I am Anna Prestwood and I graduated in December 2004 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineer from Mississippi State University.  I began working for the Corps of Engineers Vicksburg District as a cooperative education student while I was attending Hinds Community College.  I continued to work with the Corps after transferring to Mississippi State.   While co-oping, I was given the opportunity to work in several different offices of the Engineering Division in the Design Branch.  After graduating, I took a job in the Riverstabilization Section of the Design Branch where I am currently working as a Civil Engineer.  

I believe the Corps of Engineers student training program is very valuable resource for students.  As a student trainee, I was better able to understand exactly what Civil Engineers do on the day to day basis and I also got to experience it first hand.  This opportunity helped me develop the engineer tools that are needed today. The engineers that I worked with taught me that classroom work is not all that is needed. My experiences working at the Corp as a student also proved to be a great asset at the time of graduation. Most companies are not just concerned with a student’s educational accomplishments; they are also interested in the students work experiences. I would encourage all students especially engineering students to take advantage of student work opportunity here with the Vicksburg District. 
