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Lake Ouachita

Citizens Focus Committee

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

DATE: 13 June 2005




SUBJECT: Minutes of the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC) Meeting.

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 pm

ATTENDEES:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Rick Stokes, Park Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Bill Barnes

Al Behm

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer

Arnie Habig

Steve Laney

Patty Rodenberry

Dewey Watson

Howard Wright

Jerry Shields

Jerry Williams

Announcements:  None.

Minutes:  Review of minutes from 11 April 2005, approved.  

Aquatic Weeds:  Rick S. explained that Johnny Cantrell will bring back 20,000 the Milfoil Weevil from Columbus, OH and put into the two tanks, which have chillers, but they will not be introduced until next year. Nuro Science explained the process and temperature conditions (84 degrees) needed for best results.  Jerry S. asked if the Milfoil Weevil had been used successfully in other lakes.  Rick S. responded “No” that our use is an experimental use of the Weevil.  Rick F. asked if the Game and Fish were putting Carp in the lake. Rick S. replied the Game and Fish were not introducing Carp into the lake this year, but there were some Carp already in the lake due to natural progression. Dave D. asked if the Game and Fish had changed the position on carp. Rick S. replied that 2000 carp were put out last year and as they get more, more will be put out.  Jerry S. also had inquiries as to whether the Weevil did the same as the Pakistani Fly does to the hydrilla. Rick S. replied the Weevil would only controls the Milfoil weeds not kill it.  He further stated the Game and Fish would supply COE with different species of native plants to seed areas that have herbicide to establish new growth. 
Denby Hike/ Bike Trail:  Jerry S. asked if the Highway Department had issued anything for working on the trail. Rick S. replied that it was being addressed to start work on trail. He also said the $10,000 grant money has to be allocated to a project by the end of September and spent on a tangible product.  Al B. said the money has to be obligated by September 30.  Jerry S. said a plan was also needed by then. He mentioned that Arnie H. had prepared a letter to Ouachita Hikers for support, but he did not see a need for it at this time.  However, he wants support to maintain the trail and a letter after the trail is started requesting their support in maintaining the trail and completing the .3 of a mile connector trail would be appropriate.  If the committee thinks that it would help, Jerry S. will draft a letter. Howard W. thought letter would help. Jerry S. has been in contact with them and will see if they can help. He also said funding is being cut in the next year for the Recreational Trail Program.  Arnie H. said the Mountain Bike Association has offered to help, but at the present time their plate is full.   

Advocacy:  Jerry S. said there was a lot of feed back from the Mount Ida Chamber of Commerce meeting.  Arnie H. said Al G. had been shown a booklet by Mena High School and is interested in them doing one for us rather cheaply. He asked Joy how we can get some publicity on the Lake Ouachita Clean-up day. Bill B. said he would be talking to Steve Wilson from AG&F and would ask him to promote the Lake Ouachita Clean up for October 1st. He also mentioned that Melinda Gasaway would be happy to cover anything on Lake Ouachita.  Al. B will get things put in the Village Voice and Lake Hamilton Voice.  Bill B. said he would contact the Little Rock Morning Shows to do live broadcasts. Steve L. wants to get sponsors, entertainment and promotions as well as take donations.  Al B. said he and Dewey W. would take care of getting the grill and cooking the food, along with anyone else that would like to help.  Jerry S. said he thought he could get a band from Mena.

EIS/Master Plan:  Bill B. and Arnie H. briefed the committee on Col Vessay’s visit.  Arnie H. talked to Col Vessay about the Committee wanting to help the Lake project area.  He said he informed Col. Vessay the LOCFC was ready to take the initiative on projects and is will to assist him in any way that would help the Lake. Col Vessay is going to the Finance Committee to attempt to get more funding.

Rick S. on PDT Recreation Master Plan said the committee needs to read it for the next meeting and understand how it is set up.  Arnie H. asked Rick S. to get a copy of the Recreation Master Plan to those not at the meeting.  He told the Members the plan for doing the Recreation Master Plan would be a great part of the next meeting.

Road Improvements:  Arnie H. received a letter from Senator Lincoln stating she has encouraged her colleagues on the Senate Appropriations Committee to provide additional funding that would enable the Corps of Engineers to repair the roads associated with the recreations areas of Twin Creek, Little Fir, Highway 27, and Lena Landing.  She encourages the LOCFC to contact her again as the Fiscal Year 2006 appropriations process unfolds.  Arnie H. stated he had also sent Senator Lincoln a letter requesting a line item appropriation loan for the Joplin Modernization upgrades. Al. B wants a follow up the letters to Senator Lincoln and others.

Watershed Quality Maintenance:  Arnie H. said there were letter comment to the F.S. about Road Easements and Harvesting of wind blown timber.  Jerry W. said LOCFC should follow up on the letter sent regarding the land use plan. Jerry W. asked Arnie H. if he received the Walnut Creek E.A.  Arnie H. stated he had not.

Comments:  Al B. reminded everyone of the nominations of Chairman and Vice Chairman. Al B. stated there were two nominations for Chairman; Arnie H. and Jerry S., and two nominations for Vice Chairman; Dave D. and Al G.

Meeting Adjourned at:  8:35pm.
