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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC) meeting.

DATE:  10 April 2006

CALL TO ORDER:  1910 Hours, Ouachita Project Management Office, by Al Gathright, Vice Chairperson.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Richard D. Stokes, Park Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Dave Wilkie, Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Bill Barnes

Al Behm

Rick Farmer

Al Gathright

Steve Laney

Mike Misch

Patti Roddenberry

Jerry Shields

Jerry Williams

Howard Wright

Members Absent:

Beverly Buys

Dave Doty

Arnie Habig

Dan Mobley

Announcements:

The committee will postpone discussion on members missing 2 consecutive meetings.

Rick Stokes asks if the committee has anyone in mind to replace Dewey Watson. If not, a new announcement would need to be ran to make a new list of nominees. 

Rick Stokes will have to get information on payment, set each individual member up with a CEFMS account, and process the invitational travel order.  Payment will most likely have to be sent direct deposit.

Minutes Review:

Al Gathright asked for questions on the minutes.
Patti Roddenberry asked what about the trail benches? Al Gathright said this would be discussed at a later date. Al Behm requested the approval of minutes. The March 13, 2006 minutes were reviewed and approved by the members present.
Committee voted and unanimously approved Bill Barnes being excused for meetings due to illness.

Subcommittee Progress Reports:

Aquatic Weed Progress:  Stokes reports that Aquatic Weed Weevils have wintered well and reproduced very well.  Over 1000 on an 8 inch stem. Recently project staff had harvested Eurasian Milfoil from Lake Ouachita and re-stocked the rearing pond.  COE is working with Environmental Science Corp to establish a cooperative relationship on trading weevil stock for future use.  Al Behm asked when we are introducing them.  Stokes stated when the milfoil starts to rise in the lakes, the weevils will be introduced.  Jerry Shields asked when it will be time.  Stokes stated about the middle of April we will introduce it to lake.

Lake Levels:  Entergy has lifted the power generation moratorium on Ouachita since the lake has recovered from the recent low levels.  

The Mid Arkansas Water Association is currently looking for water withdrawal capability at both Greers Ferry and Ouachita.  The EA studies are currently underway for the possibility of line installation running from the present Hot Spring water treatment facility located below Blakely Dam to a point approximately ¼ mile north of Blakely Dam where another water intake facility would be installed that would pull water out of Ouachita and them be piped to the Hot Springs treatment facility for processing.  The water reallocation study recommended adding approximately 10” of water above the current power pool.

Lake Ouachita Vista Trail:  Jerry Shields discussed the layout of handicap trail and watchable wildlife trail.  He stated that it has been flagged with changes being made as needed, and a map has been produced. Budget requests are being sent out to the Game and Fish for approval.  Bill Barnes recommended funding requested from the Game and Fish should be $100,000 a year for 3 years instead of one big request for $300,000.  The Corp would build the trail and comfort station, if year end funds become available.  The elevated walk could also be used as a fishing pier. He hopes that Game and Fish will build board walk and interpretive signs.  A map and printed version is being reviewed and will be out soon.  Stokes commented that money for bathrooms should be available in September.

The benches have been ordered, and there is a 6 week delivery date. The red wood and metal plates on the benches will be placed for $500.00 donations.  Bill Barnes asked where the plaques were coming from.  They all come from the same firm.  Jerry Shields asked if the city judge will serve as Fiscal officer for money on benches.  We don’t know at this time.

Jerry Shields asked if we could get traffic counters for trail.  Rick Stokes said yes.
Bill Barnes commented that Ms. Carr has authorized a sign to be placed on the Shangri La sign that shows the trail head location.  The sign is tan with a dark green background. It reads: “Lake Ouachita Vista Trail” with international symbols.  The sign costs about $600.00.  The Corp will make two signs for the Lake Ouachita Vista Trail.  Bill Barnes will order the signs tomorrow.
Tompkins to Joplin leg of trail:  Jerry Shields is trying to re-work the trail so it will not be so steep.  The Forest Service recommended another loop from the middle parking lot.  

Update on Vicksburg Web Page:  Members list still needs to be updated, Stokes has send another request to the IT Webmaster to have the list of members corrected.  The minutes for 03 and 04 have been removed and replaced with the 05 and 06 minutes.  Jerry Shields provided a power point program concerning the VISTA trail that has been sent to the Webmaster for inclusion on the LOCFC website.  The program will also be sent to the national web site for inclusion on that site under the Handshake Partnership page.

Letterhead for Focus Committee:  Al Gathright commented that we have permission for our own letterhead.  Three versions were shown to members.  A vote was taken on which one to use.  Letter head #1, which was the letterhead with the two logos, Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee superimposed on the lake followed by the address was chosen as the official letterhead.  However, the members stated they would like to have the lake below the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee and above the address, if it was possible.
Al Gathright commented that the Gazette article is there for your review.

Fisheries and Campground Cleanup:

Steve Laney commented that posters and tee shirts are good for donations.  We need to farm Mt. Ida more for sponsors this year.  Budweiser and Coke have committed to print posters for this years date set at 10/7/2006.  $150.00 sponsorship donation was received to be put on tee shirts and posters.  We entered “Keep Arkansas Beautiful” awards.  We did not win, but did get a certificate of appreciation from the committee.

Master Plan:  No report

Watershed and Quality Maintenance subcommittee:  Mike Misch read letters from the Womble district and asked for comments from the committee to send in response to letter.

Closing Remarks:  Al Gathright commented that Mr. Doty was not at the meeting due to a shoulder surgery. 
Al Gathright also commented that letters need to be sent to Bill Barnes, Patti Roddenberry, and Shangri-La for tax write off on trail events.
Jerry shields wants to have the May Meeting at his residence to celebrate the LOCFC five year anniversary.  The committee voted to have the May meeting at 1830 hours at Jerry Shields house, and have a potluck. (BYOB)

Stokes reminded the committee that volunteers are needed for the 50 year anniversary planning.

Jerry Shields asked “Do you want us to form a search committee?”  Bill Barnes asked, “Do you want us to help with specific items?”  Stokes stated yes, he would get back with them and send a time line.

Adjournment:  The LOCFC adjourned at 2050 hours.

