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                          1201 Blakely Dam Road                                      LOCFC

                               Royal, AR 71964                        
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC)

DATE:  09 October 2006

CALL TO ORDER:  1900 Hours by Arnie Habig
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Richard D. Stokes, Resource Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office

David Wilkie, Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Al Behm

Beverly Buys

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer

A. Gathright

Arnie Habig

Sue Hale 

Dan Mobley

Jerry Williams

Patrick Witherspoon

Howard Wright
J. Shields

Announcements:  
Arnie H. – Thanks to all the members who assisted with the 2006 Lake Ouachita Clean Up. It was a big success!!

Rick S. requested a copy of the list of sponsors in order to mail them certificates of appreciation. Jerry S. recommended the need for database with Sponsors’ addresses and phone numbers.
Arnie H. announced that Jerry S. has received a Trail Award from the U.S. Forest Service.  Congratulations!!  Arnie H. will contact the Forest Service on publication of the award to get the word out.
Rick S. talked about the itinerary for Lake Ouachita’s 50th Anniversary Celebration. General Crear, Colonel Vesay, Congressional members and many State and local dignitaries as well, lunch for everyone starting at 11:40 by Shangri-La.  VIP’s will go out on House Boat for lunch and tour.  Plans are to recognize the construction workers and also some retirees.  We will have video, CD’s and booklets with old photos in them.

Minutes Review:  It was moved that minutes be approved as submitted. The motion was seconded and approved unanimously.

New Business: 

Waste Water Discharge Issues: Dan M. announced that a letter with numerous questions on Wastewater discharge has been mailed to the Corps on October 2, 2006, however, there has been no response yet. 

Dan M. asked who pumps out Brady Septic tank?  Rick S. said that the Brady Mountain Resort is responsible for their pumping services.  Dan M. asked where their disposal site is.  Rick S. said that Hot Springs Sewage Plant.  Jerry W. asked about the design of Brady Resort’s septic system and if he has an outside firm to design a system?  Rick S. said yes, but he doesn’t know who and that Mr. Bass still wants to hook onto the Corps system but is not allowed to.
Marine Safety:  Sue H., Dan M., Arnie H. requested additional volunteers from the committee members.  Pat W. volunteered for the Marina Safety Subcommittee. Meeting on Monday, 12/11/06 at 1300 hrs at Ouachita Project Office. 
1. Scope and mission of Subcommittee

2. Framework for Spring 2007 Safety Campaign

3. Look for grant sources (Boat Us Foundation, Hot Springs Community Foundation)
4. Would like general reports on Safety inspections

More information is needed on current Federal and State regulations.
Aquatic Weed Progress: Al B. said that a letter has been sent to the AG&F for more grass carp, and that the AG&F has set up a draft fishing management plan for Lake Ouachita on October 1, 2006.  With the request for more grass carp there will be a need for Corps to gather more information and possibly conduct additional ground truthing and aerial studies.  Al B. said that he could see no point in another workshop.  Jerry S. asked if we can get more satellite photos?  Rick S. said that additional satellite photos would only be available late October-December and that it wouldn’t help because it was to late in the year and funds may not be available. Al B. said that we should keep prompting the staffers of Rep. Ross to get money for Aquatic Vegetation. Arnie H. suggested the last satellite photos and last truthing results be used to compare the results of a new truthing in January, after elections, a workshop be developed to brief everyone concerned on the results.  Jerry S. said he feels the LOCFC has failed in addressing the aquatic weed problem.  He suggested putting a package together on aquatic weeds and show how it grows and how to combat it.  Al B. said that sounds fine and we need Johnny Cantrell to put it together with us.  Jerry S. stated we need to think outside the box and that Micro-Biologist may be able to work on some type of gene altering.  Rick S. said that we need to set up a special meeting with folks from Jacksonville, AG&F and the US Fish and Wildlife Service in January 2007.
Denby Hike/Bike Trail:  Jerry S. stated there are places that need hardening on the trail due to water run-off.  The benches (10) to be placed on the 4.7 miles of the first leg of the trail are in and the plaques will be 3” X 8”and cost $106.00.  The next leg, 5 ½ miles, is underway by the trail team from USFS. Progress is slow but steady.  Plans are to utilize a mini trencher again this year. This will help speed up construction. Plans are to plot a path to Hickory Nut Mountain in 2007.  Working on an EA for the handicapped trail for which we have $30,300.    
Al G. talked with Stewart Woolridge (AG&F) about Twin Creek Project, and said they are working on it.  Woolridge didn’t know much about the plans for the handicapped dock. Rick S. said has been given the license for the ramp. Dave D. said, we need to talk to Armstrong, or others above Wooldridge to confirm the plans for the dock.  Rick S. said the dock plans are done, just waiting for money to be appropriated.  Plan to do it in 2007.
Lake Ouachita Clean-up Day:  Arnie H. provided a financial report on Clean-Up. Expenditures totaled $2,100.00 out of $4,700.00 in Sponsor donations and prizes.  Arnie H. asked what can we do better?  Rick F. asked if the cleanup could be conducted earlier in the year. This might get more people involved. Jerry S. said we need to work on new poster with more info.  Arnie H. said we need to use more radio and TV spots. Dave D. suggested looking at groups to sponsor the cleanup for cash donations.  Arnie H. stated that possible changing the cleanup date to May could be a good idea.   
Adjournment:  The LOCFC adjourned at 2105 hours.
