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Lake Ouachita Citizen Focus Committee
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

DATE:  09 January 2005
SUBJECT:  Minutes for the Lake Ouachita Citizen Focus Committee (CFC) meeting.

CALL TO ORDER:  1900 HOURS, Ouachita Project Management Office, by Arnie Habig, President.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Richard Stokes, Park Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Pamela Rowland, Acting Supervisory Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Al Behm

Beverly Buys

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer

Al Gathright

Arnie Habig

Mike Misch

Dan Mobley

Patti Roddenberry

Jerry Shields

Jerry Williams

Howard Wright

Members Absent
Bill Barnes

Steve Laney

Dewey Watson
Announcements:

Al Gathright discussed a Memorial for Rod Roddenberry.  Al G. stated Patty’s initial approval for the memorial was to the Children’s Advocacy Group.  However, Patty later recanted expressing a desire to have the money collected for Rod’s memorial put toward a memorial bench along the Denby Hiking/Biking trail and that she would pay the difference in the cost of the bench.
Arnie Habig opened discussion concerning Dewey Watson’s attendance and involvement with the committee. Members discuss Watson’s expressed desire to continue to serve and there was discussion about Watson’s absence due to work related matters with Katrina recovery and fire.  Al Behm informed the Members that he had talked to Dewey at a meeting and he expressed interest in remaining a member of the LOCFC.  Arnie stated he would like to table any additional discussion on Dewey’s continued membership until the next meeting and that he would call Dewey to discuss his membership and meeting attendance.

Rick S. informed the Members the Volunteer Subsistence Program was on hold since the coordinator, Cindy Wright, was currently deployed on Katrina Relief.

Minutes Review:

The November 2005 minutes were reviewed.  Al G. observed that members absent section of the minutes did not include Steve Laney and that Laney should be added to that list of absentees.
Dave Doty motioned the minutes be approved with the change identified by Al G.
Motion was second by Patty Roddenberry and all were in favor.

Subcommittee Progress Reports:
Denby Hike/Bike Trail

· Jerry Shields - Denby Hike/Bike Trail - Jerry provided the group with a handout to cover the many topics in reference to the Denby Trail.  The handout includes specific dates for upcoming meetings in January concerning the trail.  The handout was not reproduced for the minutes but is attached.

· Al G. and Jerry S. updated the committee on the meeting with Arkansas Game and Fish Commission and others concerning fishing pier and other related matters.  Jerry stated he would provide minutes from that meeting at a later date.
· LOCFC Members and Richard Stokes embarked in brief discussion about the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission’s commitment to build a handicap fishing pier/walkway in Montgomery County.  

· The Members also briefly discusses the idea of a bridge in the Hush Hollow area of the trail.  Rick S. informed the LOCFC about a recent bridge design for a trail at Lake Ouachita State Park and stated he would try to get a copy of the design for Jerry’s subcommittee.
· Jerry S. informed the Members of the potential for the International Mountain Biking Association (IMBA) to host a trails workshop on the Denby Trail.  Jerry S. state he is excited to hear this since it puts the trail on an international trails website for international viewing.  The workshop itself is likely to generate much need revenue for Montgomery County since the workshops usually have 200-400 persons in attendance.  Jerry S. also mentions that Wilborn Powell will help with coordination for the workshop.
· As mentioned earlier in e-mails to the Members, the tentative date for the ribbon cutting of the Denby trail was March 01.  It has now been decided by the LOCFC the date for the ribbon cutting will be Friday, March 10 at 1300 hours to allow state representatives and other elected officials to attend.  There was much discussion about who to invite:  Al G. and Jerry S. will handle invitation for state officials (Congressional Representatives, State Representatives, and the Governor), the Corps of Engineers will handle invitations for General Crear, Colonel Vessay, and Operations Chiefs.  Jerry S. asked the Members to inform him of any other persons that should be invited. 
· Arnie H. recommended a committee be formed to assist Jerry S. and Al G. and to develop plan for the ribbon cutting ceremony, which would include refreshments.  

