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Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee
 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
 

DATE:  13 February 2006
 

SUBJECT:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (CFC) meeting.
 

CALL TO ORDER:  1900 hours, Ouachita Project Management Office, by Arnie Habig, President.
 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:
Richard D. Stokes, Park Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office
Pamela Rowland, Acting Supervisory Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office
 

Members Present:
Arnie Habig
Al Behm
Beverly Buys
Rick Farmer
Steve Laney
Howard Wright
Jerry Shields
 

Members Absent:
Bill Barnes
Dave Doty
Al Gathright
Mike Misch
Dan Mobley
Patti Roddenberry
Dewey Watson
Jerry Williams
 

Announcements:
 

A. Habig announced that he had spoke with Mr. Watson and he is still very interested in participating in the committee and will be at the March meeting.  The discussion on Mr. Watson’s participation and membership has been tabled until the March meeting.  Habig announced that Mr. Watson's e-mail address is Arkansasfirebug@yahoo.com.
 

Richard Stokes presented options on payment for travel to the 15 volunteer members.  Two options exist for the group to decide on they are as follows:

OPTION 1 - Invitational travel orders are generated each month for each member.  This option will require that Mr. Stokes have each member’s bank account number, routing number, and social security number.  Moneys paid for travel must go to each individual member's account.

OPTION 2 - A check (courtesy check) for the sum total of each members travel be made payable to the committee's account.  Upon receipt of the check it would be deposited to the Friends of Lake Ouachita (FLO), a non-profit account, and then the money distributed based on information provided to the FLO treasurer.  The LOCFC will be required to appoint a secretary/treasure for this option.
 

Jerry S. suggested we donate the travel money to the FLO.  This concept was discussed and the fact that this money would be tax deductible.  The members present tabled the option and concept until more members were present to participate in the discussion and to have a vote on, which option they preferred.
 

Minutes Review:
 

The January 9, 2006 minutes were reviewed and approved by the Members present.  

Subcommittee progress reports:
 

Denby hike/bike trail:  J. Shields reported the AR Game and Fish Commission is definitely committed to a project for disabled fishing in Montgomery County near the trail.  AGFC has abandoned the idea of developing a handicap fishing pier in the Denby Bay area but are very interested in making improvements the Twin Creeks boat launching area and developing a handicap fishing pier there.  Stokes reported that the AGFC wants an MOU from us before they will accept the area which will include the primary access road, ramp and ramp parking lot.

Shields also reported that the AGFC is interesting in building a “Watchable Wildlife Trail”.  If the trial is build near the Handicap trail the whole deal can be funded out of the states’ Education Fund.  In this regard another ADA approved trail for persons with disabilities is being planned for the open field area at the intersection of HWY 270 and Shangri-La Road.  Shields showed the Members concept maps for the ADA trail and proposed parking areas.  Unfortunately, Pamela Rowland informed the Members the open field had been leased for grazing.  Shields indicated he would continue to look for a suitable location for the ADA trail.
The ribbon cutting for the trail is set for Friday, March 10 at 1300 at the blow-out bridge area.

On Saturday, March 11 from 0900 to 1200 Hrs. there will be an IMBA workshop at the Joplin Methodist Church Fellowship Hall.  From 1330 to1800 Hrs. the workshop will be held at Denby Bay Trail.  Supporting the dedication and IMBA workshop will be: Rod’s Pizza is providing lunch,   Mountain Harbor Resort providing rooms and meals for the IMBA team that evening and Shangri-La Resort providing drinks/water bottles for the workshop.
 

Public Relations Subcommittee:  Update on Vicksburg Web Page – Habig state the Web Page needed to be updated; member listing, deletion of minutes for 2003 and 2004, and there was difficulty linking to one of the articles.  Stokes stated there are problems with the website, would continue to get it updated.
 

Fisheries and Campground Subcommittee:  Lake Ouachita Clean Up Day 2006 – S. Laney stated the project has been entered into the State Beautification Project Activities Contest.  The 2006 Lake Ouachita Cleanup Day was set for October 7, 2006.  A. Habig stated there would be a greater distribution of projects to the Members this year, especially getting sponsors.  R. Farmer inquired as to whether or not volunteer forms for donations had been filled out for members that participated last year?  Stokes stated simple forms can be made for this - no problem.

EIS and Master Plan Subcommittee:  Habig stated he had drafted an outline to address campgrounds and how the Campground Subcommittee could develop recreational objectives taking into consideration the recommendations from the Recreation Lakes Demo that may have local application.  He sent the outline to all Members by e-mail so they are informed of what the Subcommittee is considering.  Feedback is always welcome.
Watershed Quality Maintenance Subcommittee:  Tabled due to Mike is not present.

Marine Sanitation Committee Report:  Habig attended the Marine Sanitation meeting and stated there is approximately $232,339 available for grants in the budget.  Some grant money has been spent at Lake Ouachita to include nearly $10,000 at Brady, Crystal, Spillway and North Shores.  These all include grants for MPD.  The grants are based on an 80/20 % match.  To date there are approximately 1,041 houseboats on Lake Ouachita; there were only 801 when the MSAC was formed again in 2004.  
Adjournment:  The LOCFC adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
 

 

 

 

