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Lake Ouachita

Citizens Focus Committee

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

DATE: 10 January 2005

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Lake Ouachita Citizens Focus Committee (LOCFC) Meeting.

CALL TO ORDER: 7:02 p.m.

ATTENDEES:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:

Titus V. Hardiman, Supervisory Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Derick S. Walker, Co-op Park Ranger, Lake Ouachita Field Office

Members Present:

Al Behm

Dave Doty

Rick Farmer 

Al Gathright 

Arnold Habig

Steve Laney

Dan Mobley

Joy Pensinger

Jerry Shields

Dewy Watson

Jerry Williams

Howard Wright

Guest Present:

Wilburn Powell

Announcements:

Arnie H. announced the introduction of a new member, Dewey Watson.  Mr. Watson currently works for the Forest Service and believes he can contribute to the committee with his past work experiences.  He is also near retirement with that organization.

Minutes: Arnie H. asked for a review of the minutes.  A motion to approve the minutes for November 8, 2004 was made and the minutes were approved without any changes.

Subcommittee:

Aquatic Weed: Arnie H. asked Titus H. if there were any new updates on the aquatic weed progress.  Titus H. responded that there were no new updates to speak of, except that the Pakistani flies are in a state of dormancy with winter coming along.

Titus H. informed the Members the biologist and GIS employees have moved to the Lake Ouachita Project Office from Lake DeGray and will now be able to work around Lake Ouachita more closely.

Titus H. announced to the committee that he was very pleased with Pam Rowland’s job on the Pakistani fly project this past year.  

Denby Hike/ Bike Trail:  Jerry S. passed out a flyer on the current updates. He stated the trail evaluation date to be February 15, 2005 with alternate weather dates being February 16th or 22nd if needed.  On this day USFS representatives Tom Ferguson, Darrell Swilling and Tim Osterhaus, LOCFC Members and USCOE personnel will perform a NEPA and Archeological evaluation of the proposed trail that has previously been flagged.  

Jerry S. spoke also on grant development to help fund the project.  He had spoken with Steve Watson of the AHTD and he advised that the Arkansas Recreation Trials funds are now available for 2005, but Washington has still not funded the Arkansas Highway Enhancement Grant Program.  The initial grant development must be completed for committee review by April 8, 2005 for submission to the AHTD by April 22, 2005.

Jerry S. thanked Arnie H., Dave D. and Joy P. for their efforts in getting the letter sent to Subaru I.M.B.A. to invite them to bring their training program here in support of the trail.  They plan to visit Lake in October of this year to give their volunteer training.

Advocacy: No report.

Public Relations:  Titus H. complemented Arnie H. on his power point presentation to the Rotary club.  He was very impressed with Arnie’s presentation and his speaking skills.

Al Behm requested a copy of the power point presentation to be sent to him electronically.  Titus H. replied he would compile it on to a CD for him.

Fisheries and Campground: Arnie H. read the letter he had received form Col. Vesay in response to the LOCFC letter dated October 13, 2004 regarding the new fee/permit policy in which the LOCFC asked if there could be an experiment to return fees back to Lake Ouachita.  
Al B., Dave D., Rick F., Al G., Jerry S. and Dewey W. all had input and agreement that they should focus their efforts this year on working to get money for specific projects that need to be completed instead of just trying to get money in general.  They requested that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers make a list of things around the lake that are most needed to update or fix.  Arnie H. asked for a list of four things most needed by next meeting.  Al B. suggested they place these projects in order of importance and into a specific format that he had an example of to make it easier to get money for.

Steve L. asked if there was a meeting among the concessionaires at the lake so they could talk about organizing the Lake Cleanup Project planned to be on Oct. 1, 2005.  The committee suggested getting with Bill B. on the subject since he would probably have the most information.
EIS and Master Plan:  No report.

Watershed:  Al B. does not know of any other sources that want to get Lake Ouachita water due to the expensive costs it would be to bring it in to an area.  Arnie H. brought up there was an article in the Democrat Gazette concerning this area.  

Marine Sanitation Advisory Committee Report:  Arnie H. brought information on the Marine Sanitation board about their budget.  The budget for 2005 for them is $220,616 and the number for houseboats in Arkansas as of November 2004 is 2,606.  The number of houseboats on Lake Ouachita is 835.

Comments:  Titus H. announced that there was a press release sent to the newspaper regarding the 2005 annual pass program and he stated he would answer any questions regarding this matter if anyone had any.

Meeting Adjourned at:  8:36 p.m.

