“My name is Shelby Staten and I am currently the Geographical Information Systems (GIS) Ranger at Enid Lake Field Office.  At no point in my college career did I ever think I would be in the GIS field of study since I started out as forestry major.  I began my college career at Itawamba Community College at Fulton, MS in 1994.  I knew that I had always loved the outdoors and wanted to pursue a career which allowed me the ability to be outdoors more than behind a desk.  After my freshmen year at community college I learned of a CO-OP position available at Enid Lake.  I decided that I should apply and maybe I would get a chance to see if this was actually what I wanted to do for the rest of my life.  I interviewed for the position and not long after found out that I had been selected. I went to work for the Grenada Project Forester in the summer of 1995 and got a chance to put some of my college courses to practice.  I have always been a person that learned more from doing things rather than reading or talking about them.  This provided me with the opportunity to do just that.  I found out quickly that this was exactly what I wanted to do and also the organization I wanted to work for.  
I continued to work for the Project Forester for three years during which I received my Associates degree in Forestry and transferred to Mississippi State University to work on my Bachelor of Science Degree in Forest Resources with a Minor in Wildlife Management.  Upon graduating Mississippi State in May of 2002 I began working full time as GS-05/07 Park Ranger at Grenada Lake.  I remained in this position for a couple of years until a GIS Ranger position opened at Enid Lake.  While in college I had used GPS and GIS equipment in many of my courses and had become fairly proficient with them.  At that time there weren’t any positions open for Foresters or Wildlife Biologist available but the GIS Ranger seemed like it might be a good career move for me.  I was accepted for the position in March 2004 and went back to work at Enid where I found a new calling.  The GIS field is one that is constantly changing, interesting and allows me to be outside a great deal which is exactly what I wanted out of a career.  This job also allows me to do what I love, spend more time with my son and wife, and provides me the opportunity to work with some great people at a beautiful lake.  Most people would give their right arm for the opportunities I have been provided thanks to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and their interest in the CO-OP Program.”  
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