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Lake Ouachita

Citizens Focus Committee

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

DATE: 09 May 2005

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC) Meeting.

CALL TO ORDER:  7:03 pm

ATTENDEES:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Titus V. Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Patrick Byrne, Park Manager, Dierks Lake

Members Present:

Al Behm

Dave Doty

Al Gathwright

Arnie Habig

Mike Misch

Dan Mobley

Jerry Shields 

Jerry Williams

Howard Wright

Announcements:  None.

Minutes:  Review of minutes from 14 March 2005, approved. Minutes for 11 April 2005 were not available but will be sent out via e-mail. 

Aquatic Weeds:  Al B. No new business. 

Denby Hike/ Bike Trail:  Jerry S. talked with Weston of the USFS; they felt reasonably certain that this is a worthy project.  Montgomery County had put their grant in two days earlier. The archaeological research team was sighted at Shangri La. This is positive news.  Jerry S. provided a briefing of the meeting. Patrick Byrne asked about funding of the project and was given a short briefing on the project. 

Advocacy:  Titus H. and Arnie H. will give a presentation at Mt. Ida Chamber of Commerce at 5:00 17 April 2005. There will be an expected 30 people.
EIS/Master Plan:  Arnie H. wrote a letter to Col. Vesay regarding the Master Plan update, encouraging the update of the master plan and the LOCFC’s involvement. There were questions and input from Patrick Byrne. Titus H. was asked to check on status of response from Col. Vesay. 

Road Improvements:  Arnie H. stated there has been no responses to the 10 federal and state legislators to the letter addressing money for the Lake Ouachita intra and inter-road network as of April 18, 2005.

Watershed Quality Maintenance:  Mike M. wrote a letter to USFS regarding the Master Plan and ESI. Arnie H. didn’t agree with the USFS Master Plan and EIS in so far as he did not feel they went far enough by creating the “best” Plan.  He felt there were good proposals in all alternatives, which should have been incorporated to create the “best” Plan. Jerry W. stated there were not enough alternatives within the new plan. Dave D. stated that the USFS plan is so broad that the USFS couldn’t manage it all. Why they would say they could burn 200K when they can only burn 67K is beyond him. Arnie H. and Dave D. want to focus the comments on the sediment counts, water quality and the fact of having a reasonable range of alternatives. The deadline for response is May 26th, 2005. Mike M. will redraft and submit the letter Dave D. Arnie H. and Jerry W.  Dave D. motioned to have the chairman send the letter when he was comfortable with the wording in the letter.  It was seconded and passed.

Comments:  Arnie H. reminded the Members to nominate a new chairman and vice- chairman. Jerry S. requested that Arnie H. appoint a nominating committee. Al B. volunteered to take the nominations for the next meeting. Arnie H. will e-mail the absent members concerning the nomination requirement.

Jerry W. stated that ADEQ has a water monitoring device outside of Hwy 27, which may be able to get the sediment data needed from this particular device online. 
Meeting Adjourned at:  8:35pm.
