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FILE NO.: General Permit 19
DATE ISSUED: February 10, 2009
EXPIRES: February 10, 2014

FOR: REGULATED ACTIVITIES IN WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES
ASSOCIATED WITH THE EXPLORATION FOR AND SUBSEQUENT
PRODUCTION OF HYDROCARBONS

WHERE: REGULATORY JURISDICTION OF THE VICKSBURG DISTRICT IN
ARKANSAS, LOUISIANA, AND MISSISSIPPI

BY WHOM: DISTRICT ENGINEER ON BEHALF OF THE OIL AND GAS INDUSTRY

The Vicksburg District is hereby issuing a Department of the Army
General Permit for construction activities in waters of the
United States conducted in conjunction with the exploration for
and subsequent production of hydrocarbons and for the associated
discharge of dredged and fill material. These activities include
the construction of roads, pipelines, mud and reserve pits, and
assoclated levees, the construction of earthen mounds for the
pump, treater, and tank battery, and for the construction of a
firewall around the tank battery. A map of the Vicksburg
District (enclosure 1) and typical construction drawings
(enclosure 2) are attached.

This General Permit contains certain limitations intended to
protect the environment and natural and cultural resources.
Conformance with conditions contained in the General Permit does
not necessarily guarantee authorization under this General
Permit. 1In cases where the District Engineer considers it
necessary, application will be required for individual permits.
Construction, dredging, or fill operations not specifically
covered by this General Permit are prohibited unless authorized
by a separate permit.

This action is being taken pursuant to Federal regulations
printed in the Federal Register on November 13, 1986, concerning

permits for activities in waters of the United States.




These regulations state the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers'
responsibility for regulating structures or work in or affecting
waters of the United States under Section 10 of the Rivers and
Harbors Act of 1899 (30 Stat. 1151; 33 U.S.C. 403) and Section
404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).

General Permits may be issued for a category or categories of
activities when: (1) those activities are substantially similar
in nature and cause only minimal individual and cumulative
environmental impacts; or (2) the General Permit would result in
avoiding unnecessary duplication of the regulatory control
exercised by another Federal, state, or local agency, provided it
has been determined that the environmental consequences of the
actions are individually and cumulatively minimal. The
determination that the proposed activities comply with the
requirements for issuance of General Permits was made using
information which is available for inspection at the offices of
the Vicksburg District's Regulatory Branch at 4155 Clay Street,
Room 233, Vicksburg, Mississippi.

In compliance with requirements of Section 401 of the Clean
Water Act, the Vicksburg District has obtained water quality
certifications from the Mississippi Department of Environmental
Quality, the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality, and
the Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality, stating that
the work authorized by the proposed General Permit will not
violate applicable provisions of Sections 301, 302, 306, and
307 of the Act. Copies of the certifications with required
conditions are enclosed (enclosure 3).

Authorization to conduct work under this General Permit will not
negate the responsibility of the applicant to obtain other State
or local authorizations or permits required by law for the
proposed activity.

REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION UNDER THE GENERAL PERMIT: 1IN ORDER TO
BE AUTHORIZED BY THIS GENERAL PERMIT, PERSONS PROPOSING THE WORK
ARE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT TO THE DISTRICT ENGINEER, IN WRITING, THE
FOLLOWING INFORMATION AT LEAST 60 DAYS PRIOR TO CONDUCTING THE
WORK:

a. State the number of the General Permit under which the
work is to be conducted. (General Permit - 19)

b. Statement that the work will be conducted in compliance
with the terms and conditions of the General Permit and will not
adversely impact adjoining properties.

c. A location plat showing the proposed worksite (including
section, Township, Range, County or Parish, and State), existing
wells, roads, and streams within 1,500 feet of the proposed site;




also a USGS quadrangle map depicting the area of potential
development, the location of the proposed well (s), and proposed
access road(s) to the location(s).

d. The applicant shall include documentation that wetland
impacts were minimized to the maximum extent practicable.

e. If wetlands are to be impacted, a map delineating the
wetlands and copies of the associated data form(s) for routine
wetland determinations from the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetland
Delineation Manual.

f. Wetland impacts associated with regulated activities
authorized under this General Permit shall be limited to a
maximum of 5 acres. A drawing of the proposed structures
including elevations (when available), dimensions, total area
impacted in acres, amounts of excavated and fill material in
cubic yards, and a site description including soil type,
vegetation, and hydrology of the area.

