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Hi, my name is Toni T. Lowe. I am a graduate of the University of Louisiana at Monroe (BBA) and Mississippi College (MBA). While pursuing my graduate degree, I participated in the SCEP as a student trainee in the Vicksburg Consolidated Contracting Office (VCCO). As a SCEP student trainee, I was responsible for independently administering the complex and demanding Technical Services Contract Student program for the Engineering Research and Development Center (ERDC) and its satellite locations. This experience was very challenging and rewarding for me as it enabled me to grasp the contracting “concept” as well as interact with many interesting people. More importantly, I was able to gain a greater understanding of USACE-VCCO’s purpose and the importance of our work to the war fighters’ mission. 

Although my federal service extends back to 1996, I began my SCEP career in 2003. Less than 12 months later, I was extended full-time employment. Today, I am a Contract Specialist/Systems Administrator intern within VCCO. This position has afforded me the opportunity to travel (to various states), to learn new concepts and to meet other specialists from all over the country. 
Overall, I am pleased with my experience in the SCEP. The program provides flexibility, health benefits, tuition assistance and most importantly, a gateway to federal employment. Therefore, I encourage students to take advantage of this excellent opportunity. 

