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                          1201 Blakely Dam Road                                      LOCFC

                               Royal, AR 71964                        
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC)

DATE:  11 September 2006

CALL TO ORDER:  1902 Hours, Ouachita Project Office

 
Arnie H. asked for a moment of silence in remembrance for 9/11 victims.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Richard D. Stokes, Park Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Titus Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Al Behm

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer

Arnie Habig

Sue Hale 

Jerry A. McCorey 

Dan Mobley

Patty Roddenberry

Jerry Williams

Patrick Witherspoon

Howard Wright

Introduction of new LOCFC Member:  Jerry McCorey, Civil Engineer, retired.
Announcements:  Arnie H. stated Phil Carr sent him an e-mail resignation due to being elected to the school board, which meets on the same day as the LOCFC.  He requested to be placed on the Associate list for the time being.  Arnie stated he had asked Patty R. if she could become a member again and said she could return to full status.  Patty will be Phil Carr’s replacement.  
Minutes Review:  It was moved and seconded the August 14 minutes be approved as submitted. The motion was approved unanimously.

New Business: 

FOLO Non-Profit 501 (C) (3):  Dave D. summarized the meeting, authorized by the Members in the LOCFC August 11 meeting, on August 23 between Arnie H., Jerry S., Al G., and himself to review options for the creation of a non-profit organization, which could adequately handle the LOCFC’s expanding roll.  Dave stated the Non-profit Subcommittee recommended the LOCFC operate and allow the Friends of Lake Ouachita go for an expanded 501c(3) to handle the increased donations and that the following officers be appointed as Directors for the FOLO:
Director/President - Al Gathright, 2504 Hensley, Mena, AR 71953

Director/Secretary - David Doty, PO Box 396, Royal, AR 71968

Director Treasurer - Jerry Shields, 3812 HWY 270 E, Mt. Ida, AR 71957

Director - Arnold  Habig, 7309 Geronimo Circle, North Little Rock AR 72116

At the August 23rd meeting the Directors unanimously authorized Steve Laney to file an Application for  Recognition of Exemption under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, prepare a boiler plate by-laws and designated him as our representative in such matters.  Dave D. moved the actions by the Non-profit Subcommittee be approved, it was seconded by Patty R.  Al B. asked during discussion a for further explanation of the status of the FOLO as a 501c(3) and the use of Steve Laney as it’s attorney.  Dave D. gave a detailed explanation for the necessity of the FOLO and that Steve Laney (now an associate member) would process the appropriate paperwork “pro-bono” for the LOCFC.  Pat W. asked about the money involved and Dave D. explained where the money was coming from and the free non-profit account provided by the Diamond Bank in Mount Ida.  Arnie H. presented a summary of funds contained within the Friends of Lake Ouachita Inc that was provided to him by Jerry S. before he went on his recuperative vacation. The motion passed unanimously. 
MAWA (Mid Arkansas Water Association) –Rick S. discussed the plans of the MAWA taking water from Lake Ouachita.  Plans are to increase water pool elevations by approx. 9 inches/1 million gal per day.  Rick S. explained the situation and how it will have little or no impact on Lake Ouachita.  

Subcommittee Progress Reports:

Wastewater Discharge Issues: Arnie H. requested a new chairman since Phil C. resigned and Dan M. volunteered to be chairman.  Dan explained that he is very concerned about the wastewater issue.  Arnie H. and Dave D. said they would be on the committee as well.  Rick S. explained there was some confusion with the state Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality.  He requested a letter of wastewater discharge violations so he could know what he needed to do to fix it.  The state has failed to send a letter as of yet.  Rick also asked for a clarification regarding the 1977 ruling wastewater discharge.  Rick is going to request a draft letter from the state.  Dan M. asked again if the Corps was going to consider allowing a lift station to be used to pump the sewer to the Corps Plant.  Rick S. said that there is a regulation against it and gave some background.  Arnie H. asked Dan M. for a meeting of the Wastewater Subcommittee on Sept. 28, 2006.
Marine Electrical Service Safety:  Sue H. requested an update on the Marine Safety from Titus.  Titus informed her that there is a new second draft that he just received and would send to her in the morning.  Titus H. explained that there were citizens that had brought photos of violations that he recently addressed that day.  He also informed her that the Real Estate Specialist that is doing inspections this week.  Patty R. asked if concessionaire could lose their lease?  Rick S. said yes, but explained the paper trail and documentation is long and tedious, but it is possible.  
Aquatic Weed Progress: Rick S. informed the LOCFC the Satellite pass over of Lake Ouachita is dead in the water at this time due to budget and time restraints.

Arnie H. asked Al B. if a letter of response from AG&F on Carp had been received.   He state none had been received and there has been no further contact with the AG&F.
Denby Hike/Bike Trail:  Arnie H. read following key developments on the LOViT since our last meeting:


1.  Received a letter from the AHTD saying they could not honor our request for highways signs on US 270 indicating "Trailhead" locations because the trail does not cross or end on US 270.  I will take this up with the Commissioner when I return.


2.  We had a meeting on Tuesday August 29th with the County Judge, USFS, USCOE and LOCFC to establish our plan for moving ahead with the ADA Trail.  Rick reported the EA and AR would be completed in the next two to three weeks and the Judge will put together the operational plan and apply for the "Order to Proceed"


3.  SCA team will arrive on September 25 and complete their contract on October 24th.


4. Trail permanent signage has been completely installed on the first leg thanks to Jerry Shields , Al Gathright and Wilburn Powell.

5. Bench sponsorships are now coming in with four checks already deposited. 


Ms. Curston, AGFC, is having EA problems with the Watchable Wildlife Trail.  
Lake Ouachita Clean-up Day:  Arnie H. gave a current donation list to Members.  There are very few sponsors that have not given either their gifts or money.  Rick S. said he would like someone to check in the bags and get the name of the individual and the address and phone numbers.  Rick will send it to Al G. for use.  Sue is doing a good job of getting door prizes and plans to continue.  Arnie H. presented a bid from T.J. Elkins on T-shirts, but after review, it was not considered.  Advertisement – News Release was given to Titus H. for him to post in paper.  Jerry W. will send a list of Radio Stations to put on the radio.
Watershed Quality Maintenance Sub: Arnie H. stated a list of letters received from the Womble District USFS was on the agenda and did not feel a response was needed by the LOCFC on any of them.
Adjournment:  The LOCFC adjourned at 2040 hours.

