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Lake Ouachita

Citizens Focus Committee

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

DATE: 14 February 2005

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC) Meeting.

CALL TO ORDER: 7:02 p.m.

ATTENDEES:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Richard D. Stokes, Park Manager, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Titus V. Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Al Behm

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer

Al Gathwright 

Arnie Habig

Steve Laney

Mike Misch

Dan Mobley

Joy Pensinger

Patty Roddenberry

Jerry Shields 

Dewy Watson

Jerry Williams

Howard Wright

Announcements:

None.

Minutes: Arnie H. asked for a review of the minutes.  A motion to approve the minutes for January 10, 2005 was made and the minutes were approved without any changes.

Subcommittee:

Project Selection: Rick S. outlined projects for the LOCFC to address for additional funding in 2005. The projects were Denby Hike/Bike Trail Development, SEIS/ Master Plan, Joplin Modernization, Road Maintenance/Repair and Aquatic Vegetation.

SEIS and Master Plan: Rick S. provided an update on the SEIS Master Plan. He explained that on February 09, 2005 the Project Delivery Team (PDT) met in order to outline an update of the Lake Ouachita Master Plan. Teams were developed that will cover all aspects of the projects operations. The entire process is estimated to take two years. It was decided that Lake Ouachita, DeGray and Lake Greeson Master Plans will all be undertaken at the same time.

The SEIS will be initiated first and the master plan to follow. Rick said that the LOCFC could assist.  The LOCFC moved they assist in the preparation of the SEIS/Master Plan and all members present unanimously approved it.

Al B. asked about the funding.  Rick S. stated the Corps will have to fund it from the existing budget and that no additional funding was available.

Rick S. stated that two members of the CFC could fit on the Master Plan PDT to assist.  Arnie H. and Dave D. will go to the next PDT meeting.

Joplin Modernization: Rick S. felt the letters to Sen. Lincoln, Rep. Ross, and other Congressional delegates were on the right track. Arnie H. was concerned that the Joplin Modernization had been listed #9 on Col. Vesay’s list of projects for funding he was to present to Congress and should be revised.  Rick S. said the list was not in any kind of specific order. Arnie H. is the Chairman for this project with Patty R. and Dewey W. assisting.

Road Paving: Rick S. outlined road repair projects that are in desperate need of attention leading past the group camping area at Denby and the Crystal Springs Day Use Area. Additional funds ($355K) are needed to pave these areas.  Rick F. is the Chairman for his project with Howard Wright assisting.

Aquatic Weeds:

Dave D. asked did the Corps have enough funds for aquatic weeds without need for supplemental funds from congressional add-ons.

Rick S. said he felt that additional funding should still be requested but the amounts should be adjusted to $60K. Some of the projected expenses of these dollars would include another flyover of LO and the purchase of more Milfoil Weevils.  Al B. is the Chairman for this project.

Arnie H. posed the question of whether or not the LOCFC should begin to align itself as a 501.C3 Organization (non-profit) in order to assist with acquiring grant monies. Jerry S. said that he supported it but there are some drawbacks, and Rick S. may have some concerns about how the LOCFC was created and if a non-profit status fit its mission. 

It was agreed creating a LOCFC non-profits should be tabled.

Denby Hike/ Bike Trail:  Jerry S. presented a report from the January 28, 2005 meeting with the Forrest Service, Montgomery County and City of Mt Ida. During meeting the date for a NEPA and Archeological Review was set for February 15, 2005. They met with the new District Ranger, Steve Cannel. Also Joe Childress about the saving of Mt Ida a large sum of money by the city not having to pay for having water lines relocated off the 270 bridge. County Judge Ted Elder is still in support of project and will write a grant for an ADA Handicapped trail. An environmental assessment has to be done by the end of this year before construction can begin. The USFS District Ranger will be assisting with the EA. No one was available with information from the Arkansas Game and Fish. However, Jerry S. stated that we do have a Commissioner who will support the boat ramp initiative. There is some concern however with the Hwy Departments Budget shortfall.  Jerry S. will continue to be the Chairman with Al G. assisting.

Lake Cleanup:  Steve L. has a good potential list of sponsors but would like to table this issue until the next meeting. Before he reports he will get with Titus and find out when the concessions will meet locally. 

Comments: Due to lack of time other subcommittees were unable to report.

Meeting Adjourned at:  9:00pm