g. Estimated starting dates of work.

h. Name, mailing address, and telephone number of
person/agency applying for authorization and the operator of the
well and the well number (please name and/or number any offset
sites included in each application).

i. For work proposed on or adjacent to any stream in
Louisiana's natural and Scenic Rivers System, the applicant must
obtain a permit from the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries and submit it with their request for authorization
under this General Permit.

j. When activities authorized under this General Permit
result in a loss of wetland functions and values, compensatory
mitigation will be required. 1In addition to site restoration, if
jurisdictional impacts are greater than 1.0 acre, an approved
functional assessment will be required for determining
appropriate mitigation requirements. For projects with less than
1.0 acre of jurisdictional impacts, appropriate compensatory
mitigation will be determined by the Vicksburg District project
manager. Examples of acceptable mitigation plans are described
below.

Applicants shall submit proof of mitigation for the initial well
and a mitigation plan for all other wells with their request for
authorization. Proof of mitigation for each offset shall be
furnished to the Corps of Engineers CONCURRENT WITH initiation
of work at that site. For convenience, an OFFSET/PRODUCTION
ACTIVITY CARD will be furnished to the permittee for each offset
and/or production facility. This card shall be completed and




returned to the Corps of Engineers CONCURRENT WITH initiation
of work at each offset/production site. Additional wells or
production facilities NOT covered by the General Permit
authorization will require a separate request.

MITIGATION:

The following examples of acceptable mitigation are provided for
your convenience. THESE ARE ONLY EXAMPLES AND MITIGATION PLANS
ARE NOT LIMITED TO THESE EXAMPLES. Any mitigation plan submitted
by applicants will be considered.

EXAMPLES:

1. 1In those situations whereby the impacts occur on a State
or Federal Wildlife Management Area/Refuge or on acreage under a
Voluntary Restoration Program such as CRP or WRP, those impacts
may be rectified or compensated on lands under the control of the
affected management agency. A letter from that management agency
stating that an agreement has been reached with the applicant for
the restoration of an appropriate acreage must be provided prior
to project authorization.

2. A reforestation plan which shows an area that is
acceptable for mitigation. The plan shall include location, soil
type, hydrology ¢f the area, species to be planted, planting
time, and a signed letter of concurrence from the property owner,
if different from the applicant. Reforested areas shall follow
the recommended State Forestry agency's planting guidelines for
bottomland hardwoods. The mitigation area shall have a survival
rate of 50 percent at the end of the second growing season. If
a 50-percent survival rate is not maintained at the end of the
second growing season, the applicant shall replant according to
State Forestry guidelines to establish at least a 50-percent
coverage of the mitigation area.

3. A letter from an approved organization/wetlands bank
indicating that they will accomplish restoration or enhancement
of wetland functions and values that would be lost due to project
construction. These organizations/banks must be approved by
the Corps of Engineers and will provide an annual accounting to
the Corps of Engineers of the completed mitigation as well as
monitoring reports that include seedling survival rates. These
reports should be provided to the Corps in September of each
year.

Upon receipt of this information, the District Engineer will
evaluate the proposal and advise the inquiring party, in writing,
either that the work is authorized under the General Permit; will
request additional information, if needed; or will advise that
the proposed activity will require an individual permit.



Special Conditions:

1. Wetland impacts associated with regulated activities
authorized under this General Permit shall be limited to a
maximum of 5 acres for all work (including all access roads or
portions of access roads that require a Department of the Army
permit). All proposals for hydrocarbon exploration/production
activities shall reduce the area of impact to the minimum area
absolutely necessary for construction.

2. Site restorations shall be as follows:

a. Completion of Drilling Activities: Within 60 days
after removal of the drilling rig, all areas not needed for
testing and production facilities shall be restored to original
contours. Drilling mud shall be removed and disposed of
according to State and Federal regulations. This means that the
drilling mud shall be removed and taken to an approved disposal
area or spread at the site in a manner approved by the State.
The mud pit shall be filled with compactable fill material to
preexisting contours. All board roads and any other extraneous
construction material shall be removed from the site. All
disturbed areas shall be seeded to prevent erosion. All forested
vegetation cleared during the construction activities shall be
removed and hauled offsite to a non-wetland disposal location, or
chipped and/or disposed of in a manner that is beneficial to the
surrounding environment with the approval of the resource
agencies.

b. Completion of Production Activities: Within 60 days
after plugging and abandonment, the remainder of the lands used
shall likewise be restored to the original contours, including
the removal of all board roads and any other extraneous
construction material, and the site shall be seeded to prevent
erosion.

