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                          1201 Blakely Dam Road                                      LOCFC

                               Royal, AR 71964                        
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC)

DATE:  12 February 2007
CALL TO ORDER:  1900 Hours, Ouachita Project Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Titus Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Pamela Rowland, Natural Resource Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office
Bill Jackson, Safety Ranger, Ouachita Project Office

Members Present:

Bill Barnes

Al Behm

Beverly Buys

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer

Al Gathright

Arnie Habig

Dan Mobley

Patty Roddenberry

Jerry Shields

Jerry Williams

Patrick Witherspoon

Announcements:  Closure of Mountain Pine Lumber Weyerhaeuser.  Arnie H. read a letter from Weyerhaeuser expressing their appreciation to the LOCFC for supporting their Christmas efforts
Minutes Review:  It was moved by Bill B. that the minutes approved as submitted. The motion was seconded by Dan M. and approved unanimously.

New Business: 

Aquatic Weed:  Pam R. reported if we had waited one month, we would be able to see damage on the Hydria that feeds the P-Flies but they are still dormant and have been since 2003.  The Corps have released 10K of P-Fly larva into the lake, but none in 2006.  Because of high temperatures in the growing pond it turned over killing 25 to 30 million of the P-Fly larvae.  The Corps had installed water chillers to keep the ponds cool and is finding successful reproduction of P-Flies. The Corps did learn some lessons from using the chillers in the ponds but they are coming back.  
There were a lot of questions regarding the Carp whether the AGFC still plans to put carp into the lake. The only thing is not to release them in the P-Fly release locations for fear that they will eventually eat the plants containing the P-Fly larva. 
Pam stated the Corps has approximately 150-200k Vallisinaria plants to be planted this year for native vegetation.  You can find Vallisinaria around Brady campground.  There were various questions about this native plant, areas of priority, depth of growth and plans for CY06. Pam R. said the weevils are doing okay.  She also noted that if 10k carp were deposited in the lake then approximately survival rate could be around 3k.  
Pam R. said any questions she couldn’t answer be written down and Titus H. or Pam R. would get them to Johnny Cantrell for further explanation.  The question was asked regarding the number of colonies of flies. Pam R. said there were 13+ colonies established during the last count. Ideal time to infest is prior to fall so they can go dormant before water temperatures get to cold.  Bill B. had questions about the AGFC Fisheries Management Plan as to whether it was a Draft or Final? He was informed it is still in draft form.  Pam R. asked that all questions be sent to her or Titus H. by Feb. 16, 2007. 
Lake Ouachita Vista Trail:  Jerry S. gave an update on the trail. He said that 10 miles of trail had been completed to date.  Rick S. and Jerry S. went to AGFC and informed them that approximately $800K has been spent on the trail so far but still need another $750K to finish the trail.  Jerry S. presented a slide program to the LOCFC highlighting the trail and its construction. This was an outstanding presentation. It is scheduled to be shown at the chamber of commerce meeting in Mt. Ida in the near future.  Finishing work is being conducted on Joplin portion of the trail and should be ready for the Ribbon cutting on Friday March 2.  The Democrat Gazette, Sentinel Record, and Montgomery County News will be there and Mike Ross will send a representative.  Jerry showed the layout of the planned 500 ft. bridge for foot traffic and mountain biking at a cost of $2.6M.
Waste Water Discharge Issues: Dan M. no report.  Needs meeting on Feb.22, 2006 at 1:00pm to discuss questions submitted.  Bill Jackson said he reviewed the questions submitted by the Waste Water Discharge Committee, provided answers but it had not been approved by Rick S. 
Marine Electrical Service Safety:  Sue H. was not present due to illness.  She submitted information on the Marina Safety Issues.  Arnie H. submitted the information including a Staffing Study for committee to approve and proposed signage.  Titus H. and Bill J. expanded on the Corps Water Safety Committee and what is going on there.  Bill B. talked about the concessionaire’s ability to manage docks and the problems they’d had.  Titus H. provided additional comments regarding the Corps stance on Marina Safety. Arnie H. requested that any comments to arrive by Feb. 26, 2007 on the Staff Study, Signage, and letter to be forwarded to Rick S. and the Corps.
Fisheries and Campground:  Arnie H. said that Sue had proposed incorporating the lake clean-up and safety awareness.  Bill J. said that there is an awareness course offered that could be utilized with static displays, fireboats, fire dept., etc.  Cleanup in the morning and events in the evening.  There is a marina dock safety course that could be available.  Bill B. said there is a company that will be putting on a Marina Electrical Safety class (3hrs) during the Marina Operators Conference.  Arnie H. said more thought should be given to this for the educational aspect.  Clean up should be set by next month with a proposed date being October 06, 2007.  Bill J. said that a focus should be on public outreach for the local schools and we may look into awarding a traveling trophy for the schools with the greatest participation and trash picked up. Bill B. said that he didn’t think that the cleanup day and the safety day should be combined.
Watershed Quality Maintenance Sub: Arnie H. No responses needed for letters from Womble district letters.  Jerry W.-No report.
FOLO Financial Report: Jerry S. collected for $3200 for those affected by the shutdown of the Weyerhaeuser Mill in Mt. Pine. These funds that were collected were immediately dispersed for the Weyerhaeuser Support Food Drive. 

Lake Cleanup has $2,670.00 remaining.  
Announcements: Arnie H. suggested that the LOCFC meet at least once a month and work on the trail.  This will ensure its completion and demonstrate the committees support. 
Sanitation Advisory Committee:   Arnie H. gave the following report regarding marine sanitation on boat at Lake Ouachita:  There are 1,032 boats, 891 are in compliance, and 73 need follow up inspections.  

Adjournment:  The LOCFC adjourned at 8:50pm.

