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                          1201 Blakely Dam Road                                      LOCFC

                               Royal, AR 71964                        
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC)

DATE:  March 12, 2007
CALL TO ORDER:  1900 Hours, Ouachita Project Office
Members Present:

Bill Barnes

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer

Al Gathright

Arnie Habig

Jerry Shields

Jerry McCrory
Jerry Williams

Patrick Witherspoon

Howard Wright

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Titus Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Announcements:  Arnie H. asked if anyone else thought it would be appropriate to send letters of appreciation to all the news media that covered the LOViT trail dedication on Friday March 02, 2007. No objections. 

Minutes Review:  Arnie H. Rick F. asked a question about the $750K for the remaining portion of the trail. Jerry S. explained the figures in more detail and expounded on the fact that the figure did not include the proposed suspension bridge. Bill B. motioned to accept the minutes. Jerry S. seconded and Members approved the motion.
New Business: 

Aquatic Weed:  Al B. was absent but Arnie H. provided information for Al. B. Arnie H. said that Al. B. feels that a letter needs to be written to the AG&F about the aquatic vegetation. Al G. provided additional input on this issue. Al G. fees that there should be more carp placed in the lake higher that the 10K that the AG&F owes the Corps. Al B. had met with Johnny Cantrell earlier. Johnny C. feels that 10K is enough carp.


Arnie H. stressed the point that the members needed to have a consensus on whether or not to support the additional placement of the carp or not. It was determined that more information is needed to come to a consensus. There is a meeting on March 20, 2007 on the draft Fisheries Management Plan for Lake Ouachita, hosted by the AG&F. Al G. read a portion of the draft Fisheries Plan proposed by the AG&F regarding the stocking of carp. This portion of the draft stressed that stocking of carp would be in specifically targeted locations in cooperation with the Corps of Engineers along with chemical and biological controls. Al G. made the motion to support the AG&F Fisheries Management Plan as it stands in draft form. Jerry S. seconded. 


Bill B. asked if Al B. was there would he support the carp? Al G. said that he wouldn’t according to the e-mail that he provided. No consensus from the group on the issue. Al G. made a motion to support the AG&F draft in its present form. Jerry S. seconded and the Members approved the motion.
Lake Ouachita Vista Trail:  Jerry S. gave an update on the benches and the work is yet to be completed prior to the trails completion. He highlighted the Parking Area on Mt. Harbor Road. He also suggested that the committee forward a letter of appreciation to the True Value Hardware Store in Mt. Ida for their support. This was approved unanimously. The Eagle Vista Spur is in progress. Jerry S. said that the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on March 02, 2007 went well! There were approximately 65-75 people in attendance. There have been approximately 800 volunteer hours provided in building the trail. Jerry S. noted there were two sites on the trail where ATV’s had been traversing and damaged a part of the trail. 
Jerry S. also discussed the viability of T-shirts and revenue for adds on the T-shirts. Al G. made a motion to create a T-shirt with LOViT on it for sale with return proceeds going to the LOCO Non-profit for the LOViT trail. Rick F. seconded and the Members approved the motion.
Jerry S. showed a video of the trail, a small trail guide, and brochure on the tail.  The trail guide and brochure will be passed out at campgrounds and resorts. 

Titus H. and Bill B. agreed to talk w/customers about hazards near the planned crosswalks. 
Waste Water Discharge Issues: Dan M. absent.  Arnie H. said the Wastewater Discharge Subcommittee (Dan M., Dave D, and Arnie H.) had a meeting on February 22 with Rick S. and Titus H.  After some discussion it was decided the USACE would an SOP in early April on Wastewater Discharge for review by the subcommittee. The subcommittee would make recommended changes, prepare a staff study, and submit it to Rick S. for consideration and appropriate action.
Marine Electrical Service Safety:  Sue H. absent. Arnie said that there have been proposed action with a Staff Study but he hasn’t had time to draft it. 

Fisheries and Campground:  Arnie H. October 06, 2007 is still on the table. Everyone should be talking with different groups, NRM groups and colleges.
Watershed Quality Maintenance Sub: Arnie H. had received one letter referencing the Kate’s Creek Watershed.  Jerry W. said that he was concerned about burning and soil disturbing activities. Arnie H. asked Jerry W. to provide him with input to draft a committee letter on this issue. 

FOLO Financial Report: Jerry S. report (to be determined and forwarded to Titus).
Adjournment:  The LOCFC adjourned at 8:20pm.