The 60-day period may be extended by the Corps of Engineers when
justified and after consultation with the land managing agency
for work occurring on refuges or wildlife management areas.

The operator shall return the Certification of Compliance
indicating the date of completion and/or the date of abandonment.

3. The right-of-way for access roads shall be limited to a
maximum width of 30 feet for access to all exploration and
production sites, except in the Monroce Gas Field. 1In the Monroe
Gas Field, a maximum of a lé-foot-wide right-of-way shall be
allowed unless otherwise waived by the managing agency. Access
roads shall follow the existing rights-of-way whenever possible
to minimize environmental impacts. Clearing of vegetation shall
be kept to a minimum.




4, Additional material shall not be taken from a known
historical or archeological site such as an Indian mound. If
the permittee, during prosecution of work authorized herein,
encounters a previously unidentified archaeological or other
cultural resource within the area subject to Department of the
Army Jjurisdiction, they shall immediately notify the District
Engineer. The District Engineer will then contact the State
Historic Preservation Officer for a determination of whether or
not the site might be eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places.

5. The discharge shall not occur in a Coastal Zone
Management Area without the appropriate State and Federal
authorization. The coastal zone approval shall be submitted with
the request for authorization under this General Permit. In
order to be authorized by this General Permit for work in Hancock
County, Mississippi, or St. Tammany Parish, Louisiana, persons
proposing work are required to send complete plans to the
appropriate state at the following addresses:

Mississippi Department of Marine Resources
1141 Bayview Avenue

Suite 101

Biloxi, Mississippi 39530

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources
Coastal Management Division

Post Office Box 44487

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-4487

6. The activity shall not occur in a component of the
National Wild and Scenic River System or in a component of a
State Natural and Scenic River System without the appropriate
State or Federal authorization.

7. Containment basin dikes around the pump, treater, and
tank battery shall be constructed and maintained in accordance
with applicable State and Federal regulations including 40 CFR
112 (Spill Prevention Control and Counter Measures Plan).

8. For wells located in the floodplain of a natural
waterway, a closed-loop drilling fluid system shall be used when
drilling the well.

9. During low water stages, drilling of o0il or gas wells is
not permitted within 250 feet landward of the toe of any levee
built with Federal funds or within 1,500 feet of the levee toe
during flood stages or overbank flows.



10. The permittee shall operate the facility in a manner
that will not interfere with navigation. The permitted structure
shall be marked and/or lighted according to U.S. Coast Guard
regulations.

11. Culverts or other suitable structures shall be placed
and maintained in road crossings at all natural drains and as
necessary to prevent ponding in order to maintain the natural
flow regime or as specified by the managing agency for work on
refuges.

12. One 24-inch culvert shall be installed every 500 feet,
at a minimum, when constructing access roads through wetlands.
Additional appropriately sized culverts should be installed at
stream crossings and drainage features. Culverts should be
maintained to ensure that existing flow of surface water is
uncompromised.

13. Any conditions on the water quality certifications
issued from the State in which the work is proposed will be
incorporated by reference. Enforcement actions resulting from
noncompliance with these conditions may be initiated by the State
or the Environmental Protection Agency.

14. The Corps of Engineers reserves the right to review
geologic data to determine the feasibility of moving the proposed
surface location to a less-damaging site for all wells proposed
to be drilled deeper than 15,000 feet.

15. Authorized discharges shall not occur in areas that will
adversely affect Federally listed threatened or endangered
species or their critical habitat.

16. Authorized discharges shall not occur in sites that
will adversely affect areas supporting tidal waters or tidally-
influenced wetlands.

17. All flowlines/pipelines shall be placed along existing
roads, unless otherwise required by the Corps of Engineers or the
Land Managing Agency.

18. Authorizations for this General Permit shall not be
granted to an applicant who is in noncompliance with a Department
of the Army permit until such noncompliance has been resolved.

