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                          1201 Blakely Dam Road                                      LOCFC

                               Royal, AR 71964                        
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC)

DATE:  13 November 2006

CALL TO ORDER:  1900 Hours by Arnie Habig
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Titus Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer 

Al Gathright

Arnie Habig

Dan Mobley 

Jerry Shields

Howard Wright

Patrick Witherspoon

Announcements:  
Arnie H. – Acknowledged the fact that Bill B. has missed 3 meetings, but was at an important recreation meeting. Any by-law requirement on a vote of retention was dismissed 
In acknowledgment of the Christmas Holiday Season the LOCFC meeting for December has traditionally been postponed. The next LOCFC meeting will be January 08, 2007. 

Arnie H. showed the Commanders Award for Public Service that was presented to the LOCFC during the 50th Anniversary Celebration on October 20, 2006, by Gen. Robert Crear. Beautiful Award!  He also asked Jerry S. to bring his award from the American Trails Association to the next meeting.
Minutes Review:  It was moved and seconded the minutes be approved with the following corrections:

1. Under Marina Safety - Addition that Pat W. volunteered for the Marina Safety Subcommittee. 

2. Under Denby Hike/Bike Trail - Change of Steward Woolridge’s name to Stewart with ‘t’.

The minutes were approved with the necessary corrections. 
New Business: 

Waste Water Discharge Issues:  Arnie H. asked if Rick S. had responded to Dan M.’s question regarding Waste Water Discharge. Titus H. said that he was not aware of any response. Rick S. would need to respond to that question. 
Denby Hike/Bike Trail:  Al G. reported that on October 18, 2006 there was a meeting with Representative Ross and that Rick S. had given a briefing that stressed the emphasis on partnering. Al G. said the meeting went well and that Rep. Ross wanted to know what the total cost in dollars would be to complete the trail and the suspension bridge. Al. G. said Rep Ross is very interested in helping get the trail funded and completed. He vowed that there will not be any trail money left on the table when appropriations come up. This will be a great opportunity to move forward with Ross’ support. 
Jerry S. said the good news is the trail is not just for people that like to bike/hike but would have an economic impact for the local communities. The main draw would be a suspension bridge on USFS land that will span the Crystal Chute by approximately 500ft., which is estimated to cost $2.6M.  Jerry S. is gathering all the information requested by for Rep. Ross to complete the trail. 

Jerry S. said there is a coalition meeting at the OPMO on December 05, 2006. Volunteers are scheduled to work on the trail from December 4-8, 2006 and then from January 8-12, 2007. Jerry asked for LOCFC volunteers during these periods. He informed everyone that the Corps had committed a small excavator and operator for the work in December. 

Jerry S. stated he and Rick S. have talked with AGFC members and Mike Bonds with the AGF Commission about the watch-able wildlife trail. They have a meeting at the AGFC in Little Rock scheduled in December.  Jerry S. informed the board he plans on getting the plaques for the trail tomorrow. 

Dave D. asked about a potential ownership and maintenance problem with a suspension bridge. Jerry. S. thought that it could be handled with a simple MOU between the USFS and Corps. 

Titus. H. asked about the usage of a counter on the trail. Jerry S. said that they could use one in the Tompkins Bend access area. 

Pat W. asked about the linear foot cost of building of trail.  Jerry S. said that the USFS has figures on cost but he didn’t have them at his disposal at this time. 

Lake Ouachita Clean-up Day 2007:  Arnie H. read an e-mail that Sue H. had sent regarding a Lake Cleanup and Safety Day in the May of 2007.  Pat W. said he felt a better job could be done on the food and picnic and volunteered to coordinate the food and the picnic in 2007. Pat W. asked Titus H. to find out who coordinates the cleanup at Greer’s Ferry. Titus H. said that Sean Harper, Supervisory Ranger at that lake would know. He would put Pat W. in touch with him. 

Arnie H. stated thank you letters have been mailed out to all sponsors and donors. 

Womble Ranger District Correspondence: Arnie H. - No areas or Lake Ouachita related issues at this time. 

Other Business: Jerry S. acknowledged that one of the LOCFC members, Rick F., had recently been elected to the City Council of Mt. Ida - Congratulations!

Arnie H. acknowledged all the members of the LOCFC for all their hard work in 2006!

Rick F. asked Titus H. some questions about the NRRS. Titus H. stayed after the meeting to note the question and provide follow up answers. 

Adjournment:  The LOCFC adjourned at 2110 hours.
