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Lake Ouachita

Citizens Focus Committee

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

DATE: 14 March 2005

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC) Meeting.

CALL TO ORDER: 6:59 p.m.

ATTENDEES:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Richard D. Stokes, Park Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Titus V. Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Bill C. Jackson, Land Use Management Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Bill Barnes

Rick Farmer

Al Gathwright 

Arnie Habig

Steve Laney

Mike Misch

Dan Mobley

Patty Roddenberry

Jerry Shields 

Dewy Watson

Announcements:  None.

Minutes: Arnie H. asked for a review of the February 14, 2005 minutes.  A motion to approve and seconded for the minutes to be approved without any changes.  Motion passed.

Aquatic Weeds: Al B. Absent. No report.

Denby Hike/ Bike Trail: Jerry S. presented report on the trail walk and layout conducted on February 15, 2005 with the Forrest Service, Corps, Wilburn Powell and LOCFC. He emphasized that the Forest Service was very pleased with the layout and potential of the trail. On March 09, 2005 another trail walk was conducted. This time more participants including the Montgomery County Judge Ted Elder participated. The trail was then GPS’d and problem areas were identified for correction/modification. The Corps has the data and is processing it in order to get an accurate mileage total to submit with grant packages and budgetary predictions. 

A grant development meeting is scheduled for March 21, 2005 to discuss details of the application.

Dan M. asked about plans to keep 4-wheelers off the trail. Jerry S. said that signs should be sufficient. 

Arnie H. asked if the Montgomery Co. Judge would be writing the grant. Jerry S. said the meeting scheduled for March 21, 2005 would address that issue.  Arnie H. also asked if there were any plans to use grants from the International Mountain Bike Association. Jerry S. said LOCFC would if any were available. Also, there were four 4 grants from the state tobacco settlement dollars that could be used for trail development if promoting a healthier Arkansas.  Bill B. said he would be willing to help if the LOCFC chose to pursue it a state grant.

Arnie H. asked about parks and tourism funds for the project.  Bill B. stated there is very little money for such things right now and that those dollars are used for specific things (kiosks, benches, etc.)  He also stated he had talked with some AG& F Commissioners and they were in support of the fishing pier since there were no handicapped fishing facilities on the lake. The Members agreed the committee should look at more than one grant in order to get the project done. 

Dewy W. asked if contract or USFS employees would complete the trail construction. Jerry S. said contractors would do it. The present rate is $8-10K per mile and Jerry estimated the trail to be about six miles. Dewy W. said the USFS Job Corps might be willing to construct the benches. 

Jerry S. said he received a letter from Bruce Instram who was interested in a trail being placed from Pollard Creek up to the East of Mt. Harbor. Jerry S. plans to send Bruce a letter and discuss the options of tying this trail into the present trail at a later date. 

Al G. gave a briefing about the proposed trail marking and the fact that some of the trees are marked for sale by the USFS.  His concern is that the first 3 miles of the trail fall within this area, felt the USFS might possibly leave this area as a buffer zone if the committee requests. Jerry S. said this definitely needs to be a topic for discussion with the USFS.  Dewy W. said if timber is already sold this may create a problem.  All agreed this issue needs to be addressed ASAP. 

Bill B. was also concerned about a USFS timber sale east of Mt. Harbor, which may be in violation of an agreement the USFS has regarding cutting timber within sight of the lake. Bill B. plans to talk with Clay Van Horn with the USFS Mt. Ida.

Advocacy: Arnie H. suggested that with all the LOCFC has on the table we should be talking with our stakeholders about our projects; the cleanup, trails, etc.  Al G. said the list of stakeholders is available and what we need now are speakers. Titus H. suggested the committee update the LOCFC’s power point presentation for presentation to advocate groups by LOCFC Members.
Lake Cleanup:  Steve L. passed out a list of interested organizations he had contacted that said that they would support the Lake Cleanup. He asked if the local marina operators planning on having a meeting anytime soon.  Bill B. said that they would have a meeting in a couple of months. Steve L. requested the LOCFC members assist him by volunteering by subcommittee for the Lake Cleanup. Members supporting will see Steve L. after the meeting. 

Joplin Modernization:  Arnie H. said he received an e-mail letters from a person requesting Joplin be left just as it is as there are not enough primitive camping areas around the lake. Another letter he received was concerned with the impact of tree cover being destroyed by the modernization. Rick S. said the impact would be minimal and that trees would be transplanted by a rate of three to one. The number of sites would be reduced from 68 campsites to 65 but the improved sites would be much nicer. Rick S. also stated that there were plenty of primitive campgrounds around Lake Ouachita.

Arnie H. referred to the “Full Court Press” e-mail stating he felt now was the time to move forward with congressional letters to request additional funds on the LOCFC projects. 

Jerry S. asked if it would be possible to address roads and sanitation rather than focusing on a particular campground.  Rick S. said that roads were an important project, which needed LOCFC support.  Arnie H. asked Rick F. if he would chair the project in requesting money for road repair.  Rick F. asked how much was needed and was told $330,000.00.  Rick S. stated sanitation was not critical at this time since there was money for repairs.  He stated the Denby Development Plan and the modernization of Joplin went hand in hand as projects that would do the recreation industry and the local economy the most good at this time. 
EIS/Master Plan: Rick S. said Project Delivery Team was in the process of setting up the SEIS/Master Plan possibly in May or June timeframe.  He did not foresee the two LOCFC candidates to the Team getting involved before then.

Watershed Quality Maintenance:  Mike M. discussed the roll out of the Ouachita Management Plan by the USFS.  He said he had sent off for the plan. The USFS said they would be willing to meet with the LOCFC and go over the impact that it will have on Lake Ouachita. Mike M. requested support be given to the meeting with the USFS. The committee agreed unanimously to support Mike M. for setting up a meeting. Participants will contact Mike M. via e-mail.

Marine Sanitation: Bill B. provided a report on the March 10, 2005 Marine Sanitary Advisory Committee.  Tom Jones has conducted inspections on every lake in Arkansas except two.  723 houseboats have been inspected. The committee set a goal of 1000 houseboats per year with two inspectors. There are grants available for marine pump out stations but the owners must put up 25% of the grant. The grants come out of the Clean Water Act funds. Spillway and North Shores Resort are on the list for grants in FY05. The Department of Health currently has over $250,000.00 to operate the Marine Sanitation Inspection program.

Comments: None

Meeting Adjourned at:  8:55pm.