19. Any borrow pits necessary for road fills must be
discontinuous and shall not function as drainage ditches.




General Conditions:

a. You must maintain the activity authorized by this permit
in good condition and in conformance with the terms and conditions
of this permit. You are not relieved of this requirement if you
abandon the permitted activity, although you may make a good
faith transfer to a third party in compliance with General
Condition b., below. Should you wish to cease to maintain the
authorized activity, or should you desire to abandon it without a
good faith transfer, you must obtain a modification of this
authorization from this office, which may require restoration of
the area.

b. If you sell the property associated with the
authorization under this General Permit, you must contact this
office so that the authorization can be transferred to the new
owner.

c. You must allow representatives from this office to
inspect the authorized activity at any time deemed necessary to
ensure that it is being, or has been, accomplished in accordance
with the terms and conditions of your permit.

d. This permit does not obviate the need to obtain other
Federal, State, or local authorizations required by law.

e. This permit does not grant any property rights or
exclusive privileges.

f. This permit does not authorize any injury to the property
or rights of others.

g. This permit does not authorize interference with any
existing or proposed Federal project.

h. This permit does not authorize any impacts that would
significantly alter upstream/downstream hydrologic patterns.

i. In issuing this permit, the Federal Government does not
assume any liability for the following:

(1) Damages to the permitted project, or uses thereof,
as a result of other permitted or unpermitted activities or from
natural causes.

(2) Damages to the permitted project, or uses thereof,
as a result of current or future activities undertaken by, or on
behalf of, the United States in the public interest.

(3) Damages to persons, property, or to other permitted
or unpermitted activities or structures caused by the activity
authorized by this permit.




(4) Design or construction deficiencies associated
with the permitted work.

(5) Damage claims associated with any future
modification, suspension, or revocation of this permit.

In issuing individual authorization under this General
Permit, the Government will rely on the information and data
which the permittee provides in connection with his permit
application. If, subsequent to the authorization, such
information and data prove to be false, incomplete, or
inaccurate, this authorization may be modified, suspended, or
revoked, in whole or in part, and/or the Government may, in
addition, institute appropriate legal proceedings.

k. This General Permit is wvalid for 5 years. At the end of
that time, the cumulative environmental effects of completed work
will be reviewed and reissuance of the permit may be considered.
However, if unforeseen adverse environmental effects result from
the issuance of this General Permit, it may be modified or
terminated at any time.

Additional copies of this notice are available upon request
from this office. Requests may be addressed to the USACE,
Vicksburg District, Attention: Regulatory Branch, 4155 Clay
Street, Vicksburg, Mississippi 39183-3435.

Pids . e

MICHAEL F. MCNAIR, R.F.
Chief, Regulatory Branch

Enclosures
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BoBBY JINDAL KLY, HAROLD LEGGETT, PH.D.
GOVERNOR . SECRETARY

State of Louisiana

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

JAN 16 2009

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers- Vicksburg District
4155 Clay Street
Vicksburg, MS 39183-3435

Attention: Tony Lobred

RE: Water Quality Certification (WQC 081031-02/A1 116705/CER 20090001)
Reissuance of Vicksburg District General Permit 19 (GP-19)

Dear Mr. Lobred:

The Department has reviewed your application to extend the time limit of activities
covered under Vicksburg District General Permit 19 (GP-19) for an additional five years.

The requirements for Water Quality Certification have been met in accordance with LAC
33:IX.1507.A-E. Based on the information provided in your application, we have
determined that the placement of the fill material will not violate the water quality
standards of Louisiana provided for under LAC 33:IX.Chapter 11. Therefore, the
Department has issued a Water Quality Certification.

Sincerely,
2 T

Thomas F. Harris
Administrator
Waste Permits Division

TFHjjp

Post Office Box 4313 « Baton Rouge, Louistana 70821-4313 « Phone 225-219-3181 « Fax 225-219-3309

www.deq.lonisiana.gov



ADEQ

A R K A N S A S
Department of Environmental Quality

January 20, 2009

Colonel Michael C. Wehr, District Engineer
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

4155 Clay Street

Vicksburg, MS 39183-3435

RE: Public Notice: Re-issuance of General Permit 19
Dear Colonel Wehr:

The Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (“ADEQ”) has completed its review of the
above referenced public notice for re-issuance of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers General
Permit 19 for the State of Arkansas.

ADEQ has determined that there is a reasonable assurance that this activity will be conducted in
a manner which, according to the Arkansas Pollution Control and Ecology Commission’s
Regulation No. 2, will not physically alter a significant segment of a waterbody and will not
violate the water quality criteria.

Pursuant to §401(a)(1) of the Clean Water Act, the ADEQ hereby issues water quahty
certification for this project contingent upon the following conditions:

1) Individual Water Quality Certification requests must be submitted to ADEQ for any
activity impacting Extraordinary Resource Waters, Ecologically Sensitive Waters, and
Natural and Scenic Waters as identified in Regulation # 2.

