“I’m Derick Walker and I attended Garland County Community College in Hot Springs, AR, and later transferred to Henderson State University in Arkadelphia, AR where I am currently pursuing a Bachelor of Science Degree in Parks and Recreation Management.  In 2003, I began to become interested in a career with the Corps of Engineers through an on campus “Career Day” that was being held in the student center.  The representative at the Corps booth told me of the possibilities of working with them while I was still in school in a Student Career Experience Program (S.C.E.P.) they offered.  After an interview with Titus Hardiman, my current Supervisory Park Ranger, in late 2003; I began to work out of the Lake Ouachita Field Office in early 2004.  

Since I became a S.C.E.P. Park Ranger with the Corps of Engineers I have been able to get on the job experience in my field of study that I would not have been able to get in the classroom.  I have been able to receive training and develop my skills in many different areas such as resource management, interpretive services, G.I.S. and visitor assistance procedures to name a few.  I believe this experience gives me an advantage over other college students upon graduation of getting permanent job, since I have already been exposed to certain elements through the on job training process and gained valuable skills from it.  I encourage everyone to take advantage of the S.C.E.P. program, because it is an incredible opportunity to get involved with a great organization like the Corps of Engineers.”   

Supervisor’s Name- Titus Hardiman (Supervisory Park Ranger)
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