LOCFC Minutes

April 9, 2007

Page 2 of 3 pages


[image: image1.jpg]


Lake Ouachita Citizen Focus Committee

[image: image2.png]US Army Corps
of Engineerse



[image: image3.wmf]                         

                          1201 Blakely Dam Road                                      LOCFC

                               Royal, AR 71964                        
www.lakeouachita.org
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee 

DATE:  April 09, 2007
CALL TO ORDER:  1900 Hours, Ouachita Project Office
Members Present:

Al Behm

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer

Al Gathright

Arnie Habig

Sue Hale

Dan Mobley

Patty Roddenberry

Jerry Shields

Jerry Williams

Patrick Witherspoon

Howard Wright

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:  Titus Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Announcements:  Al Behm stated he will not be at the next couple of meetings since his undergoing by-pass surgery.  Arnie H. said he will have a medical excused absence and the Members wished him well.

Minutes Review:  Arnie H. asked for a review of the minutes from March 12, 2007. Sue H. reminded everyone that she was indeed at the last meeting. Correction Noted. Dave D. said that he was not at the last meeting but was listed. Correction noted. Pat W. motioned to accept the minutes with those corrections. Patty R. seconded and Members approved the motion.
New Business: 

Aquatic Weed:  Al G. provided a report on the March 20th meeting on the Fisheries management Plan for Lake Ouachita. He noted that there was good LOCFC representation and other Lake Ouachita interested organizations overall. The Lake Ouachita Fisheries Management Advisory Group voted to accept the aquatic weed control strategies section of the plan. One of the strategies within this section is the stocking of 10,000 carp. The AG&F stated the mortality rate of the carp will be minimal.

Dan M. stated that it only takes a few carp per acre to make an impact. Jerry S. passed around information packets on the habits of carp for those interested. The information noted that Hydrilla was one of the carp’s favorite foods. Al G. stated the key to the stocking would be the satellite imagery. Titus H. asked if the AG&F would be inclined to add additional amounts of carp, if requested. Al G. said he felt they would if the Corps ever requests it. Al B. supported the idea of the carp and feels the P-Fly’s are working and getting approximately 8ft cuts into the hydrilla matted areas. Al G. encouraged the LOCFC, in coordination with the Corps and Johnny Cantrell, to write the AGFC requesting the carp be stocked in designated area identified in either June or July timeframe. Al G. moved a letter be written by the Chairman to the AGFC, it was seconded and passed unanimously. 
Arnie H. asked Titus H. to contact Johnny Cantrell and work on a date in the June to show the P-Fly operation. The Members feel this will give everyone a good grasp of where the program is at this time. Arnie also asked to set up a meeting with Johnny C. to work on the draft letter to the AG&F concerning the carp.


Lake Ouachita Vista Trail: Jerry S. reported there are presently 2-3 times as many people using the trail than a month ago. The impact has definitely been noticed by the Shangri-La Resort with an estimated increase in patrons of about 36% on weekends. Titus H. informed the Members about the meeting he had with Al G., Jerry S. and Dennald Stroud of the AH&TD concerning the signage and safety at the crossings on Shangri-La and Mountain Harbor roads. The AH&TD has been very cooperative and the meeting went really well. Titus said he had just received Dennald S.’s outlines and recommendation in the mail and will be implementing the recommendation and getting the signs together.
Jerry S. talked about the Phase III of the trail that will go up Hickory Nut Mt. and potential problems that exist with a couple of locations. One is where the trail comes close to private property. (See Attached). 

The ADA Trail - AGFC has not cleared any funding. Montgomery Co. Judge, Ted Elder expressed concerns for potential losing of $30K in grant money because of the AGFC delays in committing their portion of the funding that is needed. Patty R. is going to contact the AR Rehab Center for support of the ADA portion of the trail. 

Recreation Trail Nomination - Arnie H. forwarded the draft to the members prior to the meeting and requested comments. Jerry S. asked if there was a way to put in more than one nomination per category; Education, Communication, Dual Usage, etc. The committee feels that this is acceptable. It was decided Arnie H. should proceed after he contacts the Recreation Trail Awards Point of Contact for clarification. Dave D. Motioned to proceed. Al B. seconded. Motion passed and the Members approved.
Waste Water Discharge Issues: Titus H. said that he was still in the process of drafting the SOP. The office is working ongoing issues in dealing with wastewater at this time. It is taking a little more time than expected. He should have it by the next meeting. 
Marine Electrical Service Safety:  Sue H. presented a proposed letter to Rick S. and the Staff Study. Sue H. moved to have the staff study and letter accepted and forwarded to Rick S. Al B. seconded the motion and it was approved by the Members. 

Sue H. also presented a draft letter to the Lake Ouachita Marina Operators. She said that she had talked with the President of the association, Bill Barnes and had his assistance in drafting something that they both felt the marina operators would accept.  Dave D. moved to accept the letter with minor corrections, Patty R. seconded and the Members approved.
Titus H. talked about the planned Water Safety Blitz planned for May 19-20, 2007 for Lake Ouachita. 

Lake Ouachita Cleanup:  Arnie H. discussed the different dates for the clean up. Pat W. talked about some of the research that he had done and the information that he had received from the Greer’s Ferry Project Office. He said that the Greer’s Ferry Office strongly suggested utilizing the Boy Scouts and middle schools in the area. The Members discussed all the options available and came to the conclusion the best date would be September 15, 2007 as the date to host the cleanup. Jerry S. moved the date of the cleanup be September 15, 2007, Sue H. seconded and the Members approved. Pat W. will be the Chairman over this committee and Al G. and Arnie H. will assist on the committee.


Jerry S. recommended reducing the amount of sponsorship from $150.00 to $100.00 due to the amount of funds left over from 2006 clean up.  The members approved the recommendation.
Watershed Quality Maintenance Sub: Arnie H. noted that there was one letter from the Caddo District but no action necessary from the committee.
FOLO Financial Report: Jerry S. said that he would be sending out the report.
Comments:  Jerry S. said that the next meeting would be held at his home in Silver. Directions to his home will be sent out prior to next months meeting on May 14, 2007. 

Titus H. talked about the Special Event Permits used during fishing tournaments that are issued by the Lake Ouachita Field Office and their limitations based on an inquiry relating to regulations for bass tournaments.
Adjournment:  The LOCFC adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