2) The applicant shall contact ADEQ for a Short Term Activity Authorization needs
determination for activities that have the potential to violate water quility criteria.

3) The applicant shall comply with NPDES Stormwater Program requirements.

4) The applicant shall apply for an ADEQ general permit for reserve pits, if applicable.

Please contact Bob Singleton of the Water Division at (501) 682-0645 if you have any questions
regarding this certification.

Sincerely,

QQ Atz /U’t()m/zq_,

Teresa Marks SRR Ta R
Director

cc: Mr. David Lofton, Chief, Permit Section, Regulatory Branch, Vicksburg COE
Wanda Boyd, Region VI, Environmental Protection Agency

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

5301 NORTHSHORE DRIVE / NORTH LITTLE ROCK / ARKANSAS 72118-5317 / TELEPHONE 501-682-0744 / FAX 501-682-0880
www.adeq.state.ar.us



STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
HaLEY BARBOUR
GOVERNOR

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Trupy D. FisHER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

February 2, 2009
Certified Mail No. 7005 3110 0003 6328 8283

Mr. David Lofton

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District
4155 Clay Street

Vicksburg, Mississippi 39183-3435

Dear Mr. Lofton:

Re: US Army COE, Vicksburg
District, General Permit 19
Warren County
COE No. General Permit - 19
WQC No. WQC2008084

Pursuant to Section 401 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 US.C. 1251,
1341), the Office of Pollution Control (OPC) issues this Certification, after public
notice and opportunity for public hearing, to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg
District, an applicant for a Federal License or permit to conduct the following activity:

US. Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District: Proposed re-issuance of a
Department of the Army General Permit for construction activities in waters of
the United States conducted in conjunction with the exploration for and
subsequent production of hydrocarbons and for the associated discharge of
dredged and fill matenal. These activities include the construction of roads, mud
and reserve pits and associated levees, the construction of earthen mounds for
the pump, treater, and tank battery, and for the construction of a firewall around
the tank battery. This permit would be used within the regulatory jurisdiction of
the Vicksburg District in Mississippi [General Permit-19, WQC2008084].

The Office of Pollution Control certifies that the above-described activity will be in
compliance with the applicable provisions of Sections 301, 302, 303, 306, and 307 of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act and Section 49-17-29 of the Mississippi
Code of 1972, if the applicant complies with the following conditions:

T2=35-05P 1454 ROVD

38783 WQC20080001  oFFICE OF POLLUTION CONTROL
PosT OFFICE BOx 2261 * JACKSON, Mississippt 39225-2261+ TEL: (601) 961-5171 = Fax: (601) 354-6612 « www.deq.state.ms.us
AN EqQuaL OrPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Mr. David Lofton
Page 2 of 2
February 2, 2009

1. The applicant shall obtain coverage under the State’s Storm Water
Construction General Permit (MSR10) in order to discharge storm water
associated with construction activity including clearing, grading,
excavation or other land disturbance activity disturbing five or more
acres.

2. For construction projects from one to less than five acres of total ground
disturbances including clearing, grading, excavating or other
construction activities shall follow the conditions and limitations of the
attached Stormwater Small Construction General Permit.

3. Office of Pollution Control shall be notified of projects that have
associated discharge of cuttings, drilling mud, hydrostatic testing water,
or any other waste material.

4. Turbidity outside the limits of a 750-foot mixing zone shall not exceed
the ambient turbidity by more than 50 Nephelometric Turbidity Units.

5. No sewage, oil, refuse, or other pollutants shall be discharged into the
watercourse.

The Office of Pollution Control also certifies that thefe are no limitations under
Section 302 nor standards under Sections 306 and 307 of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act which are applicable to the applicant's above-described activity.

This certification is valid for the project as ﬁfoposed. Any deviations without proper
modifications and/or approvals may result in a violation of 401 Water Quality
Ceruification.

If we can be of further assistance, please contact us.

n IIl, P.E., DEE
nvironmental Permits Division

HMW: TGT

Enclosure

cc:  Mr. Anthony Lobredi US. Army Corps ofEngineers, Vicksburg District
Mr. Jan Boyd, Depart mé Resources

Ms. Kathy Lunceford, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mr. Tom Welborn, Environmental Protection Agency

Ms. Janet Riddell, Office of Budget & Fund Management

38783 WQC20080001






