safety the letters had been sent to Corps and Lake Ouachita Marina Operators Association through Bill Barnes for concessionaires to emphasize safety over Memorial Day. Sue also encouraged the implement of a news release w/photo of marina concession, Corps and LOCFC representatives.  Rick S. warned that it could get bogged down taking this route so the LOCFC should take the lead in drafting the article.  

National Safe Boating Week/Water Safety Saturation Campaign: Titus H. informed the LOCFC of the plans for a saturation campaign date for May 19-20th.  This involves Corps Rangers from DeGray, Greeson and the Mississippi Lakes, AG&F, Montgomery County, Garland County and Local Volunteer Fire Depts. He encouraged the Members of the LOCFC to participate as Volunteers with patrols and dock walks to make people on the lake aware of water safety related issues. Howard W., Arnie H. and Rick F. and Sue H. all volunteered.
LO Cleanup 2007: Pat W. provided a rough plan for the cleanup and a to-do list for everyone.  The date of September 15, 2007 has been approved for the cleanup.   Titus will look into the Pavilion Reservation.  
FOLO Report: Jerry S. provided the Members with a financial update:  
Adjournment:  The LOCFC adjourned at 8:50pm. Thanks Again to Jerry S. for a being such a Great Host!
