

The Lake Ouachita Citizen Focus Committee (LOCFC) was established in 2001 and is sponsored by the Vicksburg District, U.S. Army Corps of engineers.

For its first three years, the LOCFC relied exclusively on staff support from the USACE and member financed activity to fulfill its mission.  In 2005, the LOCFC decided to reactivate an Annual Lake Cleanup program that had been dormant for 13 years and accelerate a program designed to enhance recreational opportunities at Lake Ouachita.  Both of these programs required a means of obtaining fiscal support that could be spent for specific programs.  (All donations received by USACE operating units go directly to the US Treasury and are not available for donor specified activity.)  The LOCFC programs could not be achieved without a mechanism for collecting and expending donations and grants.

As requested by the LOCFC, Friends of Lake Ouachita, Inc. (FOLO) was incorporated as a Public Benefit Corporation on August 18, 2005, pursuant to the Arkansas Nonprofit Corporation Act of 1993.  During its second fiscal year FOLO received donations that exceeded the IRS “gross receipts test” and requested IRS recognition as a 501(c) (3) tax-exempt organization on April 5, 2007.  Such “Recognition of Exemption” was obtained June 14, 2007 with an effective date of August 18, 2005. In addition to receiving donations to support Lake Cleanup programs and construction of the Lake Ouachita Vista Hiking/Biking Trail, FOLO helped coordinate funding for the construction of an American Disability compliant, Barrier Free Trail and a Watchable Wildlife Trail.  Both of these trails are located adjacent to the Vista Trail.

FOLO’s fund raising is primarily project sensitive.  Personal and telephone contacts, done primarily by LOCFC members, provide funding for Lakeshore and Island Cleanup campaigns.  FOLO has received and continues to solicit foundation and government grants for trail construction, safety programs and fisheries enhancement.  On October 5, 2011, FOLO entered into a Lease and Cooperative Agreement with the USACE for the cooperative operation, maintenance and improvement of the Crystal Springs Recreation Area.  Funds for conducting this activity will come from locally collected user fees.  The initial term is for a five-year period which commences January 1, 2012. Due to the tremendous success of this partnership, FOLO entered into a Cooperative Agreement in the management of Tompkins Bend Recreation area on November 1, 2012.

In addition to the 19 Recreation Areas provided by the USACE and an Arkansas State Park, nine commercial concessions (marinas, cabins and campgrounds) provide recreation opportunities at Lake Ouachita.  USACE facilities alone account for 4.2 million “visitor days” spent at the lake annually.  Local businesses that cater to these visitors are keenly aware that well maintained lake areas and enhanced recreational opportunities induce people to frequent the Lake thereby creating economic incentives for each business to participate in current FOLO projects.  Each visitor and each business is a potential FOLO donor.  While FOLO will respond to all inquiries, general fund raising activities are conducted in the State of Arkansas, primarily in Garland and Montgomery Counties.