· Jerry S. talked about putting memorial benches along the trail, which could be donated.  He stated he had already gotten some request for memorial benches and did not feel there would be a problem in getting people to purchase a memorial bench for the trail.  He felt specific locations along the trail should be designated for memorial benches.  Jerry S. stated he did not think the benches would be expensive ($150.00 to $200.00), but was more concerned about standardization and durability of the benches.  
· Al B. mentioned that the Hot Springs Village benches cost about $150.00 and they are virtually indestructible and also that the height of the bench is very important.

· Bill B., although not present, had mentioned to Jerry S. the importance of putting together a 2 paragraph description of the trail for the 2007 Arkansas Parks and Tourism Tour Guide.  Beverly B., the LOCFC’s official photographer should take pictures of the trail for the brochure.

· Patty R. suggested since the trail is build around a Caddo Indian Site and the LOCFC should put together a little brochure for the ribbon cutting, which would include information about the trails partnership, Beverly B.’s pictures and information about the Caddo Indians.  Jerry S. suggest it would be nice to have a structure similar to what the Caddo Indians lived in built somewhere on the trail.

Advocacy Subcommittee
· Al G. discussed issues brought forth by Congressman Ross at the meeting in St. Louis.  He reported that nothing significant was brought up, except Congressman Ross extended the LOCFC’s appreciation for the Lake Ouachita COE staff support and that of the Vicksburg’s staff especially to the $10K for the Handshake Partnership money.
Public Relations Subcommittee

· Several articles have been published by local newspapers in reference to the Denby Trail: 1 in the Arkansas Democrat Gazette and 2 in the Hot Springs Sentinel Record.  Arnie H. asked Jerry S. if he could get a copy of the articles that could be put on the Vicksburg Webpage.  Jerry S. stated he would.
Fisheries and Campground Subcommitee

· Steve Laney was not present to discuss ideas for the 2006 Lake Ouachita Clean Up Day.  The Members thought, that Steve L. did an outstanding job in 2005 he should have the opportunity to again chair the subcommittee for the 2006 Lake Ouachita Clean Up Day.
EIS and Master Plan Subcommittee/PDT Recreation reports

· No updates since Titus is currently deployed for Katrina Relief and subcommittees have not met.
Watershed Quality Maintenance Subcommittee

· Stokes has requested more information from Environmental Protection Agency in reference to watershed quality maintenance.
· Mike Misch discussed the way the LOCFC is responding to the numerous letters being received from the Womble District Ranger District.  He mentioned all letters are responded to even if it just an acknowledgement of receiving the letter and our continued interest in the issues presented.  Arnie H. expressed concern about the December 22, 2005 letter that had multiple areas, but did not appear to conform to the areas in the FS Master Plan.  LOCFC’s response expressed concern about disparate projects not being identified with the areas associated in the FS Master Plan or the current draft FS Master Plan.  Jerry Williams expressed the same concerns with letters he receives.  
· An exclusionary area on ONF is being discussed for the next leg of the trail since it may involve an area marked for thinning timber.  IT was mentioned that the Corps and LOCFC are members of the ID Team that discusses all forest activities
· Rick S. distributed copies of the Forest Service Partnership Agreement.

Rick S presented LOCFC Member, Beverly Buys with an award for achieving 2nd Place in the Lake Ouachita Clean Up Day Litter Gitter award.

Habig inquires about Ouachita’s low water level of 567.3 and what effects the drought will have on the aquatic weed problem.  Pamela Rowland comments that the elodea, milfoil, and natives will definitely be affected by the drought, which may encourage a growth spurt and spread Hydrilla.  Arnie H. stated it was important the situation be reevaluated with regard as to where aquatic weed measures were being applied, e.g., Pakistani Fly’s.
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
