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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC)

DATE:  10 July 2006
CALL TO ORDER:  1900 Hours, Ouachita Project Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Richard D. Stokes, Park Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office
Titus Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Bill Jackson, Park Ranger, Ouachita Project Office
Members Present:

Bill Barnes 

Phillip Carr

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer
Al Gathright

Sue Hale

Dan Mobley

Jerry Shields

Patrick Witherspoon

Howard Wright

Members Absent:

Beverly Buys

Arnie Habig

Jerry Williams
Announcements:

Ten members present including with 3 new members. New members were given the opportunity to introduce themselves and were welcomed by the committee. 
Rick S. distributed mileage reimbursements to the members.

Minutes Review:

Dave D. motioned to have the review of the minutes postponed till next meeting on August 14, 2006. Motion was seconded by Bill B.
New Business: 

Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman for 2006-07. Dave D. motioned to have Arnie H. as the Chairman and Al G. the Vice-Chairman for 2006-07. Motion was seconded by Bill B. Voted Unanimously by the rest of the committee.

Subcommittee Progress Reports:

Septic/Sewer Issues: Rick S. explained in brief the guidelines for sewer and septic for non-transient trailers on commercial concession on LOFO. Bill J. informed the members that just recently that his office was made aware that local sanitarians would not approve a trailers septic system unless it had passed an inspected and recertified prior to replacement of the old mobile home. He explained that a septic system would not be approved below the high water mark (ex. 592 el.) due to the sanitarian being responsible for anything 2ft from the trailer and that there can be only two (2) trailers on a 2K gallon septic system.

Dan M. provided additional information regarding some of the troubled history with the Brady Mountain Resort’s septic problems around the trailer park and restaurant. Dan M. said that he had observed septic problems this past 4th of July weekend at one particular unit within the trailer park that was known to have problems in the past. Titus H. acknowledged this and informed the committee that the concession had been advised to address the situation immediately and they were observed doing so. 
Rick S. said that packets would be created in the near future that would include all the pertinent information regarding septic systems and provided to the LOCFC members so they could make and informed decisions on this matter. Bill J. will be gathering this information for disbursement to the members.  

Dave D. suggested that a subcommittee be created to look into this issue. 
Electrical Service: Rick S. sent letters to all Commercial Concessions and Leases on Lake Ouachita regarding compliance with National Electrical Code (NEC) Compliance. Rick S. explained the situation involving the recent drowning at Brady Mountain Resort from a possible electrocution. Bill J. said that Brady Mountain Resort provided a letter stating that the dock in question met NEC standards. Rick S. asked the LOCFC to focus on tangible safety issues. 
Jerry S. agreed to collect and disseminate member suggestions on improving the lake safety program. This input will be discussed at the next meeting. The LOCFC at some point will address its subcommittee findings to the COE to enhance its public safety awareness programs. 
Aquatic Weed Progress: Rick S. said that a letter has been sent to Scott Henderson and Mike Armstrong with the AG&F requesting the status report of the additional grass carp that were promised to Lake Ouachita. Al G. said that he would get with Arnie H. and draft another letter from the LOCFC in support of the AG&F supplying the additional carp.
Denby Hike/Bike Trail: Jerry S. gave an update on some trail issues. 1. He said that they cannot handle cash funds from donations. 2. He added that due to the fact that the LOCFC is a state non-profit organization w/over $5K in donations. Jerry S. suggested that the LOCFC become a completely non-profit organization so that handling of monies is no long an issue. 

Bill B. suggested that the committee break off into other organizations and let the partners take over the trail portion.

Jerry S. said that the ADA portion of the trail work is yet to be completed and they are scheduled to have a meeting on 20 July 2006, at 1000hrs in Mt. Ida with Steve Weston to discuss this portion of the trail construction. It is expected to go well. One of the plans is to continue to use students from the USFS job corps to assist with maintenance. 

Jerry S. referred to a request to have a mountain bike race and a night hike. He said that this has been postponed at this time till the funding issue is resolved. Mentioned the fact that they could have a lot of funds generated but no where to put it. 

Twin Creeks Recreation Area and AG&F: Bill B. said that the AG&F were in fact going to be acquiring the Twin Creek Boat ramp and installing a handicapped pier. Rick S. said that the MOU has been written and it is a good possibility of it being signed if it can get though the legal hurdles.  
MVK Webpage: Rick S. said that the webpage is and will be updated with a new member listing and minutes. 
Lake Ouachita Clean-up Day:  Need to start earlier with advertising. Now is the time. 
Adjournment:  The LOCFC adjourned at 2100 hours.

