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Lake Ouachita

Citizens Focus Committee

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

DATE: 11 July 2005

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC) Meeting.

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 pm

ATTENDEES:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Titus V. Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Richard Stokes, Park Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Bill Barnes

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer

Al Gathwright

Arnie Habig

Steve Laney

Mike Misch

Dan Mobley

Jerry Williams

Howard Wright

Announcements:  Arnie H. regretfully announced the resignation of Joy Pensinger as a member of the LOCFC. Arnie H. suggested that we allow Beverly Buys to replace her since she applied before and was not selected but has remained up to date on events within the LOCFC. Rick F., Jerry W., and Mike M. all supported her nomination. Arnie H. asked Titus H. to contact her and see if she would accept.

Minutes:  Reviewed the minutes for June 13. Steve L. moved to approve the minutes. Dave D., second and Members approved.

Nominations:  The vote for Chairman and Vice-Chairman was taken.  Nominated for Chairman was Arnie Habig and Vice Chairman Al Gathright.

Aquatic Weeds:  Rick S. said COE have received the 20K milfoil weevils from Columbus, OH.  Rangers, Pam Rowland and Johnny Cantrell went to Enviro-Science labs in Columbus, Ohio to see their process of raising the weevels.  Once at the facility and discussions turned to what the Corps was doing with the facilities here; the Enviro-Science staff impressed with how the Corps are doing it at Lake Ouachita Field Office  have requested to come here and to get some new ideas. Johnny Cantrell is interested in entering a partnership with Enviro-Sciences to assist with production without crossing any conflict of interest lines. 

Denby Hike/ Bike Trail:  Rick S. had a meeting at the State Highway Department and SWL Regulatory, Larry Harrison on 23 June 2005.  Plans for the new bridge have been submitted by the Highway Department.  However, at the meeting the Corps requested a turnout onto the highway. This procedure had never been done before and the Highway department acted surprised at the request, although it had been discussed several times. The Highway Dept. didn’t want it in there highway right-of-way not knowing if it would be legal to allow the turn-out. Rick S. reemphasized the partners involved and that the Highway Commissionaire was interested in this project. A few days later the Highway Dept. agreed to the turn-out. They asked what all did the Corps want them to do. Rick S. replied, since they asked, all of it since your asking; the turn-out, parking lot, etc. Rick S. said that they hee-hawed around and did not bindingly agree to it, but since Mr. Flowers with the Highway Commission is for it, Rick S. thinks they will do it and save us money.  

He also added that on top of the $10K for the Handshake Partnership, the money must be spent by FY06 or it would be spent on O&M shortages according to Debora S. at Headquarters COE. The money has not been released to LOFO yet.  Bill B. made the motion that LOCFC prepare a letter to Rick S. requesting the $10K Handshake Partnership money be allocated as soon as possible to support the Denby Hike/Bike Trail. Dave D. seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. .

Lake Cleanup:  Steve L. on Lake Cleanup said that the poster idea is on the drawing board and is about a week out.  He asked for subcommittees to be created to assist. Entertainment/Food Preparation- Al B, Dewey W. and Jerry S., Advertisement- Bill B.  He stated Wildman Wilson said that he would try to announce the lake clean-up day on his program as the date got closer, Sponsors- Steve L. and Arnie H.  Bill B. announced that the Ouachita Marina owners meeting will be Thursday, July 28, 2005 at 2:00 at Crystal Springs and expects that each of the marine owners will give $100.

EIS/Master Plan:  Arnie H. stated that Dave D. had sent all the e-mail members a concept on how to prepare the plan, which he thought was a good starting point.  At this time there was considerable discussion on how to proceed. Rick S. stated that the LOCFC should focus on Recreation. Arnie H. stated we should be projecting our thoughts to 2021 when considering the campgrounds and other recreational requirements. The Members agreed to identify the issues they each thought needed to be addressed in the PDT – Recreation M.P. and send them to Arnie H. by August 1, who will compile them for the next meeting.

There were no other subcommittee reports or comments

Meeting Adjourned at:  9:00pm.
